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“Serving in the Four-State area since 2001” 

Speak Up Community News promotes the Culture, Health and Success of the community.  Subscription is free.  Articles and remarks 
are welcomed. Contact: Brothers Who Care, 131 W. North Avenue, Martin Luther King Community Center, Hagerstown, Maryland 
21740.  Phone (301) 393-9290.  Download a full-color copy of this news publication at: www.brotherswhocare.org 
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                                                                                                                             Submitted photo by Diane Graham 
Eagle Scout Project: Outdoor Classroom 

Tanner Graham, age 17 had an idea for an Outdoor Classroom that would not only give children 
the chance to hold class outdoors, it would also allow children to experience nature, watch the 
wildlife, the birds, butterflies and insects the plants will attract. 
Tanner, a Boy Scout in Troop 117 (Clear Spring, Maryland), has the rank of Life Scout with the 
Boy Scouts Mason-Dixon Council.  The Outdoor Classroom is his project for part of his 
application for Eagle Rank. Tanner completed the outdoor classroom with the help of five of his 
fellow Scouts and 14 adult volunteers.  The amazing project that was built in nearly one day will 
benefit the Head Start of Washington County students that attend or visit the Sargent Shriver 
Head Start Center, where the Outdoor Classroom was built from the ground up. 
That’s not all that is amazing; Tanner has been diagnosed with Asperger’s Syndrome (a high 
functioning form of Autism).  Most people who meet Tanner have no idea he has any illness, they 

may see him as being odd and withdrawn in social settings.  Tanner was often bullied and made fun of in school; he 
struggled to make or keep friends so he would spend most of his time in his room playing video games.  He joined scouts 
at the age of twelve and steadily advanced through the ranks with the help of his Scout brothers who accept and support 
him.  Joining Scouts brought Tanner out of his room and into a group that accepts him, supports him and he finally feels 
like he fits in. 



 

Tanner’s success in Scouts is due in part to the support that he receives from his Scoutmaster Keith Sheffler.  Sheffler has 
been Scoutmaster for Troop 117 for over 19 years and he has led several other Scouts in Troop 117 to the rank of Eagle 
Scout including Michael Smith, Corey Chaney and Matthew Henesy. 
Tanner still needs to complete the remaining Eagle Scout project paperwork and submit his Eagle Rank application along 
with references; then he must successfully complete an Eagle Scout board of review before he will know if he will be 
honored with the Eagle Scout rank.  Completing the project does not guarantee the Eagle Scout rank. Nevertheless, short 
of the public schools outdoor school facilities, this may be the only year round Outdoor Classroom.  Head Start students 
can spend time outdoors in reasonably safe weather above 32 degrees without storms, snowfall or ice.  The Outdoor 
Classroom will get plenty of use and educational benefit from Tanner’s project deserving of the gratitude knowing this will 
bring a unique experience to students and teachers alike for years to come. 

     
 

     
Tanner and Corey’s mothers (Diane Graham and Kathy Chaney) both work for Head Start of Washington County  
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May 2015 Health Byte by Erien Frazier 

Spring is finally here! And the sun is warming up the ground for spring plantings. We will talk about 
sunshine this month because it is the next item to focus on in our N.E.W.S.T.A.R.T. In the last article 
we talked about water and how important it is to keep our bodies hydrated. Sunshine is super 
important too. It has so many benefits like taking cholesterol in our bodies and converting it to 
Vitamin D.  
When we think about gardening, we know that seeds and plants need water and sunshine just like 
we do. The great thing about gardening is that many of the items in N.E.W.S.T.A.R.T. get checked 
off at the same time. It’s like killing two birds with one stone. For example, when we garden, we are 
getting fresh air, exercise, and sunshine. After being in the sun working for a while we get thirsty and 

need water, rest, and food. It’s not by accident that God gave gardening to Adam and Eve. For many people though, they 
must be careful and protect their skin from sun rays that have the potential to harm them.  
In the springtime we naturally gravitate to the sunny outdoors. That is good. Our activities should include gardening even if 
it means growing a few tomato plants in 5 gallon buckets. It is always a good idea to be able to contribute to your own food 
supply. There are many clever ways for growing lots of food in small spaces. There is bucket gardening, grow box 
gardening, tower gardening, wood pallet gardening, bales of hay gardening, hydroponic gardening, etc. I recently saw an 
article on how to grow 100 lbs of potatoes in a very small area. There was another article about how to plant tomatoes in a 
small area so that they grow at least 6 feet tall. There is a lot of information available to help make your garden a success. 
I recommend using heirloom seeds because they typically are not genetically modified and you can save the seeds of the 
plants you grow. But if you can’t get access to them, buy your seeds locally. The sky is the limit with ways to grow lots of 
food. So get in the sunshine and get your hands in some dirt. Your body, mind, and soul will love you for it. 



 

“Village Talk” series continues  
It takes a village and we are trying to attract about 12 people involved in Ministry to spend 45 minutes with us to have a 
“Village Talk” and discuss “Minors using and having access to tobacco (cigarettes, cigars, vaporized/electronic tobacco 
products).  We would like in this gathering: 4 Pastors or Church Elders (at least one who has used tobacco); 4 Ministers 
who work with youth members; and 4 people who attend church at least once a month (at least one who has used tobacco 
products). During this discussion we are going to spend about 15 minutes on each of the three topics below: 
 

·  Should selling tobacco to minors be a crime giving sellers a criminal record or just a fine?   
·  How do we help pregnant smokers cease using tobacco? 
·  How do you feel about vapor products being used in public places (public parks, restaurants, community centers, 

in public housing units, school campuses, grocery store…)?  
 
The Village Talk has a format and ground rules that include: A short anonymous survey; All participants are encouraged to 
have a voice during the discussion and every voice in the village talk is respected and protected.  While the discussion is 
encouraged to be shared outside of the session, the names of who said what are to be respected and kept confidential. If 
you are interested in being a part of this discussion, your time and voice is needed and appreciated.  At our last Village 
Talk session it was revealed that one of the youth participants age 15, regularly buys cigarettes from the store.  One 
participant revealed in a survey that they tried tobacco younger than the age of 10. Tobacco use by minors is a serious 
concern across the United States, tobacco being sold to minors is a serious problem that the State of Maryland is working 
to reduce.  Call Brothers Who Care (301-393-9290) to participate in a Village Talk session.  There will be a light meal 
provided during this session.  The Village Talk format can also be used to discuss other topics during other series. 
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We rate movies on a 5-Point  Scale: 0 = Worthless; 2 = Needs Work; 3 = Okay; 4 = Worthwhile; 5 = Good Movie 
 
“Mad Max: Fury Road” (3D) starring Tom Hardy, Charl ize Theron and Nicholas Hoult scores a “4.5” 
This is an action adventure filled with vehicular mayhem and ultra violence 
 

“Mad Max: Fury Road” is a bizarre twisted depiction of post apocalyptic 
Australia.  Most of the footage is filmed in South Africa, which seems to be 
a preferred location for the making of United Kingdom movies. Followers of 
the 1979 Mad Max franchise will get to experience a fresh exhilarating 
adventure that is non-stop, bizarre, riveting, bizarre, unimaginable and did I 
mention “bizarre”.  It was refreshing to see movie makers challenge the 
imagination within the framework of the original Mad Max format.  Tyranny 
and savage vehicles still rule in a dystopian society. Max (played by Tom 
Hardy) is unwillingly pivoted into a hero’s role assisting the story’s herion 
Imperator Furiosa (played by Charlize Theron).  Fury Road offers a much 
different storyboard from the original Mad Max series of the 70’s and 80’s.  
This version of Mad Max has little focus on Max, its more about the female 
characters.  This story recruits the likes of super model Abby Lee (playing 
The Dag) and celebrity royalty Zoe Kravitz to help tell the tale of damsels in 
distress.  Zoe Kravitz (daughter of Lenny Krazivtz and Lisa Bonet) has a 
few decent movies to her credit (Divergent and X-Men: First Class) yet they 
used none of that experience in her Mad Max role as Toast the Knowing. 
The men however do hold down the villain roles.  Max and the ladies are 
pursued by a trio made up of the characters: Immortan Joe (leading the 
War Boy army), Bullet Farmer and The People Eater.  Mad Max 
characters, just like in the earlier movies, still have corny sounding names 
yet on the other hand the action in Mad Max: Fury Road is fierce and epic.  
I saw Fury Road in RealD 3D which added dimension to the clashing 
battles scenes in a movie which is basically a car chase using grossly 
morphed vehicles, making the theater the ideal place to see this movie.  
One of our movie reviewers saw the movie at the Cobb Theaters in 

Leesburg, Virginia which allowed him to have a interactive theme park movie theater experience.  Cobb Theaters has a 
theater room with the MFX D Box seats that moves mimicking the motion unraveling on the screen.  This experience will 
cost you $21, which is about the price to get in an IMAX theater that offers Mega 3D screens.  Whatever your choice if you 
like action, adventure and science fiction “Mad Max: Fury Road” delivers. 



 

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY                                                     ���� ����	   photos by Brother Andy & John Williams 
2015 Neighborhood Day of Hope on Wheaton Park in Ha gerstown 

   
 

  
 

   
 

  
To see more photos and articles of the 2015 Neighborhood Day of Hope join us on www.facebook.com/brotherswhocare  
We wish to thank the City of Hagerstown Neighborhoods 1st program for making this event possible and having smoke free parks! 


