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Don’t Complain, when you can Benefit from Growth and Development 
“Here in Hagerstown I hear people complain about the City painting murals, creating cultural trails, 

building baseball stadiums and an indoor sports complex. What I don’t hear people saying is, “How do I get 

a vendors license or permit to do business at those facilities or along those trails?” Some people need to learn 

how to spin straw into gold!  

By Brother Andy Smith 
 

Christian music artist Larry Norman sung a lyric that went, “Why 

should the Devil Have all the good music.”  

I say, “Why should the rich take all the business opportunities?” I 
visualize the developments in the City of Hagerstown as a chance 
for citizens to be given an opportunity to prosper from this growth 
by being encouraged and considered for a chance to create their 
own profit center around the development of our city. 
 

Instead of complaining about a ball field being built in downtown, 
why not try to benefit as others have done receiving $6.5 million 
dollars or $400,000 for the acquisition of the properties to build 
The baseball stadium that is going to need vendors to sell food, 
beverages or whatever.  Instead of complaining, people should be 
looking into getting a vendor’s licenses to sell goods in or around 

the stadium that can be used to host other events, festivals, pop-up shops gatherings or food truck festivals.  
 

It may sound odd to share information that I plan to advantage of myself, however that is the type of advice we 
offer at Brothers Who United Who Dare To Care, Inc. (aka Brothers Who Care).  We are a 501c3 non-profit 
organization that lends help to those seeking to better themselves and help our community. The primary mission 
of Brothers Who Care is to empower black men. Helping them to thrive, despite the social economic challenges 
and cultural threats experienced by blacks.  Brothers Who Care does not complain about systems that may be 
unfair, we join in adding diversity and fairness to help move everyone forward.  We are here to speed up the 
process of social diversity and economic equity for all. 
 

I encourage everyone, especially where I live in the City of Hagerstown, to take an assessment of yourself and 
your current circumstances, then honestly ask yourself if you try to do the best you can with the day and if you 
try to make things better and fair for everyone.  Ask yourself if you try to be a part of the solution for what you 
consider a problem or whether you just complain. If you’re honest and accept your own feedback, join with 
others that are willing to move forward, or please stay out of our way!  Some of us need and deserve help, 
especially those of us born from generations of destitute and did not the generational head start in building 
wealth as Tim Wise lectures revealed. We are trying to do the right thing, while haters try to slow us down. 
What you do and what you put out comes back to you.  At least I pray it does. 



YOUTH NEWS 
Hagerstown Neighborhood Youth Club member Joe joined 
the effort to provide materials to help licensed tobacco 
retailers in Washington County, prevent the sell of tobacco 
and nicotine products, including vape and cigars, to 
people under the age of 21 years old. 
 

The tobacco retailer education sessions are going on 
throughout the County as a reminders for retailers to 
remain vigilant in doing their part to obey a law created to 
eliminate tobacco related deaths and health problems 
caused by the use of tobacco, vape and nicotine products, 
which can eventually cause health problems and death of 
those who use the products. 
 

The problems caused by smoking and nicotine use once 
caused illnesses that cost billions of dollars in healthcare 
and claimed countless lives and tobacco related illnesses 
before the public was appropriately educated.  Even 
worse evidence shows the tobacco industry targets under 
aged young people to be drawn into the addiction and 
health crisis.  The federal government uses monies 
received from lawsuits against the Tobacco Industry to 
help undue the damage caused by smoking and nicotine 
use or exposure to second-hand smoke. The Washington 
County Health Department partners with local non-

government organizations like Brothers Who Care to help improve public health.  
                                                                                                                                                    

Ngend Paul Charly, (Springfield Soccer and also 
founder of NPC Football Futsal soccer club) was 
with international soccer Coach Joël Fréchet at 
the Boys & Girls Club gym on Pennsylvania 
Avenue in Hagerstown Maryland where a Futsal 
clinic is being is held with both girls and boys 
athletes.  
Futsal is said to enhance performance on the 
soccer field. Ninety-five percent (95%) of 
professional international players claimed it 
honed their tactical and technical skills.  
Coach Fréchet of Bourgoin-Jallieu, of France, 
played as a midfielder in major competitions 
from 1981 to 2016, he is known as a coach who 
made super stars. 

 

Neighborhood Youth Club members from Hagerstown made a visit to the National Great Blacks In Wax Museum in 
Baltimore. Youth Club members seen figures of famous Blacks ranging from legendary Kings and Queens, military 
leaders, slaves who got free and became activists, a figure of President Obama. There is a very graphic exhibit depicting 
the horrors blacks endured through lynching and other deplorable violence on display for ages 12 and up with parental 

guidance for those 
under age of 16. 
Youth Club members 
met to prepare reports 
they will share at their 
monthly Family & 
Friends Day gathering 
held on the forth 
Saturday in the Martin 
Luther King Jr. 
Community Center 
located in Hagerstown’s 
historic Jonathan Street 
neighborhood. 



 

 



 

 


