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WORD ON THE STREET
Voter Basics. By Brother Andy
I wrote an article years ago stating that most registered voters participate in Presidential elections and most other times do
not participate in local or regional elections. While that may set okay for some, the problem is that voting rules and
demographics may change between Presidential elections. And with mounting concerns about voting requirements such
as voter identification cards, some folks need to be reminded of the Voter Basics that I mentioned in the past: Get to know
WHO the candidates are; know WHAT issues the candidates support or what issues that the candidates DO NOT support;
know HOW the candidates are going to make your life better; And most important, know WHEN you should be registered
and WHERE you should go to vote. So before you get all worked up about being turned away from the voting polls
because you may not have proper identification, make sure you report to the right location to vote. Voter fraud and efforts
to discourage people from registering to vote is being reported. The State of Pennsylvania went as far as to try to get a
law passed to require voter identification and the effort failed. So the chance of being cheated out of voting or having your
vote not counted as in the Florida votes is a real possibility. However I want to think that having a very intelligent President
in office, who is a Harvard Law School graduate, may lead me believe that he is not going to stand by and allow something
illegal to occur in the Presidential election without it being addressed. Nevertheless there are voting issues and candidates
on the State, County and Local levels that deserve responsible voter involvement. So try to vote for more than just a
President. Take the time to familiarize yourself with the issues, the candidates and your local voting rules and voting
locations. Do not let this media or any other “talking heads” persuade your decisions. Vote your conscience, not just your
party and perhaps voters can fairly decide a leadership that can move our communities and nation above the despair and
forward toward success.
Registering to VOTE — Deadlines
Maryland
October 16 — registration deadline
October 27 thru November 1 — early voting at American Red Cross of Washington County, 1131 Conrad Court,
Hagerstown (off of Eastern Blvd.)
Pennsylvania
October 9 — registration deadline
West Virginia
October 16 — registration deadline
For more information concerning registering, voting, voting early and/or absentee ballots visit:
http://www.nonprofitvote.org/find-resources.html
October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month and you can support the fight against breast cancer in the Hagerstown
area while celebrating an evening of art and camaraderie at the 2012 Designer Cup Challenge hosted by Meritus Health
and the John R. Marsh Cancer Center. The event will include a Reception and Auction on Friday, October 26, 2012 from
5:00 pm to 8:00 pm at the Robinwood Professional Center in the Newman Auditorium (Suite 142) 11110 Medical Campus
Road in Hagerstown, Maryland 21742. The costs of tickets are $30 per person. Attendees must be at least 21 years old.
You can bid on your favorite auction items while enjoying tasty hors d’oeuvres and drinks from the Flying Dog Brewery.
In Washington County the rate of blacks dying from cancer compared to whites is the highest in the State of Maryland.
You can help reduce this rate by getting routine and age–appropriate screenings for cancer. Also, seek treatment if you or
your doctor finds any symptoms of cancer. This is breast cancer awareness month. Please get screened!

POWER TO THE PEOPLE
Community Fall Fest
The Memorial Recreation Center is holding a Community Fall Fest (admission is $1) on October 20, 2012 at 5:30pm to
7:00pm. Candy donations and monetary donations for the Fall Fest will be greatly appreciated. Following afterward will be
th
th
a Dance for 6 Grade – 12 Grade students (admission $2) at 109 W. North Avenue in Hagerstown, Maryland 21740.
Contact Carla Dorn (MRC Advisory Board) for more information (301) 790-0203.
Just Teens! and Just Dance! On October 19, 2012 from 4:00 pm to 8:30 pm at the Valley Mall Shopping Center in
Hagerstown, Maryland. FREE! Celebrate Washington County as one of the America’s Promise Alliance 100 Best
Communities for Young People presented by ING.
Fun activities, give-aways, resources & information. Just for teens! Join in to receive a free movie pass to Regal Cinema
and a chance to win a Kindle Fire, a $4 Dairy Queen gift card to give every Washington County teen who completes our
survey. (Hurry! While supplies last.) Finish the evening by cheering on the finalists for Just Dance, a competition just for
teens! The Grand Prize is $500! For more information about Teens Have Choices visit http://TeensHaveChoices.org
IMPORTANT STATE HEALTH NEWS
Maryland gets law to improve Health
The Health Disparities and Reduction Act of 2012 is a landmark legislation, which was led into law by Lieutenant Governor
Anthony Brown to address the unsustainable and significant health disparities that impact the lives of many Maryland
communities, families and individuals.
The law helped with the creation of the Health Enterprise Zones (HEZs). HEZs are designed to reduce health disparities
among Maryland’s racial and ethnic groups and between geographic areas, improve health care access and health
outcomes, and reduce health care costs by providing a variety of incentives to defined geographic areas with high rates of
disparities. According to the United Health Foundation, Maryland ranks 35th in infectious diseases, 34th in health
outcomes, and 33rd regarding geographic health disparities, despite numerous positive measures, such as having the 2nd
highest rate of primary care providers per capita and one of the ten lowest rates of smoking. Funded with $4 million
allocated to the Community Health Resources Commission, it is anticipated that between two and four zones will be part of
the pilot program.
On October 5, 2012 Lt. Governor Brown announced that the Maryland Community Health Resources Commission (CHRC)
has issued a Call for Proposals for Health Enterprise Zones (HEZ), an initiative championed by the Lt. Governor and jointly
administered by the CHRC and Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DHMH). The HEZ Initiative is a fouryear pilot program that provides $4 million per year to address health disparities by enabling underserved and isolated
communities to draw on a range of incentives, benefits, and grant funding to expand health care access and address
health disparities. HEZs are contiguous geographic areas that demonstrate measurable and documented health
disparities, economic disadvantage, and poor health outcomes. A copy of the HEZ Call for Proposals is available on
the HEZ website at: http://dhmh.maryland.gov/healthenterprisezones/SitePages/How_to_Apply.aspx
IMPORTANT NATIONAL HEALTH NEWS
The Community Transformation Grant program
More than half of American adults have at least one chronic disease. In the United States, 7 out of 10 deaths are caused
by chronic diseases each year. Seventy-five cents of every dollar spent on medical costs in this country is being used to
treat chronic diseases and associated risk factors.
The Community Transformation Grant concentrates on the causes of chronic disease, with focus on priorities for healthier
living with grant awardees improving health and wellness with strategies that focus on areas such as: Clinical and
community preventive services to prevent and control high blood pressure and high cholesterol; tobacco-free living; and
active living with healthy eating
Twenty percent of all CTG program funding is directed at programs in rural or frontier areas. In 2011, CDC awarded $103
million to 61 state and local government agencies, tribes and territories, and nonprofit organizations in 36 states, along
with nearly $4 million to 6 national networks of community-based organizations. These awardees are engaging partners
from multiple sectors, such as education, transportation, and business, as well as faith-based organizations to improve the
health of their communities’ approximately 120 million residents. CTG supports state and local government agencies,
tribes and territories, nonprofit organizations, and communities across the country. In 2012, CDC is supporting the second
year of these projects. Additionally, to ensure the impact of the investment, funding is being used to support awardees
with evaluation, communication, and technical assistance and training.
To find out how you or your organization can benefit from or support the Community Transformation Grant program
contact your local health department or visit this website for more information:
http://www.cdc.gov/communitytransformation/

SPECIAL PHOTO GALLERY EDITION of the 2012 Hagerstown Hispanic Festival

Bolivian Dancers & Festival Fun

To see more photos of the Bolivian Dancers and Festival Fun click the links below:
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.511610868868090.133186.100000575439654&type=1&l=35501f6a4a
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.511708012191709.133209.100000575439654&type=1&l=98a2c894ce

Armonia Latina Band

To see more photos of the Armonia Latina Band click the link below:
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.511651838863993.133189.100000575439654&type=1&l=992921e4b6

Zumba and Ballet & All That Jazz

To see more photos of the dance performances at the 2012 Hagerstown Hispanic Festival click the links below:
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.511694255526418.133202.100000575439654&type=1&l=3c37560b7f
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.511674248861752.133199.100000575439654&type=1&l=0ca2341c0f

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY

NEWS Crew

photos by Brother Andy & John Williams

2012 Convoy of Hope in Hagerstown

Click the links below to see our photo albums of the Convoy of Hope featuring the finest people in our community – the Volunteers:
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.519922901370220.135142.100000575439654&type=1&l=59e912b679
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.519903824705461.135140.100000575439654&type=1&l=d76d140ffa

City of Hagerstown 250th Year Celebration

To see our photo album of the City of Hagerstown’s 250th Celebration with a special appearance of “Little Heiskell” click link below:
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.520381597991017.135267.100000575439654&type=1&l=8918c9762f

Memorial Recreation Center’s “Community Garden”

The Memorial Recreation Center is seeking a Jonathan Street resident who would like to oversee their Community Garden project.
The volunteer position would include training to become a Master Gardener. If you or anyone you think would be interested, please
contact the center at (301) 790-0203.

