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CULTURAL NEWS
HISTORY at Your Fingertips: Ann Vesta Doleman Library Collection
By Brother Andy Smith
The Ann Vesta Doleman Library Collection is a growing cultural contribution that is dedicated to the memory
of a woman whose ambition to teach led her to obtain a degree in Education from (then) Shippensburg State
Teacher’s College and later a Masters of Education from the renowned Temple University.

Doleman’s arduous journey to qualify for a teaching career is an
amazing story and matched by a most peculiar outcome. By the way, Ann
Vesta is a cousin who was like a sister to my father Anthony Doleman;
both have passed on, with my father leaving us just last summer.
Ann Vesta had attended the historic North Street School, which was
the school that all blacks in Washington County, Maryland had to attend
before Washington County Public Schools were integrated. The North
Street School became the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center where
the Brothers Who Care offices is located where I was fortunate enough to
start my teaching career with the Head Start program before being
transferred to another Head Start of Washington County center location.
I was told that Ann Vesta finished high school in Waynesboro,
Pennsylvania to qualify for entry into college at Shippensburg and after
graduating college she was unsuccessful in getting on as a teacher in
Washington County so she joined the Army and became a nurse. The
donation of Doleman’s medical books and other items to our library made
it deserving enough to honor the collection with her name. Prior to that the
library was named after Don Brown, a military history buff who donated half of the books that are in the library, plus he
was instrumental in locating the unmarked grave of Hagerstown’s Buffalo Soldier hero and Medal of Honor recipient,
Corporal William O. Wilson, who had lived across the street from the North Street School house.
Even though Ann Vesta Doleman would not have been the first teacher in our family, she went on to be the first of us
to receive a Master’s Degree, yet again she was unsuccessful in being hired as a public school teacher. I was able to keep
the school teacher streak going in our family after fleeing over a decade of commuting to the Washington D.C. area
working in Computer Technology at the U.S. Department of Energy. Changing careers also allowed me to take the lead of
Brothers Who Care, starting the Speak Up Community News publication and helping to build one of the area’s largest
black heritage library collections. The Doleman Library is open to the public and is complete with books, vintage
magazines, historic artifacts, state-of-the-art computer tablets, WiFi and even has YouTube televisions.
Doleman’s college diplomas are part of the library and are on display in the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center.

HEALTH NEWS
NEWS
JUUL Use: Another Epidemic among School Kids
“JUUL makes a product that delivers a lot
of nicotine and it goes down easy, all JUUL
pods contain flavorings. Right now,
according to JUUL Labs, a single JuulPod is
about 5 percent nicotine — which is roughly
as much nicotine as is in a pack of cigarettes,
or 200 puffs according to the company. Over
half of JUUL users ages 15 to 24, did not
know the product ALWAYS contains nicotine”

The JUUL device can be easily concealed in the palm of your hand and does not release a large or lasting
vapor cloud. JUUL vapor is a small mist and barely has a detectable scent. The device can also be dangerously
abused since a regular pod has the nicotine content of a pack of cigarettes, which consumed at once can hurt a
person. JUUL pods seem strategically priced at a third of the cost of a pack of cigarettes, therefore making it
economically accessible to minors who we fought to push the cost of a pack of cigarettes out of their reach.
We found that JUUL pods can be modified for other than nicotine drug use, including the use of cannabis oil
or deadly synthetic marijuana (known as Spice or K2). Join us in protecting minors from tobacco use or if you
wish to overcome nicotine addiction call our office 301-393-9290 or contact your local health department.

SUCCESS NEWS
This Sister Gives FREE Haircuts: Miss Tokeya Medley’s
Barber Shop
Tokeya Medley is a local barber and poet helping her
community by giving free haircuts something that she started in her
neighborhood as an outreach effort.
You can find Miss Tokeya Medley’s Barber Shop outreach at the
Robert W. Johnson Community Center on the 1st Friday of each month
from 4pm to 6pm and the same time on the 2nd Friday of each month
she is giving FREE haircuts at the Boys and Girls Club of Washington
County’s unit on 805 Pennsylvania Avenue in Hagerstown, Maryland.
Tokeya has been providing the free haircuts since October 2018 and
has been offered donations which could help with the upkeep of her
styling equipment and hair care products. Mainly young school-aged
youth have been taking advantage of the free haircuts with a particular
like for her signature Mohawk haircut, which she sports herself.
When asked if she planned to provide the free haircuts at the 2019
Soul Day on Wheaton Park planned for July, she said, “Yes”. So stop
by the Johnson Center (located at 109 W. North Avenue in Hagerstown, Maryland) for a free haircut during the
designated day and time, or to find out how you can support this wonderful effort.

Medal of Honor Group

Participant invitation to the
2019 Neighborhood Day of Hope
Saturday May 18, 2019 from 12noon to 4pm
Wheaton Park in Hagerstown, Maryland 21740
“We Need You to the Rescue”
On behalf of the Neighborhoods 1st – Medal of Honor Group, I wish to invite you or your organization to join us
as an outreach participant at the 2019 Neighborhood Day of Hope. Each year we have had over 30
organizations, agencies and businesses offer their services at our annual event which attracts hundreds of friends
and neighbors who gather at this joyous celebration of community and heritage.
The Neighborhood Day of Hope is sponsored by the City of Hagerstown’s Neighborhood 1st Medal of
Honor Group in partnership with the Brothers Who Care health initiatives from the Washington County Health
Department.
The Day of Hope event schedule has been filled with cultural presentations, interactive activities, speakers,
poets and live bands. You or your group could fill one of these event presentation slots or provide services.
This event which started back in 2009 grew into an annual neighborhood celebration so we are inviting the first
150 of our guests to have a free meal at this year’s Neighborhood Day of Hope with food prepared by local Boy
Scouts/Cub Scouts Troop/Pack # 75, who will also have food to sell for those who do not receive FREE Meal
ticket. So get their early enough for your FREE meal ticket or help the Scouts raise funds by purchasing food.
We hope that you, your organizations and friends will join us for the 2019 Neighborhood Day of Hope plAnnd
for Saturday, May 18, 2019 from 12noon to 4pm on Wheaton Park* in Hagerstown, Maryland. Please mark
your calendar and contact or email Brothers Who Care to participate as a vendor, business or agency. Phone
(301) 393-9290 email: bwc@brotherswhocare.org
Click on this link to take a peek at a slideshow movie of one of our past Neighborhood Day of Hope gatherings:
http://brotherswhocare.org/images/2015DayOfHope.wmv
Again, thank you for your interest and support. Brothers Andy Smith, Neighborhoods 1st Medal of Honor Group
*This event is rain or shine and in the event of rain, this gathering will be held in the Martin Luther King Jr.
Community Center gymnasium on 131 W. North Avenue in Hagerstown, Maryland 21740. Call or email today
and register for your participation at this event be part of making a difference or “Come to the Rescue”.
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Maryland: Black History Proclamation from Washington County Commissioners, Hagerstown

Washington County Commissioners recognized Black History Month with a Proclamation presentation to some
of the County’s Black community representatives that included members of the County’s Diversity Committee.
Virginia: Bob Marley Birthday Party at the Hard Times Café – Four Mile Fork in Fredericksburg

Adwela & The Uprising and The Feathered Fish Band wowed fans at the Bob Marley Birthday tribute at the
Fredericksburg Hard Times Café – Four Mile Fork. The two bands honored the Legend with amazing shows.
Pennsylvania: Lawilowan American Indian Festival Saturday March 9, 2019 10am to 5pm
Shippensburg University
Student Recreaction Center
533 Lancaster Drive, Building 50
Shippensburg Pennsylvania 17257
Only $5 a person and FREE to those 7 years old and
under and age 65 or older
Contact: Arvil 717-817-6421
For more information visit their
Website: www.lawilowan.com
Don’t Miss Out on these stories and other news events by following us at: www.facebook.com/speakupnews

