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Pastor Todd Stroud: A minister focused on mentoring youth 
“Pastor Todd Stroud (New Hope Church, 144 Christian Tabler Road in Martinsburg West Virginia) 

made a visit to the Speak Up Community News Room and had a conversation about his ministry work 

and his family's historical background, that includes a book published by an ancestor that lists their 

efforts as Quakers publishing in the "The Freeman" newspaper and Abolitionist involved in the 

Underground Railroad. Pastor Todd's has a strong interest in mentoring young men, which included 

volunteering at local a camp providing adventures for at-risk kids and mentoring in a public school.  

By Brother Andy Smith 
 

Todd Stroud is a pastor in West Virginia. He and his wife 

have raised eight children. He wrote, “God impressed upon 

him the importance of investing in young men who do not 

have a strong male figure in their lives”. Pastor Stoud had a 

ministry in Williamsport Maryland which set up a makeshift 

skate park that was popular enough to receive a report from 

the Associated Press (AP) and interviews from National 

Public Radio (NPR) and a District of Columbia (D.C.) news 

channel before moving on to other opportunities to help 

young people leading to another outlet for mentoring at 

Bester Elementary School in Hagerstown Maryland.  The 

mentoring program at the public school even allowed the 

church to host a “Good News Club” Bible club one day a 

week.  The school mentorship offered a residual reward when Pastor Todd received a call from one club 

member, years later at the age of 17 to let the Pastor he was doing well and that he was attending church.  
 

Seven years ago Pastor Stroud began volunteering at a local prison through an international program called 

Karios which conducts a four-day spiritual program followed up by weekly meetings and a re-entry program. 
 

Just last year Damon Albert, the head of Camp Ezri that provides wilderness adventures for at-risk young 

people, invited Pastor Stroud and his son to help staff the camp located in Hedgesville, West Virginia and it was 

during that mentoring opportunity the Pastor had the chance to help a youngster from Hagerstown’s Jonathan 

Street neighborhood. Pastor Todd, as he is also known as, was very impressed by the impact he made 

introducing the youngster to fishing, ultimate Frisbee, pickleball and exploring the outdoors.  

Pastor Todd hopes to do more for young men in the Jonathan Street neighborhood and he can be reached by 

calling: 301-988-1839 and at New Hope Church, 144 Christian Tabler Road, Martinsburg West Virginia 25404. 
 

Anyone can find out more about Camp Ezri, that helps both male and female at-risk youth with their FREE 

outdoor camp, by calling 304-405-6099 or visit their website:  https://www.campezri.org 



Neighborhood Youth Club 
Membership Application 

 
The Neighborhood Youth Club is a life skills program that helps young people take an active role in the effort 

to reduce at risk behaviors.  Youth members learn how to effectively communicate what their interest are and 

what they believe are the challenges they face in efforts to thrive and reach success, while taking part in 

learning their world through exploring Science Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math (STEAM). 

The Neighborhood Youth Club members will meet on Saturdays during the school year to participate in weekly 

activities that include: monthly field trips; a monthly Family & Friends Day gathering; planning sessions and 

outcomes reporting; an Annual Neighborhood Youth Rally and other activities that build self-help skills, gain 

knowledge and have cultural experiences.   

Participants receive “Neighborhood Youth Club” gear and will help comprise a “Youth Club Toolkit Manual”. 

Club members are also part of the planning committee for the annual “Neighborhood Youth Rally”.  Enrollment 

is limited and the club is for ages 7-12 years old.  There are positions for Teen Helpers who can possibly receive 

Community Service Learning credit for volunteering.  Parents/Guardians are encouraged to participate and 

volunteer upon passing a satisfactory background check, vetting process and volunteer training. 

Register now to be eligible for the next Neighborhood Youth Club mentorship session. 

This program is sponsored by Brothers United Who Dare To Care.  Call 301-393-9290 for more information. 

Complete and tear off bottom portion along the line and return or mail to: 

 

Brothers Who Care at 131 W. North Avenue 2
nd

 floor, Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 
 

 

 

Neighborhood Youth Club Membership Information 

 

Child’s Name:  _________________________________________________    Age: _______ DOB:________  

 

Street /City:  ________________________________________________________________  

Parent/Guardian signature is required for those under 18.  By signing you also give permission for travel on 

field trips and release of photos for Neighborhood Youth Club publicity and reporting.  

 

Parent/Guardian Name Printed: ___________________________________________ Phone: ___________ 
 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________________ Date: __________ 

(Please include on the back of the form to be submitted: information about allergies; medical conditions, such as 

Asthma; any physical or mental health issues/disabilities and any other concerns or helpful information) 
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The Parkside Celebration in the Community Center on Sumans Avenue in Hagerstown, Maryland 

   
Diane Rudisill, Director of Resident Services for the Hagerstown Housing Authority, organized a holiday celebration 

open to Housing residents and others in the Jonathan Street neighborhood. Nearly 50 people attended the joyous event.  
 

Dr. Dubenstein Landed the Mothership at the Zen West Roadside Cantina in Towson Maryland 

   
Master Reggae Dub artist Derrick Parker aka Dubenstein placed his performers, wearing their illuminated eye gear and 

space suits, in the middle of the audience. Spectators heard a special vocal and bass solo by Reggae artist Jade Tremba. 

See more photos and videos on: www.facebook.com/speakupnews. Email: buwdtc@gmail.com to receive this monthly 

publication and other news or to submit articles and information. Call 301-393-9290 for news coverage of your events. 
 

It’s Time to Use the Gymnasium Again! 
Brothers Who Care has joined 

others in the effort to give people 

a chance to use the gymnasium 

in the Martin Luther King Jr. 

Community Center/North Street 

School Building in Hagerstown. 

We reserved time on Thursday 

evenings to lure back the group 

who played basketball those days 

for over 20 years before COVID 

struck.  The Hagerstown Police 

Athletic League has reserved a 

few hours on Wednesdays and 

Thursdays for young people to have supervision and play in 

the gym. I met with Coach Eric Stubbs, pictured above, who 

returned with his group of youngsters to practice with his 

basketball league. 

You too can reserve time to use the gymnasium by contacting 

Rob Holsinger, Recreation Supervisor, Phone: 240-313-2812  

Parks & Recreation, Washington County, Maryland 
General Liability Insurance is required and Wright-Gardner 

Insurance in Hagerstown helped us with reasonable rates. 

Here  is some useful business tips from our friends at 

Wright-Gardner Insurance, who provided affordable 

Liability insurance without the run-around.  

Business slow downs can be anxiety-inducing, yet a 

slow time has some surprising bonuses and doesn’t 

mean there isn't work to do! Use the breather and get 

ahead of the pack: 

• Taking Stock - If you have inventory, slow 

times are the perfect opportunity to know what 

you've got. 

• Bright Ideas - Had a great idea but no time 

to try it? Slow months are great for trying new 

things without being overwhelmed. 

• Train Up - Use this time to train your staff 

on new techniques or just get back to basics. 

.  301-733-1234 
Call and allow them to solve your insurance needs.  


