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 “Serving in the Four-State area for over 15 years” 

Speak Up Community News promotes the Culture, Health and Success of the community.  Subscription is free.  Articles and remarks 
are welcomed. Contact: Brothers Who Care, 131 W. North Avenue, Martin Luther King Community Center, Hagerstown, Maryland 
21740.  Phone (301) 393-9290.  Download a full-color copy of this news publication at: www.brotherswhocare.org 
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I have noticed an increase in the rate by which people choose to communicate without talking to one another. Outside of 
using email for work or business applications, speaking to one another is being replaced with text and email. I myself have 
sent text to someone in the same room.  I do know there is an advantage to sending group messages, however relying on 
text and email for personal communication is causing damage to relationships.  I get disappointed and mad when people 
send me important information by text or email since I may not check it right away and a phone call is a more dependable 
way to reach me with important information or for personal communication, especially since cell phones have helped 
eliminate long distant fees. The Messenger app has a phone call and video chat feature you can use instead of text 
messaging. Take the challenge and do not use text or email for a 24 hour period and instead talk in person, by phone or 
video chat during the challenge. The holiday season will offer a good chance to take on this challenge and you or whoever 
you contact may enjoy hearing your voice especially if they have not heard it in a while or laid eyes on you for some time. 
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The Creation of American Indian Heritage Month (A b rief history) 
(Source: U.S. Dept. of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs) 
What started at the turn of the century as an effort to gain a day of recognition for the significant contributions the first 
Americans made to the establishment and growth of the United States has resulted in a whole month being designated for 
that purpose. 
One of the very proponents of an American Indian Day was Dr. Arthur C. Parker, a Seneca Indian, who was the director of 
the Museum of Arts and Science in Rochester, N.Y. He persuaded the Boy Scouts of America to set aside a day for the 
"First Americans" and for three years they adopted such a day. In 1915, the annual Congress of the American Indian 
Association meeting in Lawrence, Kansas, formally approved a plan concerning American Indian Day. It directed its 
president, Rev. Sherman Coolidge, an Arapahoe, to call upon the country to observe such a day. Coolidge issued a 
proclamation on September 28, 1915, which declared the second Saturday of each May as an American Indian Day and 
contained the first formal appeal for recognition of Indians as citizens. 
The year before this proclamation was issued, Red Fox James, a Blackfoot Indian, rode horseback from state to state 
seeking approval for a day to honor Indians. On December 14, 1915, he presented the endorsements of 24 state 
governments at the White House. There is no record, however, of such a national day being proclaimed.�
The first American Indian Day in a state was declared on the second Saturday in May 1916 by the governor of New York. 
Several states celebrate the fourth Friday in September. In Illinois, for example, legislators enacted such a day in 1919. 
Presently, several states have designated Columbus Day as Native American Day, but it continues to be a day we observe 
without any recognition as a national legal holiday. 
In 1990 President George H. W. Bush approved a joint resolution designating November 1990 as "National American 
Indian Heritage Month." Similar proclamations have been issued each year since 1994.  
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NEWS YOU CAN USE: Why We May Have Low Turn Outs at Events and Gatherings By Brother Andy Smith 
The desire for something different could mean an end to large turn outs at traditional events and gatherings. The problem 
isn’t necessarily a loss of interest in the traditions or cultural observations.  People are tired of seeing the same old things 
using the same people.  Sometimes events and gatherings use the same bands, same speakers and same activities. 
Doing events the same way can become boring if participants and spectators are seeking some new faces and additional 
activities. I’m not saying abandon the principle purposes or reason for why we gather, but I really don’t believe people want 
a rerun of the same program every time they get together.  Adding different performers and activities can help enhance the 
traditional settings.  Look at the success of theme parks or cruise ships venture. They don’t replace their signature 
entertainments, activities, rides or franchise characters, however they do add new rides and rotate features characters, 
plus theme parks are not going to put on a concert with the same performers every time, with the exception of Wayne 
Newton playing Las Vegas. Put it like this, “Keep moms recipe but add a few new items to the menu”.  Good Luck. 
 
The Turkey Bowl football game on Wheaton Park has b een held for over 60 years and still going strong! 

Join friends and family for the annual neighborhood Turkey Bowl football 
game held on Wheaton Park in Hagerstown, Maryland on Thanksgiving Day.  
The neighborhood tradition dates back over 60 years and has continued with 
the help of the Davis brothers.  One of the youngest Davis brothers, Curtis, 
lost his life to pancreatic cancer.  Curtis was diagnosed in 2011 with the 
disease and played for last time in the 2012 Turkey Bowl Classic and Speak 
Up Community News made a special tribute photo movie showcasing some 
of the games Curtis had played for more than 25 years in the community 
game: http://brotherswhocare.org/images/CurtisTribute.wmv. Join others 
who travel back to Hagerstown from across the country for Thanksgiving 
gatherings and to watch this classic tradition. 

 
Use the Links below to enjoy our Turkey Bowl Footba ll Game slideshows: 
http://brotherswhocare.org/images/2011TurkeyBowl.wmv ; http://brotherswhocare.org/images/2010TurkeyBowl.wmv; 
 
http://brotherswhocare.org/images/2010PeeWeeBowl.wmv; http://brotherswhocare.org/images/2009TurkeyBowl.wmv; 
 
http://brotherswhocare.org/images/2008TurkeyBowl.wmv:  that includes music and numerous photos like on the next page 



 

Turkey Bowl Football Game on Wheaton Park in Hagers town Maryland  

   

 

 



 

SPEAK UP Photo Gallery featuring:    FAMILY ACTIVIT IES 
 
Walking from Maryland to West Virginia 

    
I told the kids that we were going to walk from one state into another and we did.  Taking the James Rumsey Bridge we 
crossed the Potomac River from the Maryland side into Shepherdstown West, Virginia.  
We stopped to stand between three States on our jou rney to Harpers Ferry: Storer College and Jefferson  Rock 

 
We walked to the middle of the US 340 bridge over the Potomac river and stood between three states: Maryland, Virginia and 
West Virginia before traveling to Harpers Ferry where I took them to stand on the grounds of Storer College, the birthplace of 
the NAACP and the school from which one of the first teachers in our family, Leticia Allen Comer, graduated on June 6, 1949.  

 
A friend, Jade Tremba, suggested we visit Jefferson Rock and they managed not to fall off the cliffs or into the river. 


