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“Serving in the Four-State area since 2001” 

Speak Up Community News promotes the Culture, Health and Success of the community.  Subscription is free.  Articles and remarks 
are welcomed. Contact: Brothers Who Care, 131 W. North Avenue, Martin Luther King Community Center, Hagerstown, Maryland 
21740.  Phone (301) 393-9290.  Download a full-color copy of this news publication at: www.brotherswhocare.org 
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Summer Fun. By Dwight O Lewis  

We, at Speak Up Community News, 
would like to wish all of our readers a 
very happy and safe summer. We 
decided to dedicate an article in this 

month’s publication to informing our subscribers of a number of FREE or inexpensive summertime activities being held 
throughout the four-state region to give both families and individuals some reasonable ideas to have fun this summer while 
staying close to home. 
We’ll begin by announcing some events being held here in Hagerstown Maryland: 
 The Hagerstown Municipal Band will be continuing its free annual summer concert series at City Park which started 
June 9th and runs through August 25th.  Shows begin every Sunday at 7:30 pm as conductor Lynn Lerew leads his talented 
ensemble through selections by composers to include Chambers, Damare’, Webber, Brahams, Holsinger and Strauss. It 
promises to be a very enriching experience. We at Brothers Who Care suggest that any fans of classical music try and 
make at least one show.  And if classical music isn’t your thing, check out the “Music by the Lake” free concerts 7:00pm to 
8:30pm every Saturday with the Libby Files Stoney Creek on July 20th and the Hillbilly Gypsies on July 27th on City Park. 
 Also music fans can catch the July sessions of “Wind Down Fridays” in the Maryland Theatre courtyard in downtown 
Hagerstown from 6pm to 9pm on July 19th & July 26th.  There is a cost of $5 and anyone 12 years old and under only $2. 
 One of the best kept secrets here in Washington County is the beautiful and scenic PenMar park located at the 
intersection of Blackrock Road. and the Mason Dixon Line. At an altitude of 1,400 feet you’ll be afforded one of the areas 
most picturesque views while your children explore the playground area or you picnic or visit the scenic lookout. On August 
25th the park will host an Everybody Day from morning til evening which will include events and acts such as The Hub City 
Lindi-Hop dancers, jitterbug and waltz contests, Potomac Indian dancers, miniature carrousel building, magicians and 
balloons, organized children’s games (with prizes), and a WJEJ radio broadcast. Concessions will be available but patrons 
are encouraged to bring blankets and lawn chairs to ensure a nice relaxing day in the sun.  PenMar park also hosts a 
weekly summer music series that, this year will include acts such as The Helmut Licht combo, The Headliners and The 
Ray Birely Orchestra to name a few. For more information contact the Washington County Parks and Recreation 
Department at (240) 313-2700. 
 The 11th annual Spudfest will be held at the Washington Co. Rural Heritage Museum located at 7313 Sharpsburg Pike 
in Boonsboro Md. The fest starts promptly at 11am on the morning of Saturday August 24th. Prizes will be awarded for 
finding certain potatoes and there will be various activities including both homemade potato chip and outdoor artisan bread 
making. For more information call (240) 420-1714. 
 The Robert W. Johnson Community Center, located at 109 W. North Avenue, swimming pool opened for the summer 
season on Saturday, June 1st and runs through Saturday, September 7th.  Public Swim Hours are Monday through Friday 
3pm to 6pm and Saturdays 11am to 4pm. Admission is only $2.50 per person daily or you can purchase  seasonal pool 
passes: Individual $30.00; Family (up to 5 people) $60.00. Talk to Karen D. Cook the Executive Director and maybe you 
can get a prorated discount for this already low price seasonal pass.  Phone (301) 790-0203. 
 There will be two evening swim nights held at Marty Snook pool, off Halfway Boulevard, on July 18th and August 8th 
from 6:30 pm. Until 8 pm. Price of admission will be $3 per person. Contact Jaime Dick at (240) 313-2808 to register. 
 The Hagerstown Community college will host a number of summer youth athletic leagues for children and coeds of all 
ages this year. If you or your children are interested please contact the following league organizers: Jaime Dick (girls 
volleyball), (240) 313-2808; John Whitman (boys and girls basketball), (240) 313-2810 or Duc Trieu (boys and girls 
soccer), (240) 313-2813. 



 

Its time again for the Washington County Ag Expo & Fair which runs from July 20th to July 27th located south of 
Hagerstown on the Sharpsburg Pike.  Here is the link to their website for event activities and information: 
http://agexpoandfair.org/ . 
 Of course our boys of summer will be swinging for the fences all summer long at the municipal stadium so all of you 
baseball fans out there be sure and pay patronage to our Hagerstown Suns. 
 And if being outside and catching foul balls isn’t your thing, try catching a FREE movie at the Bridge of Life Movie 
Night every other Saturday starting at 7pm you can enjoy a free movie, free popcorn and a free soda in a safe, family-
friendly environment on 14 S. Potomac Street in Hagerstown.  The next movie is for July 20th. 
 Don’t forget $1 Summer Movies at Leitersburg Cinemas.  Every Tuesday & Wednesday morning at 10:00am. 20145 
Leitersburg Pike, Hagerstown, MD 21742 

July 19th through the 21st come to the “Day in the Park/Battle of Funkstown” with Civil War reenactments, 
encampments, music and fireworks in Funkstown, Maryland.  For more information about this historical event visit: 
http://www.funkstown.com/special-events/day-in-the-park/ . 
 
Here is a here are a few events and activities being held just outside of Hagerstown and across state lines: 
 The Walkersville scenic railroad will hold Southern Railroad weekend excursions every Saturday from May to October 
where individuals, families or couples can enjoy picturesque train rides over vintage tracks. Tours will begin at the 
Walkersville Southern Railroad station located at 34 W. Pennsylvania Avenue in Walkersville Maryland. Call (301) 898-
0899 for more information. They will have a few “dinner trains” left on the evenings of August 3rd and September 7th. 
 The will be free music performances every Thursday from July 11th until August 15th at the Baker Park band shell 
located on 121 N. Bentz Street in Frederick, Maryland 21701. The Linganore Wine Cellars has a Sunday Music Series that 
runs June through August, plus a Reggae, wine and arts festival taking place on July 20th and 21st at the Berryville 
Plantation on 130601 Glissans Mill Road in Mt Airy, Maryland 21771. For more information call (301) 831-5889. 

For our motorcyclist, don’t miss the Fundraiser Motorcycle Rally – Ride for Charity on July 20th in Williamsport 
Maryland to benefit Williamsport Charities. Call the Town of Williamsport for more information or to register: (301) 223-
7711. This event is brought to you by the Annual Bike Nite & Blue Knights of Maryland and West Virginia.  Also don’t miss 
the Martinsburg Bike Night sponsored by the West Virginia Blue Knights Chapter V and Main Street Martinsburg.  August 
24th the Annual Bike Night begins at the Berkeley Plaza with the BADDEST Bike Show from 12noon to 3:30pm then an all 
new “Scenic Ride” that begins at 4pm and arrives back in downtown Martinsburg, West Virginia with the annual “Parade of 
Bikes” at 5:30pm. Downtown parking for bikes opens at 5pm with Music, Food, Vendors and Fun until 11pm. 
For more details on Martinsburg Bike Night email: wvv5pres@gmail.com or visit website: http://www.blueknightswvv.com/. 

For August 3rd The Roger Brooke Taney House museum at 121 S. Bentz Street in Frederick, Maryland will sponsor 
“Slavery in Frederick County” museum tours to gain a perspective of the African American experience of bygone years in 
our area. The tours promise to be both entertaining and educational. Call 301-663-1198 for more details. 

The Museum of Shenandoah Valley in Winchester, Virginia still has a few bands playing in the “Gardens at Night” 
series which started in June. On August 9th join them to hear the bluegrass sounds of “The Naked Mountain Boys” and on 
September 13th catch the hits from the 70’s with the “Robbie Lemon Band” on October 11th “Shag” will play a mix of pop-
rock classics. The “Gardens at Night” gatherings are free to members of the MSV or just $10 for all other to get in on an 
evening of music, food and drink.  Plus enjoy the beauty of the gardens! Call toll free (888) 556-5799 or visit their website: 
http://www.shenandoahmuseum.org to find out more or to join the Museum of Shenandoah Valley. 

Looking for more indoor fun or to beat the heat, the Berkeley Plaza Movie Theater (home of the “Big Movies, Small 
Prices: $5 matinee; $7 evenings w/ discounts for veterans, seniors and children) in Martinsburg, West Virginia, has FREE 
retro movies at 10:00am all summer long visit their website for the listing: http://www.berkeleytheatres7.com/retro-movies/.   
(Brother Andy Smith contributed to this article)  
 
Heritage Community Festival 
Speak Up Community News has received information that people and organizations from the Hagerstown area have 
partnered with the Zion Baptist Church (Hagerstown) and the Neighborhoods 1st Medal of Honor Group to invite you and/or 
your organization to join in presenting the Community Heritage Festival on Saturday, September 14, 2013 from 
10:00a.m.until 6:00p.m. The purpose of the festival is to promote and celebrate the community’s rich heritage of music, 
arts, and crafts.  The festival will consist of arts, crafts, food vendors, entertainment and demonstrators.  This event is for 
the benefit of all cultures represented within the community and will be hosted on the Zion Baptist parking lot adjacent to 
the church located on 61 West Bethel Street, Hagerstown, Maryland 21740.  They invite your participation to make the 
event a success.  The event will begin at 10:00a.m. with a “Heritage Festival Parade” routed through the local community.  
If you would like to participate in the parade, please complete a Community Heritage Festival Parade application.  There is 
no charge to participate in the parade and the application must be returned no later than Thursday, August 15, 2013. 
The festival intends to offer plenty of food, entertainment and exhibitors to reflect a cultural melting pot of backgrounds 
from around the world.  If you are interested in participating as a vendor you will have to complete a Community Heritage 
Festival Exhibitor Registration form which also should be returned by Thursday, August 15, 2013 to reserve a 10ft X 10ft 
space.  All exhibits must be set up by 8:00a.m and a vendor fee of $25 must be submitted with the registration form to help 
with the cost of the event and future Community Heritage Festival expenses.  This event is a “rain or shine” event.  To 
receive more information and/or registration forms, contact William Woodson Sr. at (301) 730-1800. 



 

Get ready for the 7th Annual Hagerstown Hispanic Festival.  Speak Up 
Community News has received news that preparations are underway to 
bring another great festival event to the Fairgrounds Park in Hagerstown, 
Maryland on Sunday, September 15, 2013 at 12noon to 6pm.  Returning 
performances will include the talent of the Armonia Latina International 
Show Band, as well as local and regional food vendors serving authentic 

Hispanic/Latino foods.  Admission is still FREE! There are many cultural events during the Hispanic Heritage Month, the 
Hagerstown Hispanic Festival is still one to be enjoyed by all.  Also, proceeds from festival sponsors benefit a Hagerstown 
Community College scholarship program.  And you can join those who have sponsored this event in the past including:  
Antietam Cable Television; Baker Creative Productions (BCP); Brothers Who Care; Car-rey USA Soccer Academy; 
Hagerstown Community College; Hagerstown Magazine; Hagerstown-Washington County Convention and Visitors 
Bureau; Herald Mail Newspaper; Hispanic Clasificados; International Corporate Training & Marketing; JLG Lift Equipment; 
Mid-Atlantic Hispanic Chamber of Commerce; PNC Bank; Tim Fraker Signs and WHAG TV.  To find out more about the 
festival or how to sponsor send an email to: hispassochag@gmail.com. 
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Tips for a clean Swimming Pool 

The photo on the left is of two wading pools that I used to replace a large 
10,000 gallon above ground pool that once set in our pool yard.  I 
actually first scaled back to a 3,000 gallon quick set pool which required 
almost as much maintenance attention as the larger.  With our children 
grown and raising their own, I basically threw up a couple of wading 
pools for their little ones. Not wanting to deal with a pool pump, filters 
and costly chemicals, a wading pool may be an alternative.  But how do 
you keep a little pool without a pump clean and get crystal clear water as 
shown, without having to dump water every couple of days?  The secret 
is to skim the pool of debris and bugs almost daily, then test the water 
and shock it with a granular pool chlorine as needed.  Also, in my 500 
gallon wading pool, I use a small floating chlorine tablet dispenser just to 
help keep the chlorine levels balance.  For the 500 gallon pool I use 
about 3 teaspoons of Sodium Dichloro-S-Triazinetrione powder in it 

about once a day and once a week I double the dose in to keep the chlorine in balance.  I do monitor the PH levels and 
add PH plus as needed, this helps to keep waders from getting the “burning eyes” sometimes blamed on too much 
chlorine and a couple table spoons of baking soda will help the alkalinity without throwing the PH levels off.  My smaller 
wading pool is less than 100 gallons so a teaspoon of this and a dab of that keeps its water clean and clear.  No floating 
dispenser in necessary for the smaller $20 quick set pool and they are easy to set up and they are an idea size for children 
around the ages of 2. I managed to have a leftover pool vacuum brushes that mount onto the end of a pole and you screw 
a garden hose on it so the water pushes debris into a cloth “catch” bag which is easily cleaned by turning inside out and 
rinsing.  I used the vacuum gismo every two weeks.  Simply skim wading pool and add a couple of spoons chlorine. .  
About one or two pounds of granular chlorine can get you through the summer for a 500 gallon wading pool, cheap and 
easy.  Remember SAFETY at all times.  Monitor or join the children in the wading pool and keep an unattended pool 
locked and secured even if not required by government codes.  Nothing replaces safety, including a clean pool. 
 
FREE Services for Teens 
Did you know that the Community Free Clinic has FREE services for Washington County Teens 13 to 19 years of age?  
This service is strictly confidential and provided on Mondays & Thursdays 4pm at their location on 249 Mill Street in 
Hagerstown.  No appointment is necessary.  Their phone number is (301) 733-9234. 
Did you know that the Washington County Health Department has a Teen Clinic every Wednesday 1pm to 4:30 for new 
clients 19 years and under with no appointment necessary?  This service is Strictly Confidential, call (240) 313-3296.  
Teen information was taken from the Teen Calendar provided by Teens Have Choices in Washington County, Maryland. 
 
REMEMBER:  
6.1% of Pregnant Marylanders Smoke and 16.8% of Pregnant Washington County Residents Smoke.  There is help to 
reduce and eliminate smoking by pregnant women and women of childbearing age in Washington County. You can get 
help or join the Pregnancy And Tobacco Cessation Help (PATCH) program.  Brothers Who Care along with the PATCH 
Team effort, in part with the Community Transformation Program and the Tobacco Free Washington County Coalition, are 
here to help you.  For more information on how to get help or join and support the PATCH Team effort call (240) 313-3360. 

 
REMINDER: The Maryland Health Connection officially begins enrollment October 1, 2013.  For more information on 
enrollment for individuals and businesses visit the website:  http://www.marylandhealthconnection.gov/. 



 

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY                                                     ���� ����	   photos by Brother Andy & John Williams  
 
Redliners Motorcycle & Car Club of Princess Anne, M aryland 

   
The Redliners Motorcycle & Car Club of Princess Anne, Maryland is a social club that tries to do a lot to help their 
communities and have other chapters in the United States.  The Maryland chapter recently held their annual Family 
Cookout at their club location in Princess Anne with over 100 club members, family and Guest enjoying food, the Kickball 
Game and the Dance Contest.  Several weeks ago Speak Up Community News followed the Redliners Motorcycle & Car 
Club when they attended the Townsend Day of Fun held at Dea's Chapel United Methodist Church in Hornstown, Virginia 
when the church held their fundraiser on Saturday June 29, 2013. The Redliners support local charities and churches in 
the Delmarva area. And now the group wants to help the business owners of Café 611 in Frederick Maryland.  Café 611 
provides entertainment, food and events as well as private engagements (parties, dances and weddings). There is a “Biker 
Night” being planned with the help Redliners Motorcycle & Car Club from Princess Anne, Maryland to be held at the Café 
on 611 N. Market Street in Frederick.  Also, a Day Ride to Hagerstown is also planned a part of the Redliners visit to 
Western Maryland.  Follow us on http://facebook.com/brotherswhocare for more information about this event. 
 
The Tri-State Multicultural Festival 

           
 

            
The Tri-State Multicultural Festival had diverse performances including Bollywood Dance, Youth Performance Arts, Romanian Dance 
& Music and Bolivian Dance from groups across the Three State area held at Hagerstown City Park as the start of an annual event.  


