IF YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY
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15TH Year Anniversary Issue “Serving in the Four-State area since 2001”
Speak Up Community News promotes the Culture, Health and Success of the community. Subscription is free. Articles and remarks
are welcomed. Contact: Brothers Who Care, 131 W. North Avenue, Martin Luther King Community Center, Hagerstown, Maryland
21740. Phone (301) 393-9290. Download a full-color copy of this news publication at: www.brotherswhocare.org

SUCCESS
Speak Up Community News is celebrating 15 years of serving the community! By Brother Andy
In May 2001 we published the first issue of Speak Up Community News (http://brotherswhocare.org/images/first1.pdf ).
The goal for this news publication is to bring helpful information to the reader and leave them as good as or better after
receiving the news we share. Speak Up Community News was intended to be an electronic news publication however the
neighborhood from which it had emerged fifteen years ago was technologically underdeveloped. As publisher and editor, I
had just transitioned out of an Information Technology career and I was certain back then that one day the computer
technology would be combined with telephone and visual communications, so while waiting for that day to emerge,
Brothers Who Care actually refurbished used donated computers and gave them to people in the Jonathan Street
neighborhood to help the residents have the technology to receive our news publication where we still deliver a printed
copy door-to-door. Now with the availability of smart phones and iPhones, everyone can have access to the Internet
including access to Speak Up Community News. Speak Up no longer limits its news coverage and distribution to Maryland;
we are now a four-state news publication sharing news across the United States and to our readers like Ras Mel Glover, a
musician for the famous Wailers, who travels the world. Over the years we solidified using the Speak Up Community News
publication to provide readers with access to Cultural, Health and Self Help information and articles that we believe are
interesting and useful. We like to share about events that are affordable and accessible to our readers. We may share
about issues such as homelessness or social inequities while offering solutions that most everyone can play a part to help
resolve the issues we address. Our news outreach is as simple as providing Erien Frazier’s monthly Health Byte found in
our Health news section to encourage healthier lifestyles. This section is loaded with articles and other news to help
eliminate health disparities and premature death. Other sections of our monthly news publication include nice information
like our quiet revolution we started by giving out free unity bracelets that promote tolerance and peaceful coexistence. For
the past several years we have written movie reviews to help our readers decide if a movie is worthwhile for themselves or
appropriate for their children. These reviews can even be received weekly through our mailing list or at our website:
http://brotherswhocare.org/moviereviews.html to catch up on reviews as far back as 2013. The Culture section of Speak
Up is what helped expand our news coverage from Maryland to Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia and the Washington
D.C. areas. We bring you articles, photos and videos from the comedy shows, concerts and festival events, often with live
postings of our Facebook page, to give you a chance to come out and enjoy an event or even get shoulder to shoulder
with well known celebrities. Our Success section focuses on the needs of our readers including small business owner
Peggy Filossaint who we featured: http://brotherswhocare.org/images/SU2016MAR.pdf in our 2016 Women’s History
Month article. We do occasionally take on questionable issues such as the lack of a public access channel for residents of
Hagerstown, Maryland. A public access channel gives us an opportunity to expand the reach of our news publication to the
public and help balance the existing cable access system, which the local government and school systems currently enjoy
a free channel provided by the cable company that makes a profit using public utilities to deliver its products to their
subscribers. We discussed the lack of a public access channel that the City of Hagerstown can request on behalf of the
people. There are limited resources provided within the Cable Franchise Agreement between the City and the cable
company to make a channel available for the public to use free of charge, however the public may have to run the channel.
Once a public access channel is place, we plan to host a weekly Speak Up News show providing a unique news program
for cable subscribers. Click on the March 2015 link: http://brotherswhocare.org/images/SU2015MAR.pdf to read more
about the public access channel efforts and how to join the Hagerstown Public Access Corporation, a non-profit that led
the effort to help get the channel utilized by the citizens of Hagerstown. Until we have a weekly televised Speak Up
Community News show you can receive and see hourly, daily, weekly and monthly news post on our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/speakupnews . Remember you can submit articles if you have something to say, Speak Up!

CULTURE
The 2016 Neighborhood DAY of HOPE event plans to deliver some SPECIAL cultural experiences!
Coming all the way from Fredericksburg, Virginia we will have a chance to
experience the growing popular sounds of Dancehall Reggae with the up
and coming group 2 Raw! The three-member band consists of singer
Ryan Childs, drummer Joe “Beats” Brown and keyboardist Reggie
“Fingers” Barnes, who have been featured in numerous Facebook post
on our Speak Up Community News magazine page. Besides their own
venues, 2 Raw has performed with other artists including Koolant Brown
and Adwela & the Uprising. Speak Up News recently traveled to
Fredericksburg to bring you an article of a show 2 Raw held at The
Venue. Prepare yourself for the energetic sound that the small yet
powerful group 2 Raw plans to deliver on Saturday May 21, 2016 at the
free Neighborhood DAY of HOPE event. Also coming to the Day of Hope
event this year is the 2016 Apple Blossom Got Talent contest winner
Marco Mendoza. Mendoza won the competition that is in its third season
th
as part of the annual Shenandoah Apple Blossom Festival which celebrated its 89 year. Mendoza who is a Hagerstown
resident, also received a nice cash prize beating out 30 other semi-finalists. Returning again this year will be members of
Kasandra’s Cultural Center that demonstrates various international dance and music presentations. With about a week
away, don’t miss this unique neighborhood gathering that not only brings together up to 30 organizations providing help to
the community, the Day of Hope offers an enjoyable day of fellowship and culture. Look for your invitation in this issue and
bring friends!

HEALTH
Washington County Maryland may become one of the first county’s in the State of Maryland to
provide all licensed tobacco retailers with new Responsible Tobacco Retailer kits along with the
offer for onsite training to reduce and eliminate the sale of tobacco to minors. All across the state
this effort is being made through providing Responsible Tobacco Retailer information kits that
include information on State and local laws dealing with the sales of tobacco products and as well
as penalties for licensed retailers who sell tobacco to minors. Also discussions are being held to
include all levels of interest to address the problems with minors’ access to tobacco since
Maryland’s compliance for tobacco sales has come under concern. These public discussions
include legislators, tobacco retailers, health officials, community organizations and the public.
Brothers Who Care has been recognized as a community organization with experience in
educating the community about public health issues and has joined other organizations in
Washington County including the Washington County Health Department and Girls Inc. to help Washington County meet
compliance expectations and other measures to protect minors from access and exposure to tobacco products especially
informing of the dangers of using tobacco products. Efforts to help including tobacco cessation help; understanding state
and local laws prohibiting the sales of tobacco to minors; assistance to retailers to help identify minors trying to purchase
tobacco products; responsible tobacco product placement and purchase screenings; raising public awareness and active
participation. In the State of Maryland we enjoy some added health benefits in regards to tobacco use in public. Speak Up
covers news events throughout a four-state area and recently had an assignment in another state where for several hours
we had to endure tobacco smoking at a venue where we were covering a story. I am a non-smoker and a person trying to
be as healthy as I can yet I literally exposed myself and my news team to the dangers of secondhand smoke to complete
the news assignment. I don’t normally put myself and my team at risk and this health danger can be eliminated with pubic
policies to protect patrons and employees from secondhand smoke. Ironically while we were doing the story we saw signs
banning the use of vapor devices stating that vapor use could harm the air filtration system. Which makes me wonder just
how harmful is vapor use that a club bans it while allowing tobacco smoking.
Community groups and health agencies, as well as our State and local governments are doing things to improve public
health in regards to tobacco use and responsible tobacco retail, however we recognize the need for more and better
participation from the public. Brothers Who Care with resources from the Maryland Department of Health & Mental
Hygiene will be completing another round of onsite Responsible Tobacco Retailer education sessions this month to be
followed up by radio announcements to raise awareness to minors’ access to tobacco along with public discussions. The
Washington County Health Department along with participation and assistance of Girls Inc here in Washington County,
Maryland are doing the same with discussions and public service announcements. You can call our office or the other
agencies for more information on how you can help or benefit from this effort to stop selling of tobacco to minors.

*The monthly HEALTH BYTE by Erien Frazier will return next month. She enjoys traveling abroad and sport
bike riding. Erien can be reached through our news publication or email: erinfrazier@gmail.com
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held in the Martin Luther King Jr. Community
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FREE Music, FREE Community Services,
Cultural Dancing, Zumba & Interactive Dancing,
Youth Activities, Food you can buy, Safety
Demonstrations, YARD SALE/FLEA MARKET
and $$$ Cash Prizes and MORE!!!
Call 301 992-1349 for more information.
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HERE IS HOW YOU AND A GUEST CAN
ENTER AND WIN $$$CASH$$$ PRIZES AT
THE 2016 DAY OF HOPE!!! WRITE your name
on the line above “This Your Invitation” and
BRING the invitation with you to the Day of Hope
event. TURN IN your invitation for a drawing of
up to $50! INVITE someone with the invitation.
HAVE THEM WRITE there name on the top.
WRITE your name on the bottom line beside “I was
invited by:” Have THEM turn in the invitation at
the Day of Hope event. When a name is drawn, the
person called gets a chance to take an envelope
filled with cash. If your name is at the bottom of an
invitation chosen, you too get a chance to draw an
envelope with a CASH prize! See you there. The
more people you help INVITE, the more chances
you can WIN!
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NEWS Crew photos by Brother Andy & John Williams

89th Shenandoah Apple Blossom festival in 2016

The annual Apple Blossom Festival has large parades filled with celebrities, bands and community personalities for spectators to see.

Big events at the Shenandoah Apple Blossom Festival include the 80’s party which had a full house of festival guests under the big tent
at Valley Health Medical Campus to see the sensational tribute band Rubix Kube followed the next night with performances at the
Ram Country Music Party from Maryland’s own Sam Grow an independent country music artist who opened for Parmalee.

One of our favorite parts of the Apple Blossom Festival is the Celebrity Press Conference our chance to get you shoulder to shoulder
with stars like Let’s Make A Deal’s Wayne Brady, actor/producer Kirk Cameron and his daughter Ahna who served as the 2016 Queen
Shenandoah. Other celebrities included Winchester Radio personality Lisa Herndon from the WINC Wake Up with Barry and Lisa.

To see more photos or articles of this and other events we cover, visit us at: www.facebook.com/speakupnews

