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WORD ON THE STREET
Black History, Black Heritage by Brother Andy
History:
the record of past events and times, especially in connection with the human race. (Webster dictionary)
Heritage:

something inherited at birth such as personal characteristics, status and possessions. (Webster dictionary)

Along with the definitions above, I would like to add that history can be reflected by way of oral and written accounts or
visual description of activities, events and occurrences that had happened over a measurable period of time. And heritage
can reflected in the culture, lifestyle and profile of a particular group of people.
If you were asked, “What do you know about black History?” or if you were asked to define black history, what would your
answer be? Furthermore, could you give a description of Black Heritage?
Some accounts of Black history is defined by the circumstances that occurred over time with occasional notations to
milestone events and the achievements of blacks. Black history is so connected to the American Slavery experience that
most people believe or think that is were the history of blacks in America originated. It is not! In the book “1001 Things
Everyone Should Know About African American History” it is noted that strong evidence suggest that Africans discovered
America before Columbus. In 1513 Spanish explorer Vasco Nunez de Balboa landed in South America to find a
community of Blacks already living there and archeological excavations uncovered pre-Columbian pottery that bore faces
with distinctly African features. Other blacks entered the North American region free, like most others, arriving on this
continent seeking to make their way. Blacks like Anthony Johnson, along with whites, came to America as indentured
servants during the 1600s. Johnson was given a piece of property after completing his term of service and earned enough
to purchase the freedom his wife. Anthony Johnson became a prosperous farmer and master of several indentured
servants, white and black. By the end of the decade Virginia created harsh laws declaring all blacks, born or brought into
Virginia, slaves. Maryland’s blacks played a vital role in making both Baltimore’s fortunes and their own. The practice of
blacks earning enough to buy themselves out of slavery through self-purchase was so widespread that by 1830 four-fifths
of Baltimore’s blacks were legally free and the largest group of free people of color in any U.S. city (“The Price of
Freedom” by T. Stephen Whitman).
A rich heritage emerged from Black Americans and 4,000 ground-breaking and pioneering historical events are
documented in Jessie Carney Smith’s book “Black First” (2003) listing accomplishments by categories of Arts &
Entertainment, Business, Civil Rights & Protest, Education, Government (Local, State, Federal and International),
Journalism, Organizations, Military, Religion, Science & Medicine, Sports and Writers (like myself). Jessie Smith’s book
even list a category of miscellaneous achievements in Aviation, Beauty & Modeling, Celebrations like Kwanzaa,
Exploration, Nobel Prize winners. Smith even marks the first black Flight Attendant.
Blacks have a rich heritage which helped shape the U.S. and from within that black heritage emerged a national leader
who established national health care reform. The book “Black Firsts” was published before Barack Obama was elected
th
44 President of the United States and his Presidency is not listed among the 4,000 accomplishments mentioned in the
book, perhaps there will be many more achievements by blacks and Jessie Smith can publish a Third Edition revised and
expanded before what remains of a black culture slips into the identity crisis that has spurned some blacks to chase after
being equal with whites, instead of pursuing “equal rights”.
In my journey to promote black heritage, I find that I must equally promote “all” heritage. That is why different cultural
themes are featured each month through this publication.
I do caution to not disregard the unpleasant parts of history, or history can repeat itself. Prison labor is a new form of
slavery. Historical accounts show, many great societies have collapsed, become extinct and are now just HISTORY.
Celebrate or at least respect the history and heritage of others. Enjoy Black History Month.

Back to Black History & Culture
Special Tribute to the Black History of Washington County, Maryland
Reverend Walter

Campher

Founder of the King’s Apostles Holiness Church in Hagerstown

Davis

NAACP President and outspoken black activist

Doleman

Historians and founders of the Doleman Black Heritage Museum and
published “We the Blacks of Washington County”.

Frazier

Sabbath Farms ministry and thrift shop. Foy Media Center. Author

Walter

Harmon

Owned multiple properties including the Harmon’s Hotel where famous
blacks were guest including baseball legend Willie Mays. Harmon was
once considered the richest black in Hagerstown

Charles

Hodges

First black on staff in Washington County Public Schools, Principal of the
all black North Street School for 37 years before desegregation.

Robert

Johnson

Tuskegee Airman, public school basketball Coach and Principal, church
leader and Museum Curator

Kee

Pastor, Church leader, community activist and visionary. Youngest church
Bishop in King’s Apostle Conference.

Robert (Bob)

Kelsh

Store owner and community activist. One of the first blacks to run for
Hagerstown City Council.

William

Makel

First black band director, music teacher North Hagerstown High School

Mason

First black Captain in Washington County Sheriff Department.

Ruth Ann

Monroe

Director of Memorial Recreation Center. Youth activist.

Joseph

Moxley

Born a slave in the Hancock, Maryland. Joined the United States Colored
Troops (USCT) was in the “Battle of the Wilderness”. Musician First Class
in Moxley’s Number One Brigade Band in 1863.

Perry

Moxley

USCT. Pvt. in Moxley’s Number One Brigade Band in 1863.

Robert

Moxley

USCT. Pvt. and Leader in Moxley’s Band at Hagerstown and Number One
Brigade Band in 1863. Requested by Gen. William Birney.

Pennington

Former Washington County slave and minister who did the marriage
ceremony for Frederick Douglas and his wife in 1838

Toliver

Community Leader, Activist and Friend of the youth

Charles (Step)

Washington

Wheaton Park attendant and community activist

Margaret

Washington

Youth activist

Watson

Boys Club assistant director and youth leader

Williams

Fell in love with a slave named Ammy. For $60 Nathan bought Ammy her
freedom in 1847. On the eve of the Civil War in 1860, Nathan and Ammy
bought the Fort Frederick property for $7,000

Wilson

Corporal Wilson was a Buffalo Soldier in the 9 U.S. Calvary and Medal of
Honor recipient for his heroic actions

Donald “Donny”
Marguerite “Peggy”
Charles “Popeye”
Elder William

Reverend Derrick

William (Bill)

Reverend James
James (Mickey)

Parker (Sonny)
Nathan

William O.

th

POWER TO THE PEOPLE
New Life Ministries “Black History Program”
Pastor Jamol Cooper will be hosting a Black History Program on Sunday, February 19, 2012 at 3:00pm in the Best
Western Venice Hotel 421 Dual Highway, Hagerstown Maryland 21740. The keynote speaker for the program will be
Pastor Jerold Banks (First Love Church in Frederick, Maryland). Brother Andy (Brothers Who Care in Hagerstown,
Maryland) will be giving a Black History presentation. Join them for Praise, Dance, Song, Readings & the Word. A dinner
will be served. For more information call (540) 247-3830 or visit their website: http://www.newlifewm.net.
The Hagerstown YMCA celebrates Black History Month
Sunday, February 19, 2012 at 3:00pm at the Bridge of Life Church 14 S. Potomac Street, Hagerstown Maryland 21740.
This year’s YMCA Community Black History Program Keynote Speaker is Deborah Addo Samuels, Chief Operating Officer
(Senior Vice President, Operations) at Meritus Medical Center in Hagerstown. Ms. Addo Samuels has more than twenty
years experience in health care. She has served as a consultant and lecturer to major healthcare organizations. At
Meritus, Ms. Addo Samuels is directly responsible for planning, developing, implementing and evaluating the clinical and
administrative operations of Patient care services which includes: Nursing, Behavioral Health Services and Respiratory
Care. The program will also include: Zion Baptist Mime Ministry, Westview Baptist Choir, “Chosen” Men’s Choir, HCC
Steppers, YMCA Achievers. Event is open to the public, free of charge. Come out celebrate. Donations are accepted.
Mary K. Bowman Historical and Fine Arts Fund, A fund of the Community Foundation of Washington County MD, Inc.
The Mary K. Bowman Historical and Fine Arts Fund was established for the purpose of promoting preservation, fine arts
and history in Washington County. Created in 1976 with a generous bequest from the estate of Hagerstown resident Mary
B. K. Bowman, the grant fund was administered by the Washington County Historical and Fine Arts Trust, Inc. In 2008,
Directors of the Bowman Board dissolved the trust and transferred the assets to the Community Foundation of
Washington County MD, Inc. The original board remains as the advisory board for the funds.
Eligible applicants for Mary K. Bowman Historical and Fine Arts Fund grants include private non-profit organizations
located in Washington County. Non-Profit IRS 501 (c) (3) organizations must be in good standing, qualified to do business
in the State of Maryland, and have legal capacity and authority to incur obligations involved in the grant program.
Individuals are not eligible to apply. Grants from the Mary K. Bowman Historical and Fine Arts Fund are now being
accepted by the Community Foundation of Washington County MD, Inc. Awards from the fund are intended to provide
financial support for current initiatives that support the charitable and educational interests of the donor to preserve and
maintain historical and cultural properties in Washington County and to promote generally, the fine arts, remembrances in
the historical, history and historic preservation, and to encourage others to do so, and to promote interest in and study of
such matters. Grants for the Granting Cycle are due to the Community Foundation no later than close of business on
st
March 31 of each year. Grants will be awarded to selected organizations generally within 90 days.
For more information contact Kristy Smith, at the Community Foundation of Washington County MD, Inc. (301) 745-5210
website: www.cfwcmd.org and facebook: http://www.facebook.com/cfwashingtoncountymd
REMINDERS: Local Health Disparities Coalition (Washington County) was formed as part of a statewide initiative in
Maryland to help develop solutions and activities to promote improvement in the health of the minority populations in our
area, with a focus on heart disease and cancer. Individuals and organizations (civic and government) are encouraged to
participate on this coalition. The next meeting for the LHDC is Wednesday, February 15, 2012 at 6:00pm at the
Washington County Health Department. If you are interested in attending or to join call (301) 393-9290 email:
MOTA@brotherswhocare.org. LHDC meetings are facilitated in partnership with the Minority Outreach &Technical
Assistance MOTA program. MOTA is funded by the Maryland Department of Health & Mental Hygiene.
st

Medal of Honor Group - Neighborhoods 1 association meets the first Thursday of each month at 7pm in the Bethel
st
Gardens Community Center. The public is invited to attend the Neighborhoods 1 Medal of Honor group’s next meeting on
March 1, 2012. For more information about Medal of Honor neighborhood association call (301) 393-9290. Reminder:
st
The City of Hagerstown holds a Neighborhoods 1 – Network Meeting on the first Monday of each month in the Elizabeth
st
Hager Center. Representatives of Neighborhoods 1 groups across the city meet collectively to discuss happenings within
st
their neighborhoods and also give feedback to the City. For more information about Neighborhoods 1 or the Network
meetings, contact Jonathan Kerns, Community Development Manager – City of Hagerstown (301) 739-8577 ext. 134.
Limited door-to-door delivery of the Speak Up Community News publication. Due to winter weather, you may not receive
your monthly copy of Speak Up delivered to your home or business. You may pick up a copy at the local library in your
area, or a visit to the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center in Hagerstown. This is an E-publication where you can
always download a full-color copy of any and all past issues. Plus, visit the website to watch our many Photo Story movies
of events you may have attended or missed. Speak Up is a reader supported publication and we wish to thank those who
continue to send their donations which enable us to continue giving you an unbiased publication that is not overwhelmed
with commercial advertisements. We are moving in a direction to bring back our sponsor page to show you the
organizations and individuals who invest in this community effort. As always, you can contact us for a free printed copy.

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY

A Pictorial Black History Tribute

Ruthann Monroe, Youth Activist and Church leader

Antonio “Jiggs” Dotson, Speak Up News distributor

Steven “Butch” Tyler, Jazz Enthusiast
Anne Vesta Doleman, Humanitarian, Nurse & Teacher

William Frazier, Community Outreach – Sabbath Farms

Stanford “Mr. Stan” Taylor, Historian
Charles Hardin American Legion Post #74 Charter Membership Roll and their football team photo

