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WORD ON THE STREET
March is Women’s History Month
If you know of events and special women that should be celebrated during this national observation, please do so and
share your stories or happenings with others. Enjoy Women’s History Month! Here is how to find information to help you
be a part of the celebration for National Women’s History Month:
The National Women’s History Month Project includes information about this year’s Women’s History Month theme,
Women’s Education – Women’s Empowerment: http://www.nwhp.org/whm/index.php
The Library of Congress shares a wealth of history for Women’s History Month: http://womenshistorymonth.gov/
You will not be disappointed with the message from President Obama for Women’s History Month:
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2012/03/01/presidential-proclamation-women-s-history-month-2012
Are Voting Rights Under Attack?
In the eve of a national Presidential election, concerns are emerging about voting suppression. Organizations like the
NAACP are informing the public to be cautious of tactics to eliminate registered voters from being able to exercise their
voting privileges. The website article http://www.thisismyvote.org/pages/the-issue1 listed this message:
“Our nation is in the midst of the most aggressive attempt to roll back voting rights in over a century. A century ago, the
target was the voting rights of Black voters and other voters of color. The goal was to eliminate their presence at the polls
to accelerate the spread of racial segregation.
Today, the target is the voting rights of Black voters, Latino voters, Asian American Voters, Native American Voters, as
well as students and young people, seniors, working men and women, and immigrants of all colors. These are also among
the voting demographics who are most likely to support workers rights, equal opportunity, women's rights, LBGT rights,
environmental protection, and peace.
A century ago, their tactics were varied: grandfather clauses, poll taxes, and racially motivated ex-felon voting bans.
Today, voter suppression also takes many forms, including attacks on early and Sunday voting to make voting harder for
working people, photo ID requirements for voting and registration that introduce the first financial barrier to voting since
the poll tax, and the same racially-motivated ex-felon bans.
Attacking voting rights was un-American then.
Attacking voting rights is un-American now.
We rose to the challenge then.
We must meet the challenge now.
It’s time for each of us to remind America that This is My Vote, and that we will work together to defend and protect our
constitutional right.”
The claims posted on http://www.thisismyvote.org are similar to problems voters encountered during the 2004 election
year when voters in Detroit and other major cities were turned away from the polls after being told that they were no longer
registered at the locations they tried to cast a vote or that they did not have valid identification. It was later discovered that
some voting locations were aware of larger than normal turnouts and instead of getting more voting booths, some voting
locations eliminated the number of booths they normally had available.
Voters should not only be educated about the candidates they are selecting, voters should be prepared to deal with the
expected voting challenges as identified by groups like the NAACP.

POWER TO THE PEOPLE
March is also “Colon Cancer Awareness Month”
If you are 50 years of age or older you should talk to your doctor or healthcare provider about having a colon cancer
screening. If you are an African American or Black at the age of 45 or older or if you have a history of colon cancer in your
family you should be screened for colon cancer. Call your local health department for info and visit websites like these:
http://www.foxnews.com/health/2012/03/12/colorectal-awareness-month-shines-light-on-need-for-early-screening/
http://fightcolorectalcancer.org/
http://www.ccalliance.org/
Local Health Disparities Coalition (Washington County) was formed as part of a statewide initiative in Maryland to help
develop solutions and activities to promote improvement in the health of the minority populations in our area, with a focus
on heart disease and cancer. Individuals and organizations (civic and government) are encouraged to participate on this
coalition. The next meeting for the LHDC is Wednesday, March 21, 2012 at 6:00pm at the Hagerstown Community
College. If you are interested in attending or to join call (301) 393-9290 email: MOTA@brotherswhocare.org. LHDC
meetings are facilitated in partnership with the Minority Outreach &Technical Assistance MOTA program. MOTA is funded
by the Maryland Department of Health & Mental Hygiene office of Minority Health & Health Disparities.
The Washington County Health Department in Hagerstown Maryland has joined the social network and they invite you
to be a part of what they are now doing on Facebook. Visit their wall Tobacco Free For Life Washington County then
“Like” their wall: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Tobacco-Free-For-Life-Washington-County-MD/304222946278977 and
become a part of helping Washington County to be healthy for all, including our young. Sometimes the only difference in
making things better for young people is a responsible adult. Time to respond!

Back to Black History & Culture
I was approached recently by Tyrone “Supe” Stanton for neglecting to mention the accomplishments of his father in the
2012 February issue of Speak Up for Black History Month. I reminded Supe that, “Subscription is free. Articles and remarks
are welcomed”, As noted under our banner. I also told him that black history can be recognized each month under this column. I hope
mentioning this will spark an interest for our readers to submit articles and historic photos for all to enjoy.

Youth News
Memorial Recreation Center NEEDS YOUR ASSISTANCE! (submitted by Memorial Recreation Center)
Under the leadership of our Executive Director, Loretta Wright, the Memorial Recreation Center continues to grow
in amount and quality of programs which are offered at the center. In addition to homework assistance, we offer
dance and piano lessons, and are now offering a professional videography class. Additional programs include the
Abrakadoodle Art program, a brand-new computer lab, and our Mentoring programs: D.I.V.A.S. in Training, Man Up!
and Girls Up. The facility at MRC is utilized by other community-based organizations; three churches, Girl Scouts,
Cub Scouts, NA (Narcotics Anonymous), HCC’s GED prep class, Doleman Black Heritage Museum, and the NAACP.
As some of you are aware, the Memorial Recreation Center recently decided to close on Fridays. This decision was
based on the declining student participation on Fridays, and it was also a measure to reduce expenses. The Memorial
Recreation Center is proud of the programs we offer today, all of which are 100% free to children and we need
your help in order to continue operating. We have been fortunate to obtain grants which have paid for the new
computer lab, the art program, pool repairs for spring, and a lift for the pool in order to comply with new federal
requirements of accessibility. We are still struggling to meet overhead expenses. We would welcome, and greatly
appreciate, your financial and philanthropic support. If you could volunteer your time, we are in need of assistance
for general repairs, maintenance and spring cleaning. We would also ask that you encourage the youth of our
community to take advantage of the variety of wonderful programs we offer today.
Memorial Recreation Center, Inc. is currently seeking employees for summer camp. The positions available are
Lifeguards- CPO certified, Counselors, and Junior Counselors. All are welcome to apply. Call or drop by the center
to pick up an application. 109 W. North Ave, Hagerstown, MD 21740. Phone (301) 790-0203.

Dear Friends,
The City of Hagerstown’s Neighborhoods 1st Medal of Honor Group will be sponsoring a “Community Day of
Hope”. This event will be held with the support of the Maryland Minority Outreach & Technical Assistance
(MOTA) program of Washington County and the Local Health Disparities Coalition of Washington County.
This day of hope is an opportunity for organizations and individuals to share ways to help others in our
community.
Some of the activities and services planned for this day are: a contest with cash prizes to promote awareness to
39 critical health measures identified by the Maryland State Health Improvement Process (SHIP); a prayer
booth will be set up (faith-based groups and individuals will be needed for this service), FREE food provided by
Neighborhoods 1st, Music by live bands and DJs; safety presentations by the Hagerstown Police Department,
which will include drawings for FREE bicycles, plus other fun and helpful activities.
I would like to invite you or your organization to participate in our “Community Day of Hope” which will be
held in the parking lots of the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center & Memorial Recreation Center on
Saturday, May 19, 2012 from 12 noon to 4 PM.
Some organizations have already responded to participate including Brothers Who Care, the Hagerstown
Police Department, Head Start of Washington County, the Hispanic Association of Hagerstown, the Memorial
Recreation Center, the Washington County Diversion Program, and the Washington County Mediation Center.
Please join us.
Best Regards,
Brother Andy Smith,
Neighborhoods 1st Medal of Honor Group
(301) 393-9290
Email: brotherandy@brotherswhocare.org
st

Medal of Honor Group - Neighborhoods 1 association meets the first Thursday of each month at 7pm in the Bethel
st
Gardens Community Center. The public is invited to attend the Neighborhoods 1 Medal of Honor group’s next meeting on
April 5, 2012. For more information about Medal of Honor neighborhood association call (301) 393-9290.
st

Reminder: The City of Hagerstown holds a Neighborhoods 1 – Network Meeting on the first Monday of each month in the
st
Elizabeth Hager Center. Representatives of Neighborhoods 1 groups across the city meet collectively to discuss
st
happenings within their neighborhoods and also give feedback to the City. For more information about Neighborhoods 1
or the Network meetings, contact Jonathan Kerns, Community Development Manager – City of Hagerstown (301) 7398577 ext. 134.
st

Reminder: the Neighborhoods 1 Dinner will be held on Thursday, March 22, 2012 at 6pm in the Elizabeth Hager
st
Center, 14 N. Potomac Street, suite 200A. If you are a member of the City of Hagerstown’s Neighborhoods 1 groups we
hope to see you at this annual networking event. A chance to meet with some of the City department leaders and other
st
Neighborhood 1 members from across the City of Hagerstown. Pre-registration for this dinner was requested.

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY

NEWS Crew photos by Brother Andy & John Williams

Pastor Jamol Cooper (above left) of New Life World Ministries in Hagerstown, invited Pastor Jerry Banks (above right) to be the
Keynote Speaker for the Black History service held on February 19th in the Venice Hotel in Hagerstown. Pastor Banks shared a
message about William Seymour, a black minister, who not only rejected the existing racial barriers in favor of "unity in Christ", he
also rejected the then almost-universal barriers to women in any form of church leadership. Seymour started the Pentecostal movement
during a revival meeting that extended from 1906 until 1909, and became known as the Azusa Street Revival.

Washington County Health Officer, Earl Stoner was among speakers at the Contemporary School of Arts 2012 Black History program.
Part of Stoner’s message was how he started at the health department as a temporary employee and he now runs the Agency. The
Minority Outreach & Technical Assistance program was on hand to share health information addressing minority health disparities and
an extensive Black History exhibit from the Anne Vesta Doleman Library collection. Click link to see more photos of the event:

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.395489410480237.108896.100000575439654&type=1&l=d979b2d442

Congressional 6th District candidate Ron Little was in Hagerstown, Maryland campaigning. He made a stop at Asbury United
Methodist Church and held a “Meet & Greet” at the Contemporary School of the Arts & Gallery. Little will be making several more
stops in Hagerstown. Visit his website for his campaign schedule and more info about this candidate: www.RonLittle4Congress.com

