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“Serving in the Four-State area since 2001” 

Speak Up Community News promotes the Culture, Health and Success of the community.  Subscription is free.  Articles and remarks 
are welcomed. Contact: Brothers Who Care, 131 W. North Avenue, Martin Luther King Community Center, Hagerstown, Maryland 
21740.  Phone (301) 393-9290.  Download a full-color copy of this news publication at: www.brotherswhocare.org 

 

WORD ON THE STREET 
 
November is National American Indian Heritage Month in the U.S. 

  
 
The National Museum of the American Indian is part of the Smithsonian Institution and is dedicated to the life, languages, 
literature, history, and arts of the Native Americans of the Western Hemisphere. It has three facilities: the National 
Museum of the American Indian on the National Mall in Washington, D.C., which opened on September 21, 2004, on 
Fourth Street and Independence Avenue, Southwest; the George Gustav Heye Center, a permanent museum in New York 
City; and the Cultural Resources Center, a research and collections facility in Suitland, Maryland. The foundations for the 
present collections were first assembled in the former Museum of the American Indian in New York City, which was 
established in 1916, and which became part of the Smithsonian in 1990. 
For our readers in the Maryland, Virginia, Pennsylvania and West Virginia region, Speak Up Community News highly 
recommends a visit to the Washington D.C. Museum of the American Indian sometime this month.  They usually have 
special events in line with the American Indian Heritage Month and access to the building is easy. The site on the National 
Mall opened in September 2004. Fifteen years in the making, it is the first national museum in the country dedicated 
exclusively to Native Americans. The five-story, 250,000-square-foot, curvilinear building is clad in a golden-colored 
Kasota limestone designed to evoke natural rock formations shaped by wind and water over thousands of years. 
The museum is set in a 4.25 acres site and is surrounded by simulated wetlands. The museum’s east-facing entrance, its 
prism window and its 120-foot high space for contemporary Native performances are direct results of extensive 
consultations with Native peoples. The Washington D.C. museum location offers a range of exhibitions, film and video 
screenings, school group programs, public programs and living culture presentations throughout the year.  For those of 
you who would visit on the weekend, you can park underground in the Department of Commerce Ronald Regan building 
on 14

th
 Street & Constitution Avenue for around $10 all day.  The Regan building has a food court on the Concourse level, 

which has a diverse choice of stores with very reasonably priced food and meals or you can dine on your own food and will 
be a 3 minute stroll from the Mall (and about a 10 minute hike over to the National Museum of the American Indian).  So 
take your strollers along for the tots and enjoy a free family friendly day learning the culture of our American Indian family. 



 

Speak Up Community News went to Washington D.C. for a visit to the National Museum of the American Indian (NMAI) 
with two young Native Americans who really enjoyed their heritage and what the museum offers.  They have plenty of 
activities for children at the National Museum of the American Indian.  Just inside the first floor entrance to the Potomac 
Atrium there were children and adults gathered participating in free “make-and-take” craft activities.  Jahmane and Joseph, 
of Hagerstown Maryland, participated in a craft activity involving ceremonial mask.  The kids witnessed an authentic “Day 
of the Dead” dance and Joseph did not care much for the character in the Devil costume. 
 
The group continued their journey with a visit to the fourth floor of the museum to see the “Our Universe” exhibition where 
Jah and Joseph stopped to take in a short movie about a famous American Indian fable. American Indian Heritage Month 
is also a time to look back at what changed the course of the Nation.  The museum exhibition wing “Nation to Nation” 
takes you through a serious experience Native Americans had and are still dealing with in regards to treaties and self-
determination. 
 
After a photo-opt with Edward Hiavka’s statue “Allies in War, Partners in Peace”, then it was on to the “Our Lives” wing of 
the museum to see the eye opening exhibit “Faces of Native America” a photographic collage by Cynthia Frankenburg of 
the faces of American Indians along with the riveting tale of questionable methods that were used to determine or qualify 
Native American identity.  Frankenburg’s exhibit shows faces of American Indians that resemble any of the U.S. 
population, which has a blend of American Indians and mixed-blood American Indians like our young visitors along with the 
Speak Up Community News crew on this tour of the nation’s American Indian museum.   
 
The young guests were pleased with the museum’s ImagiNation center, located on the third floor that is loaded with 
interactive activities and games.  Jah and Joseph had fun with the Native Skate Jam; the kayak simulator; the Snowshoe 
Experiment and exploring the authentic tipi.  The little guys were tempted to sneak a ride on the life-size horses decorated 
in native regalia. The ImagiNation center is open Tuesday through Sunday 10am to 5pm.  Some American Indians referred 
to North America as “Turtle Island”.  If you look through our photo journal you may get a glimpse of how two young Native 
Americans enjoy being on Turtle Island. 
 
If you’re looking for American Indians you don't have to look far. There are over five million American Indians and mixed-
blood American Indians in the United States, one out of ten Americans are of Native descent. You too can enjoy our visit to 
the Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian in Washington D.C. by clicking on the link below to see* the 
Speak Up Community News camera phone pictures of this National American Indian Heritage Month activity:   
 
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.950875844941588.1073742116.100000575439654&type=1&l=eed624d08f 
 
 

POWER TO THE PEOPLE 
 
Native American presentation offered by the Washington County Interfaith Coalition 
On Thursday, November 13, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Christ Reformed Church (located at 130 W. Franklin Street in 
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740) Deborah "Turtle” Swartz, dressed in the regalia of a Native American woman in the Mid-
Atlantic region of the 18th century, will explain the spiritual significance of the clothing and teach basic Native American 
spiritual beliefs common throughout the Northeast for that time period.  
 
Holiday Shopping BIZARRE at the Robert W. Johnson Community Center 
Saturday December 6, 2014 from 8am to 2pm the center will be hosting a shopping bizarre fundraiser open to: Buyers, 
Sellers and Vendors.  Table rental space ranges from $10 - $20 for tables provided by the center located at 109 W. North 
Avenue Hagerstown, Maryland 21740.   Proceeds from this charity activity will benefit the Robert W. Johnson Community 
Center which is not only a host to youth initiatives, the facility is a meeting place for Boy and Girl Scouting; the local 
NAACP; faith based groups; Narcotics Anonymous; food bank distributions along with a community garden, swimming 
pool and outdoor pavilion. You can support the Johnson Center with your participation in this event and other activities by 
contacting the center at (301) 790-0203; email Karen Cook: k.cook@myactv.net.  
     
Limited door-to-door delivery of Speak Up Community newspapers 
As the season for inclement weather nears, door-to-door delivery is limited to housing developments and apartment 
complexes. This is an electronic publication which you can always download from our website: www.brotherswhocare.org 
current and past issues in full-color.  When you visit our website you can watch our many Photo Story movies of events 
you may have attended or missed.  Speak Up is a reader supported publication and we wish to thank those who continue 
to submit articles, information, remarks and comments as well as donations of time and money. We are also on Facebook 
so join us online at: http://facebook.com/brotherswhocare. Visit our website and you can see what you have been missing 
and stay up to date and if you wish to have a printed copy call our office (301) 393-9290 and you can be added to our 
email list by sending your contact information to: speakup@brotherswhocare.org.  Have a safe and happy holiday season. 



 

One of the BEST Powwows in the Baltimore-Washington area.  See our Facebook albums of last year’s event! 



 

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY                                                    NEWS Crew  photos by Brother Andy & John Williams 

 
Autumn Reggae Festival at Linganore Winecellars in Mt. Airy, Maryland 

   
 

   
Music, Dancing, Food & Drink attracts up to five thousand guests to the Linganore Winecellars annual Autumn Reggae 
Festival. See our Facebook albums with over 100 photos of the festival party: www.facebook.com/brotherswhocare. 
 
Neighborhood Walk-About strengthened community relations 

   
Neighborhood friends, clergy and Hagerstown police officers walked the Jonathan Street neighborhood going door-to-door 
sharing information and concerns for the community. More than eight police officers took advantage of the activity to reach 
out with ideas on how to better serve the community, while neighborhood leaders/clergy also expressed the same 
intention.  Police officers paired with neighborhood friends in a well received effort that gave officers a chance to meet the 
community without an emergency or complaint call.  This activity is one of the steps being taken to reduced public safety 
concerns.  A follow-up Walk-About is being planned for the upcoming months.  If interested, contact the Neighborhoods 1

st
 

Medal of Honor Group that meets in the Bethel Gardens Community Center the 1
st
 Thursday each month at 7pm. 


