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 “Serving in the Four-State area for 20 years” 

Speak Up Community News promotes the Culture, Health and Success of the community.  Subscription is free.  Articles and remarks 
are welcomed. Contact: Brothers Who Care, 131 W. North Avenue, Martin Luther King Community Center, Hagerstown, Maryland 
21740.  Phone (301) 393-9290.  Download a full-color copy of this news publication at: www.brotherswhocare.org 
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The historic North Street School building in Hagerstown once served as the 
school for blacks to attend in Washington County Maryland during segregation. 
 By Brother Andy Smith 
 

On January 15, 1972 the North Street School building was rededicated as the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center, which is located a 131 W. North 
Avenue in Hagerstown, Maryland.  The dedication was part of the national 
movement to have a national holiday in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., a 
major civil rights leader in the 60’s, who was slain here in the United States of 
America.  
 
The North Street School building itself is significant icon in the Jonathan Street 
neighborhood as a gathering place for community events and activities long 
before it transformed into the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center. 
 
Annual events like the Martin Luther King Jr. Scholarship Tea was held in the 
gymnasium of the facility attracting many supporters including Maryland’s 
Governor Larry Hogan who spent an afternoon at the scholarship program 
during his first campaign for governor.  The annual program offered 
scholarships to students who lived in the neighborhood with plans to attend 
college. 
 
The Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center, in the height of its use by the 

community (through the Washington County Parks & Recreation) had: daily use of the gymnasium opened to 
the community; a room dedicated to fitness and lifting weights; the Memorial Recreation Center hosted annual 
events like the October “Trick or Treat” Night, where children gathered for fun activities and enjoyed treats 
donated by people who lived in the neighborhood. Mrs. Ruth Anne Monroe was instrumental in hosting many of 
the activities held in the gymnasium, including the annual Martin Luther King Jr. Scholarship Tea. Those 
activities have all but faded away including the men’s basketball nights on Sundays and Thursdays. 



 

The building is the home to several organizations with 
active programs, including Brothers Who Care that 
publishes the Speak Up Community News publication, 
an outreach through media effort that has served the 
community for 21 years extending into social media 
and is primarily an electronic media publication.  
Children In Need uses the basement of the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Community Center to give school 
supplies, toys, new and gently used clothing and shoes. 
Sometimes food is provided by Children In Need a 
program run by its founder Ann Martin with a host of 
volunteers.   
 

Character Counts is a government funded and sponsored program directed by Carolyn Brooks and holds an 
office in the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center.  
 

Most of the facility is used by Head Start of Washington County offering education and childcare services to 
children age birth to five years of age in parts of Washington County Maryland.  Head Start is a federally 
funding program available to children and parents that qualify for its services. 
 

Current activities at the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center include: Classes and services offered by 
Head Start of Washington County; Children In Need offers day and evening hours for families to receive free 
clothing and school supplies.  Children In Need held two Christmas Toy drive-thrus, along with a “Santa On A 
Motorcycle” event in its second year. 
 

Character Counts holds quarterly meeting sessions to carry out the goals of its programs. 
 

Brothers Who Care has daily operations for the Speak Up Community News publication and has appointments 
to receive free technical assistance. Some services are offered by Brothers Who Care in exchange for a nominal 
fee. Brothers Who Care also maintains contract services with County and State health agencies, especially 
Tobacco Control and Tobacco/Nicotine cessation projects.  
 

Brothers Who Care is a part of the City of Hagerstown’s Neighborhoods 1st Medal of Honor Group that is 
designated to the Jonathan Street community promoting the good of the historic neighborhood.  The 
organization shares the space with the Historic North Street School Classroom and Anne Vesta Doleman Black 
Heritage Library Collection.  The historic classroom and library is open for visits by appointment, it houses the 
largest book, video and audio collection of black literature in Washington County, Maryland including a 
Children’s section with over one hundred children books featuring black characters and stories about blacks. 
 

Brothers Who Care operates on donations from its officers, 
grants, service contracts and recently received funds from the 
Washington County Arts Council.  For the past few years the 
group has also raised funds through Panda’s Creations and 
Black Eagle Bracelets & Creations. 
 

The Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center gymnasium 
was closed to the public for some time and it is now open 
again to the public by contacting Duc Trieu (dtrieu@washco-
md.net) Washington County Parks and Recreation. 
 
It’s good to have a place in the neighborhood for all to share. 
 

Happy Anniversary Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center! 
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Western Maryland based black activist group Brothers Who Care – Speak Up 
News met and formed and alliance with the Baltimore Maryland based Universal 
Negro Improvement Association – African  Communities League �
By Brother Andy Smith 
 

(Pictured left to right: Brothers Who Care 
officers Robert Harris, Kevin Lee, Mwamba 
Raheem with UNIA-ACL officers Tony 
Ainsworth and Everett Winchester standing 
beside BWC President Andy Smith) 
 
The partnership between Brothers Who Care 
– Speak Up Community News and the 
Universal Negro Improvement Association – 
African Communities League (UNIA-ACL) 
Division 106 Baltimore Maryland will allow 
the organizations to share resources and 
support for each others efforts to help the 
black communities and others in their areas.  
 

Brothers Who Care was established in 1996 to empower black men through education and promoting self 
sufficiency.  Brothers initiated a number of community based efforts which have been narrowed and focused on 
outreach through media and technical assistance promoting cultural appreciation, better health and personal 
success.  Brothers Who Care uses its experience offering technical assistance to helping individuals and 
organizations (including government and non-governmental) connect with one another and resources that can 
help implement system changes to reduce and eliminate social economic disadvantages and cultural disparities. 
Brothers Who Care offers assistance with small business and community development including application for 
incorporating and application for non-profit status.  The organization uses its 21 year old community news 
publication Speak Up to provide news that readers can use. Brothers Who Care can be reached at 
buwdtc@gmail.com or calling 301-393-9290 their office on 131 W. North Avenue in Hagerstown, Maryland. 
 
The Universal Negro Improvement Association-African Communities League was established by the honorable 
Marcus Garvey on July 20, 1914 to lead to the total emancipation of the Black race from foreign dominion. 
Garvey even adopted a flag for blacks to identify with as a nationality using the colors Red, Black and Green. 
Red for blood of the people shed in the struggle to be free, Black identifying the race of the people and Green 
for the African motherland from which the origins of mankind emerged. 
The UNIA-ACL Barca Clark Division #106 Baltimore, Maryland named its division after the ancestors Dr. John 
Henrik Clark and General Hannibal Barca. The focus of the organization is on learning and teaching the 
philosophies of the Honorable Marcus Garvey and the importance of Pan Africanism.  The UNIA-ACL among 
all things is about: helping people be productive; creating black cultural pride, the belief in the brotherhood of 
Man; the nobility of Black women; building self reliant economics and race preservation. You can reach the 
Baltimore division of the UNIA-ACL by calling 443-339-6910 or email uniabacaclark@gmail.com  
 



 

 KING DAY OF SERVICE OBSERVATION 

 


