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“Serving in the Four-State area since 2001” 

Speak Up Community News promotes the Culture, Health and Success of the community.  Subscription is free.  Articles and remarks 
are welcomed. Contact: Brothers Who Care, 131 W. North Avenue, Martin Luther King Community Center, Hagerstown, Maryland 
21740.  Phone (301) 393-9290.  Download a full-color copy of this news publication at: www.brotherswhocare.org 

 

WORD ON THE STREET 
 
“Merry Wishmas” 

The Holidays are here, a time of year for good cheer.  “Merry Wishmas” is the cheer that 
Speak Up Community News apprentice Joseph Smith (age 3) is spreading in his travels.  
On a day that we were looking for some fun and affordable family activities for the 
holidays our travels took us to the Valley Mall south of Hagerstown, Maryland.  The mall 
had a few fun stops that included an electric train exhibit.  Santa was in the center court 
of the mall available for photos at a $29.99 price tag, hardly inexpensive.  The mall trip 
did yield a gem of information that came from Spencer Jackson (also know in the music 
industry as “Spence”).  Spence told us he was going to visit Byron Park in Williamsport, 
Maryland, just a few miles south of the mall, to see the holiday lighting then he and his 
family would be visiting the Springfield Barn, also in Williamsport, to see the Christmas 
tree exhibits, Santa Claus and enjoy snack treats, all free.  This information turned out to 
be a news worthy adventure that we are going to share.   We found ourselves welcomed 
to the 6

th
 Annual Charlie Brown Christmas at the Springfield barn in Williamsport, 

Maryland There are dozens of fully decorated Christmas trees put on exhibit by 
organizations from around the area. You can write a message or prayer for a loved one 
on a link and attach it to the Community Prayer Trees. The barn has Santa's sleigh and 
reindeer suspended from the ceiling while Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus greet the children. 

You can also drop off your wish list to Santa. There is an electric train track that includes a Charlie Brown Peanuts exhibit 
by Moe’s Train Room; Buster the large talking white bear, with lots of Teddy Bears hidden around the barn along with 
unique ornaments and holiday decorations that fill the Barn; a snow machine; snacks called "Reindeer Food" and a horse 
drawn wagon ride by Triple R Livery (a $2 fee for the horse rides). This fun event started through Joan Knode and Tearza 
Knode and continues with help from Ronnie Bragunier, generous volunteers, Williamsport town employees, donations and 
Mr. & Mrs. Claus.  Speak Up apprentice Joseph enjoyed the fun that's FREE and there are a few days left for the event 
that started this season on December 6th. Remaining days are: Tuesday December 9th (12noon to 5pm) Thursday 
December 11th (3pm to 8pm) and December 13th & 14th (3pm to 8pm).   

          



 

POWER TO THE PEOPLE 
 
Fixing the Problem with Tobacco Sales to Minors 
States around the nation have fallen below the national average in keeping tobacco from being sold to minors by licensed 
tobacco vendors.  Why are tobacco sales to minors a big problem? If you are old enough to purchase tobacco legally, then 
you are pretty much responsible for what using tobacco can do to your health.  Tobacco users have made the choice to 
take the risk of getting addicted to the drug nicotine and getting sick or dying from tobacco related illnesses. However, 
responsible adults should take care not to play a role in putting minors in possession of tobacco so they do not have the 
opportunity to put their health at risk of addiction, chronic diseases and death!  So together we all need to save minors 
from the risk.  A first action that we can take is preventing the sell of tobacco to minors. Do not sell or give tobacco to 
minors and don’t expose them to tobacco smoke.  Yes, second hand smoke is harmful! 
We can fix the problem with tobacco sales to minors in your community.  Brothers Who Care will be providing FREE 
Tobacco Vendor Compliance education FREE to license tobacco vendors and their employees.  Customers can do their 
part in not facilitating second hand sales to minors (buying tobacco products and giving them to minors is illegal and 
wrong). 
The cost of tobacco related illnesses in the State of Maryland is over $2.5 billion dollars a year.  Meaning, everyone paying 
taxes in the state will have to chip in.  Does this mean we are trying to control adult smokers? No, however there is help for 
those who want to stop using tobacco.  Call the toll free phone number 1-800 QUIT NOW (1-800-784-8669) when you are 
ready to take a step towards quitting tobacco. 
Arrangements are being made to receive the FREE Tobacco Vendor Compliance education training provided throughout 
the State of Maryland.  In the Hagerstown, Maryland area you can contact Brothers Who Care (301-393-9290 or email: 
bwc@brotherswhocare.org) for more information on the compliance education or to set up a community discussion to help 
fix our problems with compliance. 
     
CVS Pharmacies gave up selling tobacco and set up MinuteClinic® 
CVS pharmacies are no longer contributing to increasing tobacco related illnesses by selling tobacco products. CVS 
Health is increasing ways to improve health and treat illnesses by expanding Minute Clinics.  
MinuteClinic® walk-in medical clinics are staffed by nurse practitioners and physician assistants who specialize in family 
health care. They care for children and adults, every day with no appointment needed.  Clinic experienced practitioners: 
 

• Diagnose, treat and write prescriptions for common family illnesses such as strep throat, bladder infections, 
pink eye, and infections of the ears, nose and throat. 

• Provide common vaccinations for flu, pneumonia, pertussis and hepatitis, among others. 

• Treat minor wounds, abrasions, joint sprains, and skin conditions such as poison ivy, ringworm, lice and acne. 

• Provide a wide range of wellness services including TB testing, sports and camp physicals, and lifestyle 
programs such as smoking cessation and a medically based weight loss program. 

• Offer routine lab tests, instant results and education for those with diabetes, high cholesterol or high blood 
pressure. 

• Provide care to adults and children 18 months and older for most services. 

• Share records with primary care provider with patient permission. 
 
Limited door-to-door delivery of Speak Up Community newspapers 
As inclement weather nears, door-to-door delivery is limited to housing developments and apartment complexes. This is 
an electronic publication which you can always download from our website: www.brotherswhocare.org current and past 
issues in full-color.  When you visit our website you can watch our many Photo Story movies of events you may have 
attended or missed.  Speak Up is a reader supported publication and we wish to thank those who continue to submit 
articles, information, remarks and comments as well as donations of time and money. Remember when you visit our 
website you can see what you have been missing and stay up to date:  
 

Movie Reviews: http://brotherswhocare.org/moviereviews.html 
 

Photo Albums: http://brotherswhocare.org/photoalbums.html 
 

Photo Slideshows Movies: http://brotherswhocare.org/photostories.html 
 

Past and Current issues of Speak Up: http://brotherswhocare.org/speakup.html  
 

You can still receive a printed copy outside of normal delivery by calling our office (301) 393-9290 and you can be added to 
our email list by sending your contact information to: speakup@brotherswhocare.org.  Have a safe and happy holiday 
season.   
We are also on Facebook so join us at: http://facebook.com/brotherswhocare and get the latest information updated daily 
including our weekly movie reviews; announcements and what our Facebook friends share.  



 

SPEAK UP MOVIE REVIEW  

We rate movies on a 5-Point Scale: 0 = Worthless; 2 = Needs Work; 3 = Okay; 4 = Worthwhile; 5 = Good Movie 
 
Horrible Bosses 2 starring Jason Bateman, Chris Pine, Jennifer Aniston and Jamie Foxx scores a “4” 
This is a comedy adventure with strong profanity, bawdy humor and insensitive references 
 

You will need “thick” skin for this movie folks, it has plenty of foul mouthed humor, yet the laughs are 
plenty. These characters are condescending to themselves and off the scales insensitive.  Critics feel 
that this line of Hollywood heavies could have done better with their time.  But you know what they say, 
“Forget them if they can’t take a joke”.  Actually that’s the g-rated version of that saying. Despite the 
attempt at a plot, stupidity is the storyboard which is flawlessly captured by these talented stars.  Every 
character in the story added a special blend of seasoning that helped cook up a pretty twisted and 
hilarious adventure. It was good to see actors like Kevin Spacey, Chris Pine and Jennifer Aniston 
playing roles that you normally don't see them in which added to the giggle factor of this flick.  If this is 
your type of humor, then it’s worth a trip to the theaters.  If you’re just curious about this movie, catch it 
later on disk.  Either way you’re going to laugh. 
 

Click on the link below to download our complete list of movie reviews for 2014: 
http://brotherswhocare.org/images/Movie_Reviews_2014.pdf 
 
Our TOP Movie Theaters that we do our movie viewing at in the Four-State area:  
  
Regal Theaters n Hagerstown, Maryland Valley Mall, is a clean theater with plenty of viewing options including 3D and the 
latest digital formats except for IMAX.  Regal Theaters have Discounts on Tuesday nights that include movies reduced 
below matinee price and discounts on refreshments as well if you use your Regal card.  Using your Regal card will earn 
you FREE movie passes and FREE refreshments. 
 
Alamo Drafthouse Cinema in Winchester, Virginia (Great HUGE screens, great 3D with real 3D glasses; the food and 
drink is ordered at your seat and brought to you – including alcohol beverages.  Down side is that the waiter staff is moving 
around the entire movie, which can be distracting. 
 
Johnson IMAX Theatre in the Museum of Natural History in Washington DC has a 60 foot by 90 foot screen and the best 
3D around!  Plus if you are a card carrying member of the Smithsonian Institute like us, you get huge discounts on 
movies.  Their prices are okay for DC and if you are down in the museum district take the kids in to see a 3D short movie. 
 
Leitersburg Cinemas in Hagerstown, Maryland near the Pennsylvania border, if you catch the matinee you can enjoy the 
VIP seats for matinee prices – they also have a Dinner Theater too where you buy the food at the counter, take and eat it 
in nice recliners that have trays and no theater staff running around distracting you during the movie.  No booze though in 
this movie house, you’ll have to go to Alamo for that. 
 
The Community Youth Project Presents: We Are One 
Heather Gayle is inviting you to come out to the event, “We Are One” on Saturday, December 13, 2014 at 2pm in the 
Kingdom Agenda Christian Center located at 4740 Martinsburg Pike, Clear Brook, Virginia 22624.  ALL are Welcome!  
There will be: Musicians, Singers, Dancers, Steppers, Spoken Word, Raffle Prizes & More! FREE ADMISSION and Light 
Refreshments!! They are accepting donations for her church, Kingdom Agenda Christian Center and a portion of the 
proceeds are going toward her scholarship fund to attend the Berklee College of Music in Boston, Massachusetts. Please 
come out and support them if you can.  
“Then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being in one spirit, and of one mind”. (Heather 
Gayle) 
 
Conexiones Bilingual Magazine 
Sergio Polanco, Founder of Conexiones bilingual magazine, wrote that he started the tri-state publication to provide 
educational information as well as entertainment and news about services and important events in Chambersburg – 
Frederick – Hagerstown – Martinsburg and the surrounding area creating a demographic connection. 
 “Conexiones” includes articles such as: Local and National Information; Culture; Health news and tips; a Teacher 
Spotlight; Educational information to help your children be successful in school;; Upcoming events and happenings;            
Messages from Law Enforcement leaders; English Classes; Immigration topics; Food & Dining. Conexiones offers multiple 
and diverse opportunities for those interested in getting connected with the Hispanic community in our area. Sergio wants 
you to become part of the “Conexiones” Project, one of a kind in the Tri-State area reaching more than 12,000 Spanish 
speaking people close to you.  To find out more about the magazine call: 240-347-1050 or visit them online at: 
www.conexionesusa.net.  Conexiones is a FREE magazine publication and does carry commercial advertisements.  



 

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY                                     NEWS Crew  photos by Brother Andy & John Williams 

 
2014 1

st
 Annual Curtis Davis Turkey Bowl on Wheaton Park 

The 2014 Turkey Bowl football game played on Wheaton Park in Hagerstown, Maryland is a neighborhood tradition that 
goes back over 50 years. This year the game was renamed the Annual Curtis Davis Turkey Bowl. Curtis, who played the 
game for over half his life, passed away from cancer last year. Curtis was one of three brothers who followed their father's 
participation in the local football tradition. Curtis’ brother Carlton “MeMe” Davis is one of the organizers who currently plays 
in the games, and keeps the annual event going. Also held was the annual Pee Wee Bowl football game played alongside. 
   

     
   

    
 

Turkey Bowl veteran players watched from the sidelines and the Pee Wee Bowl football game ran parallel to the big boys.  

     
See our Facebook albums for more photos of this and hundreds of other events: www.facebook.com/brotherswhocare. 


