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SUCCESS NEWS

JUNETEENTH
Not just a Celebration. It is the
Foundation for Reparations.
Major General Gordon Granger (June 19, 1865) "The
people of Texas are informed that in accordance with a
Proclamation from the Executive of the United States, all
slaves are free. This involves an absolute equality of rights
and rights of property between former masters and slaves,
and the connection heretofore existing between them
becomes that between employer and free laborer."
Juneteenth is the oldest nationally celebrated commemoration of the ending of slavery in the United
States. From its Galveston, Texas origin in 1865, the observance of June 19th as the African American
Emancipation Day spread across the United States and beyond.
It was on June 19, 1865 that the Union soldiers, led by Major General Gordon Granger, landed at
Galveston, Texas with news that the war had ended and that the enslaved were now free. Note that this was two
and a half years after President Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation - which had become official January 1,
1863. The Emancipation Proclamation had little impact on the Texans due to the minimal number of Union
troops to enforce the new Executive order. However, with the surrender of General Lee in April of 1865, and the
arrival of General Granger’s regiment, the forces were finally strong enough to influence and overcome the
resistance.

Later attempts to explain this two and a half year delay in the receipt of this important news have yielded
several versions that have been handed down through the years. Often told is the story of a messenger who was
murdered on his way to Texas with the news of freedom. Another version is that the news was deliberately
withheld by the enslavers to maintain the labor force on the plantations. And still another was that federal troops
actually waited for the slave owners to reap the benefits of one last cotton harvest before going to Texas to
enforce the Emancipation Proclamation. All or none of them could be true. For whatever the reason, conditions
in Texas had remained the same until General Granger’s arrival. One of General Granger’s first orders of
business was to read to the people of Texas, General Order Number 3 (quoted above this article).
Today Juneteenth commemorates African American freedom and emphasizes education and
achievement. In cities across the country, people of all races, nationalities and religions observe Juneteenth for a
day, a week, and in some areas a month marked with celebrations, speakers, cookouts and family gatherings.
Juneteenth continues to be highly revered in Texas, former slaves and the descendants would make an annual
pilgrimage back to Galveston on this date.
Though Juneteenth almost always focused on education and self improvement, it should be looked at as
the stepping stones for establishing satisfying reparations to the descendants of American slaves for the ongoing
damages caused by the horrible hate crimes that occurred and was allowed within the American slavery system
still lingering in the social economical structure for Blacks in America.
(Summarized by Brother Andy Smith)

CULTURAL NEWS

Soul Day Reunion on Wheaton Park

Saturday – August 18, 2018
12 Noon to 4 PM
Wheaton Park in Hagerstown, Maryland
Rain location is the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center/North Street School building
131 W. North Avenue in Hagerstown

Music, Food, Fun & Reminisce
EVENT INFORMATION
“Soul Day Reunion on Wheaton” contact Tokeya Medley email Tokeyaf@gmail.com
Or call the Neighborhoods 1st Medal of Honor Group c/o Brothers Who Care at 301-393-9290
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Knob Hall Reggae Festival
Featuring: Secondhand Reggae Band, Unity Reggae Band and Jah Works

