
 

IF YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY    

SPEAK UP!SPEAK UP!SPEAK UP!SPEAK UP!    
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 “Serving in the Four-State area for over 15 years” 

Speak Up Community News promotes the Culture, Health and Success of the community.  Subscription is free.  Articles and remarks 
are welcomed. Contact: Brothers Who Care, 131 W. North Avenue, Martin Luther King Community Center, Hagerstown, Maryland 
21740.  Phone (301) 393-9290.  Download a full-color copy of this news publication at: www.brotherswhocare.org 
 

SUCCESSSUCCESSSUCCESSSUCCESS    
 

Children in Need, Inc. celebrating 20 years of service. By Brother Andy Smith 

  
 

Children In Need, Inc. has a new logo on their signs and new hours, yet the non-profit program has 20 years of 
consistently helping the children and families of Washington County Maryland. Led by Ann Martin, Director of Children in 
Need, this program has been operating out of the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center tirelessly to ensure that the 
children who turn to their program for help get decent clothing and school supplies to meet their needs.   
 
 I have known Ann Martin for quite some time and I find her to be a spirited woman that believes in the work that she is 
doing to serve the community and Ann, along with her helpers, contributes countless hours to create the chance for 
children and their families receive her program’s assistance. 
 
 The expanded hours Children In Need now makes for their clients is a reflection of their commitment to give the many 
people who turn to them for help a chance to get the help their program offers. Driven by volunteer help, the program went 
from one day of opening its doors to clients and now offers Wednesdays and Fridays from 8:30am to 12pm plus the 
second Monday of the month they are open in the evening from 5:30pm to 8pm. 
 
 Most of the days of operation for Children In Need are dedicated to collecting items, sorting the clothing, toys and 
school supplies which are categorically sorted and prepared for distribution. No easy task and over the years the program 
has added multiple drop-off boxes and a cargo van with a trailer to increase collections.  Children In Needs is one of the 
most reputable programs in Washington County Maryland providing free clothing and free school supplies.   
  

While funding is always a need in keeping a non-profit afloat, volunteer help has allowed Children in Need to expand 
its hours of operation. Located at 131 W. North Avenue, Hagerstown Maryland 21740. You can call 301-671-2014 to find 
out more about their program and how to volunteer, donate or receive services. And you can find them on Facebook. 



 

CULTURECULTURECULTURECULTURE    
 

SPEAK UP MOVIE REVIEW  

We rate movies on a 5-Point Scale: 0 = Worthless; 2 = Needs Work; 3 = Okay; 4 = Worthwhile; 5 = Good Movie 
 
“Coco” with the voices of: Anthony Gonzalez, Gael Garcia Bernal, Benjamin Bratt and Alanna Ubach scores a “5” 
 
The is an animated adventure suitable for all audience 
 

 
 

The movie “Coco” is an excellent family friendly and heart warming tale of a young boy’s adventure to 

fulfill his ambitions against his family’s opposition to music. This movie is wrapped in cultural traditions 

bringing brilliance and life to the value of honoring our dearly departed while giving insight to the observation 

of the Day of the Dead holiday, which by name seems morbid and somber. 

  

I come to find that the Day of the Dead is a Mexican celebration that can put a joyful framework of 

importance around the remembrance of our loved ones who have left this life. Coco the movie is a riveting, yet 

beautiful and colorful story that is in line with recent articles I have written in the monthly issues of the Speak 

Up Community News publication stressing the importance of family connections and friendships. 

  

The characters Miguel and Hector took the chance on an unlikely friendship that yielded much more 

than either anticipated, plus it gave me a useful cultural lesson I wasn’t expecting.  

 

A co-worker and fellow teaching staff member recommended I see this movie after she had taken her preschool 

aged daughter to see it. Then another co-worker I teach on a team with said her son’s school went to see "Coco" 

and that her son said it was a good movie to see, he told his mother that 7th graders cried during part of the 

movie. 

 

After seeing the movie with my daughter and grandkids, I commend the school for rewarding their 

students with this magnificent educational experience and my daughter said that the ending scenes in the movie 

made her cry also. 

 

Thank you Lyndsay, Tina and Nick for the recommendations. I highly encourage going to the theaters to 

see "Coco" and I plan to purchase this movie once it is available on disk, as well as taking one of my other 

daughters to see it since she missed seeing it with us and giving me a chance to see again, this time in 3D. 

 
The movie “Coco” was Speak Up Community News Editor’s Pick as one of the “Best Family Movies for 2017” 



 

A Letter to the Editor 
We have not received a Letter to the Editor for quite some time and this letter expresses the writer’s observations of  what 
she believes is an underappreciated tradition that encourages us to give thanks and remembrance to loved ones no longer 
with us in this life. Also, the author of this letter is my Aunt Shirley who we lovingly refer to as “Aunt Tiny”. 

 

Dear Andy, 

Please put this in your newsletter. 

I will begin this by saying everyone thinks of (really celebrates) Halloween and Christmas, and no one 

ever really celebrates Thanksgiving as a day that all of us should really be thankful for. Thanksgiving was 

started by the pilgrims and everybody should respect and appreciate Thanksgiving. 

 

You go into stores around Thanksgiving and everything you see is about Christmas and no Thanksgiving 

displays.  Thanksgiving should be a religious holiday.  Families travel from near and far to celebrate 

Thanksgiving.  Some of us give special thanks on this day to our loved ones and on this special day we should 

also remember those ones who are no longer with us. 

 

Thank God for Thanksgiving, 

Shirley Smith-Catoe 

 

HEALTHHEALTHHEALTHHEALTH    
 
Are licensed Tobacco Retailers willing to sell tobacco to Kids? 

This may not be a question that comes to the mind of an adult smoker, but maybe it 
should. For almost 20 years Brothers Who Care has played a critical role in 
protecting minors from the dangers of using tobacco and helping to prevent non-
smokers from being exposed to secondhand smoke.  Washington County Maryland 
has a lot of responsible licensed tobacco retailers doing the best they can to prevent 
minors from purchasing tobacco from their businesses.  Those retailers need all the 
help they can get to make sure tobacco isn’t purchased by minors. This may be a 
strange question to ask an adult smoker between the ages of 18 to 27 years of age, 
but have you ever been asked to show identification to purchase tobacco products in 
Maryland from a place licensed to sell cigarettes, cigars, e-cigarette products or other 
tobacco product?  Understanding the roles retailers play in preventing tobacco sales 
to minors is essential and Maryland makes it simple: 
 

Tobacco retailers are required by law to:  

• Ask for photo ID for everyone under 27. 

• Check to make sure everyone is at least 18. 

• Refuse to sell tobacco and e-cigarette products to everyone under 18. 

 

To put it simply—selling, distributing or promoting tobacco and e-cigarette products to anyone under 18 

years of age is illegal.  
 

I didn’t make this stuff up and the statement in italics is from the Maryland Department of Health website. What I am 
getting at is if you are under the age of 27 then tobacco retailers in Maryland should be asking for you identification, unless 
they already know you are old enough to purchase tobacco and to help them be responsible, you should be willing to have 
your identification available and provide it when requested. This effort should not be viewed as an inconvenience or hassle 
by customers or licensed retailers. These measures should be looked at as a way to protect minors from tobacco use. 
The State of Maryland tobacco retailers can be 100% in compliance with this law and effort to keep minors healthy by 
everyone helping, respecting and upholding these steps to help our children. So if you are between the ages of 18 to 27 
and are purchasing tobacco products in Maryland from a retailer or business that doesn’t know you, then please ask them 
if they are willing to sell tobacco to kids since they didn’t bother to check if you were old enough to purchase tobacco 
legally. Remind them, it’s the law!  We can all help to make a Maryland a healthier place for all.  For more information on 
how you can help, call Brothers Who Care 301-393-9290 or visit: https://health.maryland.gov/notobaccosalestominors/  



 

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY                                                                                by the NEWS CREW Photographers 
 

Santa on a Fire Truck visited the Robert W. Johnson Community Center 

  
 

    
 

Night of Lights on Wheaton Park in Hagerstown, Maryland 

  

  


