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WORD ON THE STREET
Montgomery County, Maryland hosted a Premiere of the
documentary film: “The Truth About Our Kids” at the
Silver Spring Civic Center to an audience of young people
and adults in a red carpet premiering of the film that is
going out across the State of Maryland sharing a story of
the experience of four individuals impacted by being
charged as adults for crimes they commited while of
juvenile age. A major dilemma with the process is that
there are two ways currently in Maryland that a child can
face criminal charges as an adult: a Judicial Waiver in
which a judge decides that the crime commited by a
juvenile should be waived over to adult court and the
Direct File System which a systematic process automatically determines a child being charged as an adult. The latter of
the process appears to be the most “flawed” part of the judicial system. If the police or State’s Attorney’s office “over
charges” a juvenile can be held in adult custody for 4 months to 2 years before a case is heard. Over 70% of juveniles
charged as adults have their cases sent back to the juvenile justice system or have their cases dismissed outright.
Unfortunately the child has been exposed to an adult system that damages some young people mentally or physically.
Everyone should be entitled to fairness and equality in the legal system. And even if you are not opposed to a juvenile
being charged as an adult, you would hope that a young person would get the benefit of a judge making that decision
opposed to automatic process that could dump a young person into an adult detention facility. And even if adult charges
are rendered by a judge, a young person should be detained in a facility suited to handle someone their age until a
judgment was arrived at for the charges. Unfortunately, the bulk of cases going through the judicial system may strain the
possibility of every juvenile facing adult charges to receive a review by a judge, however with “Prisons for Profit”, a real
phenomenon and unfair prosecutorial discretion, better measures should be in place to protect the system from abusing
young people who may be discriminated upon due to their social economic disadvantages and trending political climates.
The documentary “The Truth About Our Youth” is a very compelling presentation for the judicial process to be improved.
One of the individuals in the documentary was available at the panel discussion that followed the Montgomery County
premiere. The panel discussion added dialogue giving a face-to-face realistic account of what the system is doing now
and what can be done to overhaul an apparently failing process. Rashad Hawkins (Community Law In Action) is one of
the organizers for the premiering of the documentary and can be contacted about having a premiere in your school or
community. Email: rashad@cliayouth.org or call their office: 410-706-3875. You can also use this link to see the trailer of
“The Truth About Our Youth”: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SgtZjox_jKA&feature=youtu.be

POWER TO THE PEOPLE
The 87th Shenandoah Apple Blossom included a Las Vegas-style event this year with the “Apple Blossom’s Got Talent”
contest. 12 contest finalists performed under the Sprint Tent on the grounds of the
Winchester Medical Center before an audience and panel of celebrities that included the
Bloom's Sports Marshal, NBA star Bill Walton; Mary Willis-White (NY attorney and OffBroadway Producer); Lesley Lopez (founder of Martinsburg’s Got Talent) and America Got
Talent 2011 winner Landau Murphy Jr. The twelve contestants went through two rounds of
which the six finalist were picked by the celebrity panel and the final three winners were
chosen by the audience. Winchester native Amanda Ortiz emerged as the winner beating
out 2nd place winners the Traveling Hillbillies and the 3rd place dance couple. Special
performance presentations were given by contest preliminaries "Beatboxer" Austin Bossidy
and singer PJ Klein. Klein gave a heartwarming performance of "Somewhere Over the
Rainbow" that brought celebrities and the audience to their feet in a standing ovation. The
Master of Ceremonies was radio deejay and entertainer Bill "Mr. Extravaganza" Norris. The
Apple Blossom’s Got Talent also included a magic show given by magician Mario Orsin
and a 1-hour special performance by Landau Eugene Murphy Jr. with the sounds that make him popular as a headlining
act in Las Vegas. The audience was invited to dance and filled the dance area. Join us on Facebook to see our photo
albums of the incredible Apple Blossom Got Talent show: www.facebook.com/brotherswhocare

Can You Say?
DESTRUCTIVE BEHAVIOR IS

NOT FOR ME
DESTRUCTIVE BEHAVIOR Includes…

Using Tobacco
Not Eating Right
Inactive Lifestyles
Unsafe/Unprotected Sex
Violence, Bullying & Suicide
Brothers Who Care, with funding from the Washington County Health Department and the Maryland
Department of Health & Mental Hygiene, will be helping to eliminate the destructive behaviors listed
by encouraging active living, healthy eating and tobacco-free living using the NOT FOR ME project
and other activities. You can stop destructive behaviors or get help with destructive behaviors.
Contact us at (301) 393-9290. Everyone can make things better. Please share this message.

HERE IS HOW YOU AND A GUEST CAN ENTER AND WIN
$$$CASH$$$ PRIZES AT THE 2014 DAY OF HOPE!!!
CUT out the two invitations below, WRITE your name above
“You are invited” on one and BRING the invitation with you to
the Day of Hope event. TURN in your invitation for a drawing
of up to $50! INVITE someone with the other invitation. HAVE
them write there name on the top. WRITE your name on the
bottom of the invitation you gave them. Have THEM turn in the
invitation at the Day of Hope event. If your name is drawn, you
get a chance to take an envelope with a cash prize. If your
name is at the bottom of an invitation chosen, you BOTH get a
chance to draw an envelope with a CASH prize! See you there.
You are invited to the
Medal of Honor Group

You are invited to the
Medal of Honor Group

DAY of HOPE

DAY of HOPE

Saturday – May 17, 2014
12 Noon to 4 PM
Wheaton Park
Hagerstown, Maryland

Saturday – May 17, 2014
12 Noon to 4 PM
Wheaton Park
Hagerstown, Maryland

The theme for the event

The theme for the event

“Celebrating Our Youth”

“Celebrating Our Youth”

In case of heavy rain or a storm this event will be
held in the Martin Luther King Jr. Community
Center on 131 W. North Avenue in Hagerstown

In case of heavy rain or a storm this event will be
held in the Martin Luther King Jr. Community
Center on 131 W. North Avenue in Hagerstown

With something for EVERYONE!

With something for EVERYONE!

FREE Music, FREE food and food you can buy,
FREE Community Services, Cultural Dancing,
Zumba & Interactive Dancing, Youth Activities,
Poetry & Spoken Word Art, $$$ Cash Prizes!!!

FREE Music, FREE food and food you can buy,
FREE Community Services, Cultural Dancing,
Zumba & Interactive Dancing, Youth Activities,
Poetry & Spoken Word Art, $$$ Cash Prizes!!!

TEAR THIS PAPER IN HALF TO SHARE THIS
INVITATION WITH A FRIEND! THANKS
Call 301 992-1349 for more information.

TEAR THIS PAPER IN HALF TO SHARE THIS
INVITATION WITH A FRIEND! THANKS
Call 301 992-1349 for more information.

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY

NEWS Crew photos by Brother Andy & John Williams

87th Shenandoah Apple Blossom Festival “Queen of Shenandoah” Ali Astin

The Coronation of Queen Shenandoah is noted as one of the oldest and most notable traditions of the Apple Blossom Festival in
Winchester, Virginia. 2014 Queen Shenandoah Alexandra "Ali" Astin was crowned in the presence of her family after being escorted
to the throne by her father Sean Astin (Lord of the Rings actor) and her first royal order was to knight her grandfather John Astin (star
of the original Addams Family T.V. series). Click link below to see the Speak Up Community News photo documentary:
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.841241542571686.1073742002.100000575439654&type=1&l=27caf00485

2014 Apple Blossom Festival Press Conference

The 2014 Apple Blossom Festival Press Conference provided an intimate gathering of celebrities and special guests that shared
interviews and photos with media representatives. Shown above at the press conference are: reality show stars Sean & Catherine Lowe;
Kota the Police K9 and handler Cpl. Brittney Kotinski-Neer; Queen Shenandoah 2014 Ali Astin and her grandfather John Astin.
Click on the links below to see the Speak Up Community News photo documentary:
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.841255439236963.1073742003.100000575439654&type=1&l=b2748d3a05

2014 Apple Blossom’s Got Talent

Pictured above is Amanda Ortiz winner of the 2014 Apple Blossom’s Got Talent and the photo on the right is America’s Got Talent
winner Landau Murphy, who was a celebrity judge for the Apple Blossom contest. Murphy, a Las Vegas headlining performer, did not
hold back any talent during his one-hour performance at the Apple Blossom’s Got Talent, Vegas style show held in Winchester, VA.

