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This issue is sponsored by: Carolyn Sterling and Robert (Bobby) Green 

Speak Up Community News promotes the Culture, Health and Self-sufficiency of the community.  Subscription is free.  Articles and 
remarks are welcomed. Contact: Brothers Who Care, 131 W. North Avenue, Martin Luther King Community Center, Hagerstown, 
Maryland 21740.  Phone (301) 393-9290.  Download a full-color copy of this news publication at: www.brotherswhocare.org 
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Washington County’s First Annual Martin Luther King  Jr. Day of 
Service/ Evening of Celebration January 16, 2012  
(Submitted by Bernadette Wagner, Volunteer Washington County) 
Hagerstown, MD -- Save the date and get ready to celebrate! In honor of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Volunteer Washington County is collaborating 
with the United Way, the Washington County Arts Council and 
Washinghton County Public Schools to host Washington County’s First 
Annual Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service/Evening of Celebration on 
January 16, 2012. Washington County will be joining communities across 
the country in honoring Dr. King’s legacy by hosting three activities.  
 
Dr. King encouraged all people to look beyond their own needs to the 
needs of others. He frequently said, “Life’s most persistent and urgent 
question is: ‘What are your doing for others?’” If you would like to 
volunteer at a local nonprofit on MLK Day, contact Volunteer Washington 
County at www.volunteerwashingtoncountymd.org or 301-800-1496. 
 
Dr. King’s memorial was recently dedicated on the Mall in Washington. 
King’s likeness is seen emerging from a 30-foot granite rock. He stands 

strong over the tidal basin, bringing to mind the strength of his convictions. Recognizing the power of art to communicate 
complex ideas, the Washington County Martin Luther King Jr. Day celebration will sponsor an art contest, “Celebrating Dr. 
King’s Legacy”. The contest is open to all high school students and those interested are encouraged to submit an original 
poem or two-dimensional work of art (not to exceed 18” x 24”). Entries must be submitted by January 23 and can be 
turned into any Washington County Public Schools art teacher or directly to Rob Hovermale at the Washington County 
Board of Education Central Office. Winners will be announced in February. 
 
Additionally, all county residents are invited to participate in the Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service Collection Program. 
Partnering with the Hagerstown Lions and the Women’s Giving Circle, Volunteer Washington County will be collecting 
eyeglasses, hearing aids and women’s professional clothing to be redistributed to those in need. Stay tuned for updates as 
other organizations and businesses may be joining our first annual MLK Day of Service/ Evening of Celebration event. 
 
Other nearby Martin Luther King Jr. Day activities and events: 
Contemporary School of the Arts & Gallery in downto wn Hagerstown 
Will hold its annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. program on the birthday of Dr. King, Sunday January 15th from 2pm to 4pm 
at 4 W. Franklin Street, Hagerstown, Maryland 21740. The program include a fundraiser auction of a Dr. King portrait. 
Family Festival at the Smithsonian  
January 14-16, 2012, 10am to 5:30pm The National Museum of American History remembers Martin Luther King’s legacy 
and the contributions of thousands of other Americans to justice and freedom during the Civil Rights Movement with a 
weekend of special events. Visitors can participate in Student Sit-ins, a Freedom Riders Roundtable Discussion and 
experience a stirring and inspirational tribute including a dramatic presentation of Dr. King’s own words.   
The Museum is located at 1400 Constitution Ave NW Washington D.C. 20560; Phone: (202) 633-3129. 
For more Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service events check out this website: http://mlkday.gov  
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Prior to the actual Martin Luther King Jr. Day holiday, Volunteer Washington County would like to invite area church 
communities, civic clubs and service organizations to celebrate the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. by participating in 
America's Sunday Supper on January 15, 2012.  The Sunday Supper is an opportunity for individuals to come together, 
share a meal and discuss Dr. King's call to service.  Dr. King once said, "Life's most persistent and urgent question is, 
'What are you doing for others?'"  At the Sunday Supper, ponder this challenging question, envision responses, and share 
your thoughts on building a strong, healthy and engaged community through service to others. 
 
Should your church or organization decide to host a Sunday Supper in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., please contact 
Volunteer Washington County at: info@volunteerwashingtoncountymd.org or call (301) 800-1496 so that your Supper can 
be included in the countrywide list of Martin Luther King Jr. Day events and in press releases.  Volunteer Washington 
County wants the community to know that Washington County residents are joining people from across the nation in 
celebrating Dr. King's legacy.  Any church or Non-profit organization looking for volunteers to help with a service project 
can contact Volunteer Washington County or if your members are interested in volunteering on Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 
please sign up on the Volunteer Washington County website at: http://www.volunteerwashingtoncountymd.org.  
 
Tobacco Free Washington County Coalition 
Lawrence Carter, Chief, Division of State Tobacco Control Initiatives – Maryland Department of Health & Mental Hygiene, 
will be attending the 11am January 6, 2012 Tobacco Free Washington County Coalition quarterly meeting at the 
Washington County Health Department 1302 Pennsylvania Avenue, Hagerstown, Maryland 21742.  Carter will be sharing 
the following presentation with the Coalition: "Cigarette Restitution Fund Tobacco Local Public Health Program - Ten Years 
of Progress and Beyond".  This may be a slightly longer meeting so please try to allow about an hour and a half.  In 
addition, they are planning to offer a light lunch or refreshments so please RSVP to Paula Ernst (240) 313-3360 if you plan 
to attend.  Membership to the coalition is open for enrollment.  Andy Smith, Brothers Who Care is current coalition Chair. 
Smith also represents the Maryland’s DHMH/Minority Outreach & Technical Assistance (MOTA) program for Washington 
County.  MOTA also steers the Local Health Disparities Coalition of Washington County raising awareness to Minority 
Health Disparities and health concerns for the County’s minority population groups.   
 
REMINDER: Local Health Disparities Coalition (Washi ngton County)  was formed as part of a statewide initiative in 
Maryland to help develop solutions and activities to promote improvement in the health of the minority populations in our 
area, with a focus on heart disease and cancer.  Individuals and organizations (civic and government) are encouraged to 
participate on this coalition.  The next meeting for the LHDC is Tuesday, January 17, 2012 at 6:00pm.  If you are interested 
in attending or to join call (301) 393-9290 email: MOTA@brotherswhocare.org.  LHDC meetings are facilitated and 
sponsored by the Minority Outreach &Technical Assistance program. 
 
Medal of Honor Group  - Neighborhoods 1 st association meets the first Thursday of each month at 7pm in the Bethel 
Gardens Community Center. The public is invited to attend the Neighborhoods 1st Medal of Honor group’s next meeting on 
January 5, 2012. For more information about Medal of Honor neighborhood association call (301) 393-9290.   Reminder: 
The City of Hagerstown holds a Neighborhoods 1st – Network Meeting on the first Monday of each month at City Hall.  
Representatives of the Neighborhoods 1st groups from across the city meet collectively to discuss happenings within their 
neighborhoods and also give feedback to the City.  For more information about Neighborhoods 1st or the Network 
meetings, contact Jonathan Kerns, Community Development Manager – City of Hagerstown (301) 739-8577 ext. 134.  
 
Limited door-to-door delivery of the Speak Up Community News publication.  Due to winter weather, you may not receive 
your monthly copy of Speak Up delivered to your home or business.  You may pick up a copy at the local library in your 
area, or a visit to the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center in Hagerstown.  This is an E-publication where you can 
always download a full-color copy of any and all past issues. Plus, visit the website to watch our many Photo Story movies 
of events you may have attended or missed.  Speak Up is a reader supported publication and we wish to thank those who 
continue to send their donations which enable us to continue giving you an unbiased publication that is not overwhelmed 
with commercial advertisements.  We are moving in a direction to bring back our sponsor page to show you the 
organizations and individuals who invest in this community effort.  As always, you can contact us for a free printed copy.     
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SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY                                                ���� ����	   photos by Brother Andy & John Williams 
 

2011 Turkey Bowl Football Game on Wheaton Park in H agerstown, Maryland 

    
 

   
 

     
 

      
Click this link to see the Photo Story slideshow: http://brotherswhocare.org/images/2011TurkeyBowl.wmv  


