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CULTURE 
 
John O. Williams “Out of The Basement Tour” 

Artist and Speak Up Community News photojournalist John 
Williams has a remarkable talent.  Williams has managed 
to transform his life experiences, family history and 
contemporary issues into modern art. Williams and I had 
attended community college together and after leaving the 
local college he went on to finish out his collegiate athletic 
career and I went on to further my studies in 
Communications.  Our college crossroad was visual arts 
and John’s interest in arts expanded to create a collection 
masterpieces that overran his basement.  I am not up to 
speed on modern art as Williams, however following him 
around over the years to different art galleries and art 
shows, I now have a liking for contemporary art and realize 
that he is quite an accomplished artist with works worthy to 
be displayed in any of the venues, including the outstanding 
“2013 Artomatic @ Frederick” event that featured the 

talented work of local artists that filled the entire old Board of Education building in downtown Frederick.  Williams didn’t 
exhibit any of his art until this summer of 2015 and rightfully naming his collection the “Out of the Basement Tour”.  I had 
joked with John that if anything ever happened to him I would asked his wife if I could sell off his collection which is made 
up of paintings, photos, drawing and mixed media boxes.  One of my favorite pieces from Williams collection is a painting 
made from a photo he had taken when we where on a news assignment in Washington D.C. covering the D.C. Carnival, a 
Caribbean festival that once attracted thousands of spectators to see the Mardi Gras style festivities. John captured a 
photo of the same subject I had also photographed, yet his image reveals the dancer’s captivating gaze into his camera. 
An important center piece in the Out of the Basement Tour that has been present in both of his two exhibits is the “Kay 
Kay” portion of the tour. John’s Aunt Kay Kay is one of his family’s matriarchs who had taken to being the family historian 
keeping elaborate handwritten records of the family tree and important family milestones and events. 

   



 

Williams cleverly copied his Aunt Kay Kay’s documents onto a sheet that feeds through the wringer of an antique washing 
machine along with a clothes line displaying old family photos printed onto t-shirts hanging like “line dried” clothes. A 
flawless audio reading of the documents was recorded by John’s youngest son Shane, which can be heard playing from 
inside the washer.  Sound and lights are a big part of the mixed media art pieces.  One piece looks like a movie theater 
with a vintage intermission commercial playing a loop.  This theater replicates an event that happened in Williams’s 
childhood where he ventured to sit in the “whites only” section of the movie theater and was directed to return to the 
balcony seats reserved for blacks. John used chess pawns and a chess board to represent the polarity of the characters.  
At the time of this article Williams has only held two shows, one in Pennsylvania and one in Virginia.  Plans for another 
show are underway.  John Williams, a Virginia native who lives in Hagerstown Maryland, says he will only have limited 
public shows for the tour and that one part of the exhibit may find a permanent place in Winchester, his native hometown.  
Doing the tour was Williams way of showing his son John, also an artist, how to put together his own art show.  The tour 
was also encouragement for another artist to do an art show.  Follow us on www.facebook.com/speakupnews to find out 
where the next Out of the Basement Tour will be held and use this link to see photos of some of the other pieces that were 
on display when the tour was at the Adult Care Center in Winchester:  
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.570934879712738.1073741833.568897259916500&type=1&l=4c7e7930bc 
 

Hispanic Heritage Month and the 9TH Annual Hagerstown Hispanic Festival  

 

 
Hispanic Heritage is celebrated in September and Hispanic Association of Hagerstown will continue its annual Hispanic 
Festival into its 9

th
 year, an event that is filled with Music, Dance and Food!  The event planned for Sunday, September 13, 

2015 will be held from 12noon to 6pm on Fairgrounds Park in Hagerstown.  We invite you again to come out and enjoy the 
culture and heritage.  Entry to the festival is FREE.  Local agencies and businesses will be on hand to exhibit the services 
they offer the community, including some free literature and free promotional items with plenty of materials in Spanish.  
Authentic Hispanic food and products are also available for purchase. The annual Hagerstown Hispanic Festival helps to 
provide some scholarship funding awarded to applicants attending the Hagerstown Community College.  To find out more 
on how you or your organization can help or benefit the festival contact the Hispanic Association of Hagerstown P.O. Box # 
2245 Hagerstown, MD 21740; email: hispassochag@gmail.com; Phone: 240-452-2723.  Plan to join us its FREE to attend 
and enjoy a day of Hispanic culture – Music, Dance, Food, Soccer and other activities as well as outreach, community and 
business services. 



 

Porchfest 2015 
The first "Porchfest" event was held in 2007 in Ithaca, N.Y. Since then, these 
music festivals have sprung up across America and Canada.  
The Neighborhoods 1

st
 – Historic Heights Group will hold their 3

rd
 Annual 

Porchfest in the historic South Prospect Street neighborhood of Hagerstown, 
Maryland. Homes on the tree-lined street historic street host different musical 
performances on their porches, from rock to acoustic guitar, folk to jazz and 
rhythm and blues, including a drum circle and a Children's Porch.  During the 
event, South Prospect Street is closed to traffic and local musicians perform on 
the front porches or stoops.  For more information, contact Deb Kepler at 202-304-
8870 or driechmann@ap.org. 
 
Neighborhoods 1

st
 Medal of Honor group’s Music on Wheaton Park series 

The Neighborhoods 1
st
 Medal of Honor group, located in Hagerstown’s Jonathan Street community, has been providing 

live music on Sunday evenings on Wheaton Park in Hagerstown, with the help of local musicians willing to perform free.  
The family style music series has attracted neighborhood residents and those visiting the neighborhood.  Wheaton Park is 
one of the many City run parks in Hagerstown and the historic park has the original bandstand that was once on the 
Hagerstown City Park.  Former members of the Off The Block (OTB) band will be playing Sunday September 13

th
 at 6pm. 

 

HEALTH 
 
September 2015 Health Byte by Erien Frazier 

I came across a study some time ago that discussed water sensitivity and its ability to remember 
things. This phenomenon was so amazing to me that I want to share it with you.  

The study on water tested several things, one of which was water’s sensitivity to human emotions and 
words and its ability to change and reflect the environment it is in. Researchers took two glasses of 
water. One glass of water they spoke lovingly to and the other glass of water they spoke negative 
things to. They took the water from each glass and froze it to see what type of crystal formation the 
water would make. The results were amazing! The water that was spoken negatively to had a ragged, 
unattractive crystal formation. The water that was spoken lovingly to showed beautiful and 

symmetrical crystal formation. 

They did another study, this time involving plants in the water experiment. Again they took two glasses of water and put 
two plants in. The one glass of water with a plant was neglected and the other just spoken kindly to. What the researchers 
found is that the plant in the water that was spoken kindly to got bigger and thrived compared to the one that was 
neglected. That got me thinking about the human body and the fact that it is made up of 70% water. Is it possible that our 
negative thoughts about people and things are having an adverse impact on our bodies and causing us to be more 
susceptible to illnesses and disease? The Bible tells us that in everything we are to give thanks; even the trials and 
temptations that come upon us we are to be thankful for. If we trust that God is in control of everything and will work things 
out in His own time for our benefit, we can have an attitude of peace, love, and positivity that will change our internal 
watery environment to one that promotes health and wellness.  

Not only do patterns of negative thinking and speaking affect us, they affect those who are around us. One of the best 
ways to break those deadly habits is to take our minds off ourselves by studying the Bible and praying for God to change 
the way we think and speak. If each one of us commits to do this, the influence of our actions will be far and wide and it will 
bless the lives of others. Let us keep in mind that no man is an island. What we do and say affects others and if it isn’t for 
the good then we are doing the work of the enemy. It will be a challenge indeed to change bad habits but in the end we will 
see that we are happier and healthier and pleasing in the sight of God. 
 
The Local Health Disparities Coalition in Washington County, Maryland held its first coalition meeting of the program 
year at the new Family Health Care of Hagerstown facility located on 201 S. Cleveland Avenue in Hagerstown.  The 
coalition meetings are scheduled to be rotated and held at the location of some of the coalition members agency/business 
sites to heighten awareness to minority health issues in this jurisdiction along with statewide health concerns impacting 
racial ethnic populations in Maryland and engage representation from the target populations in which the coalition 
members are working together to address and reduce these health disparities.  Infant mortality and heart disease are the 
leading health problems for Maryland’s racial ethnic populations and participating in the efforts of your Local Health 
Disparities Coalition is one way to help eliminate health disparities.  To attend a coalition meeting or to join the Local 
Health Disparities Coalition in Washington County, Maryland contact Mollie Smith by phone: 301-393-9290 or email: 
mollie@brotherswhocare.org.  Brothers Who Care offers help to pregnant women and women of childbearing age seeking 
tobacco use cessation through the Pregnant And Tobacco Cessation Help (PATCH) program and the Maryland 1-800-
QUIT NOW (1800-784-8669) Help Line or the Washington County Health Department Tobacco Free For Life Program. 



 

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY is being dedicated this month to welcoming our new photojournalist to the NEWS Crew                                                    

(Fast Eddie Galvin is a musician and photographer who performed recently with Jazz greats Ron Holloway and Ronnie 

Baker Brooks.  Fast Eddie also reported for Pitch Magazine and somehow his retirement from reporting on the music 

scene isn’t final so he will be reporting for us from the Northern Virginia area with its many music venues. Please help 

welcome Fast Eddie to Speak Up Community News and we hope you enjoy his first article and photos for us).  

Hello everybody, this is Fast Eddie Galvin and I'm back at it with the music scene. I was at Jiffy Lube 

Live in Bristow Virginia on Saturday August 29, 2015 for a concert featuring Kenny Wayne Shepherd 

who opened for Van Halen. It was a great night the average temp was around 72 and nice and clear.   

Kenny Wayne Shepherd started things off with some Blues off of his cd's and he jumped into a Jimi 

Hendrix Voodoo Child and some Earl King Come on Let the Good Times Roll. I kinda got lost in the 

mix. There are some numbers on Kenny Wayne Shepherd’s guitar and anybody really into the Blues will 

probably know what the numbers mean. Shepherd sounded good but I didn't feel the energy. Plus the 

crowd numbers were still a little light.  

The crowd numbers reached about 12,500 and they came alive when the Van Halen hit the stage with a whole lot of 

energy. Van Halen came out with a bang and the jacket that David Lee Roth was wearing, you would think was battery 

operated the way it shined. Eddie Van Halen was just laid back and putting on a show. I didn't know what to expect (of 

the Van Halen performance) I'm a Bluesman, but when these guys started I really enjoyed what I was hearing and by the 

sound of the crowd, they did too.  

Something that I noticed, which was cool, is that while you’re waiting in line (to enter the concert area) there is a 

Karaoke machine set up by the gate, so if you feel you got the itch you can go over and show the crowd what kind of 

pipes you have. It was a great concert and I’m back!!!  

Fast Eddie 
 

Kenny Wayne Shepherd 

     
 

Van Halen 

    
To see more photos and articles of this and other events Like us as on:  www.facebook.com/speakupnews  


