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WORD ON THE STREET 
 
November is Native American Indian Heritage Month the following articles focus on the American Indians of Maryland. 
 
What happened to the Indian?  
There are no federally recognized Indian tribes in Maryland today, as it is in many other parts of the United States.  Most 
Native Americans were forced to leave Maryland during the 1700's, when eastern tribes were being displaced by colonial 
expansion. These tribes are not extinct, but except for the descendants of Maryland Native Americans who hid or 
assimilated into white society, they do not live in Maryland anymore. Some tribes that once were native to Maryland ended 
up on Indian reservations in Oklahoma. Other Maryland Indians became refugees and joined larger tribes, where their 
descendants still live today.  
 
Maryland’s First Peoples 
The American Indians who lived in Maryland about 400 years ago had a culture that was similar to many other Indian 
groups in eastern North America.  They often shared ideas, languages, art, and customs.  The American Indian groups 
who lived in the forests of much of eastern North America are called Eastern Woodland Indians. 
 

By the 1600s, several Eastern Woodland groups had settled 
around the Chesapeake Bay.  The largest Woodland group on 
the Eastern Shore of Maryland was the Nanticoke (NAN tih 
kohk), which means "people of the tidewater."   First contact 
with the Nanticoke Tribe was recorded by Captain John Smith 
in 1608, while Smith was exploring the Chesapeake Bay. 
Nanticoke grew corn, beans, and squash, but mostly fished 
for their food.  Farming was difficult on the marshy ground 
they lived on.  The Nanticoke traded with others.  Their trade 
was done by trading animals pelts and roanoke beads, which 
are beads made from oyster and clam shells for items they 
couldn't get easily.  They lived in small round homes called 
wigwams and traveled in canoes they carved from wood.The 
Nanticoke tribe originally occupied the area between the 
Delaware and Chesapeake bays, in what is today Maryland 
and Delaware. After the British conquest of the east coast, the 
tribe was granted a reservation near the Nanticoke River, but 
the British soon disbanded it and forced the Nanticokes off the 
land. Some Nanticoke people fled north to Pennsylvania or 
joined the Delawares on their westward migrations to Ohio, 
Indiana, Oklahoma, and Ontario, Canada. Other Nanticokes 
remained behind in their traditional territories. Dispossessed 
and isolated, the Nanticoke tribe became known for sheltering 
escaped slaves during the early days of American history.  
One 18th-century recording of "Nanticoke" vocabulary turned 
out to be Mandinka, a West African language!  After 

emancipation many Nanticokes passed as black, or sometimes as white if they were mixed-race, but despite losing their 
language and much of their culture, other Nanticoke people have maintained their heritage to the present day.  The last 
speaker of Nanticoke, Lydia Clark, Died between 1840 and 1850. 
 



 

The Piscataway (pis KAT uh way) was the largest group on the Western Shore of Maryland.  Their main village was near 
the mouth of the Piscataway Creek.  Though referred to as Piscataway today, they did not refer to themselves as such 
historically. Neither oral history nor post-contact records allude to a common name for the native people of southern 
Maryland prior to European contact. It was usual custom for native people to refer to themselves as ‘human beings’, ‘real 
people’, or just ‘people’ – in which case it is likely that they called themselves Nannuock (pronounced ‘NAN-oo-WOK’), 
which is an eastern Algonquian word meaning “people.” The chief, or ruler of Piscataway, also ruled over many other 
Piscataway villages.  The Piscataway got their food through hunting, gathering food, fishing and farming.  When pottery 
was invented the Piscataway stored their food and protected seeds for planting in the pots.  Trading was important to the 
Piscataway.  They traded for food, tools, and weapons.  The Piscataway traded their knowledge of how to survive in 
America for metal and weapons.  When more settlers arrived and wanted land where the Piscataway lived the tribe was 
pushed out of the area.  The southern Maryland tribes would find themselves constantly on the move due to disease, 
encroachment, colonial aggression and manipulation, dishonest traders, dealers in liquor, and a lack of game animals to 
hunt. The constancy of movement would result in neighboring tribes naming the Piscataway “Conoy”, an Iroquoian word 
meaning “whirlwind” or “that which moves about quickly.”  A small group of people in the tribe went to live with other tribes, 
but most of the Piscataway hid in unsettled areas of southern Maryland.  
 
The Susquehannock (sus kwuh HAN ok) were members of a large and powerful Woodland Indian group.  They lived in 
walled villages north of the Chesapeake Bay along the Susquehanna River in present-day Maryland, Pennsylvania, and 
New York.  They often fought wars against less powerful groups to the south, such as the Piscataway.   Using canoes to 
travel, Susquehannock war parties attacked the Delaware tribes along the Delaware River and traveled down the 
Susquehanna where they fought the Nanticoke, Conoy, and Powhatan living on Chesapeake Bay.  Like other groups that 
lived on the Western Shore, the Susquehannock depended mostly on farming. 
 
The Accohannock Indian Tribe is one of the oldest historical tribes in Maryland. The Tribal Office is located in Marion, 
MD, a small town just north of Crisfield. The Accohannocks originally inhabited the territory they called Accomack which, 
after colonization, became the Eastern Shore of Old Virginia and is presently the Eastern Shore of Maryland and Virginia. 
The territory included the Chesapeake Bay home villages on the Annemessex River at present day Crisfield, Maryland, on 
the Accohannock Creek in Virginia and on the islands in the Chesapeake Bay.  In 1659, the Accohannocks name was 
changed to Annemessex, the name of the river where they lived.  They were the first watermen, hunters, farmers, and 
trappers on the Chesapeake Bay.  They fished from dugout canoes and trapped fish in weirs.  The tribes ate oysters, 
crabs, mussles, shad, perch, trout, bass, and flounder. They grew squash, maize (corn), and other Native American 
foods.  The Accohannocks also hunted waterfowl, deer, rabbit, raccoons, bear, and elk.  The Accohannocks were a 
peaceful tribe and built a strong relationship with white settlers.  According to stories told by the tribe, the Clan Mothers 
prayed for peace and survival.  They had a vision that told them to follow Pocahontas and marry their daughters to the 
white colonists in order to hide in plain sight, survive and preserve the tribal bloodlines until in the fullness of time the tribe 
could be reborn. Clan names survive today and many of the tribe's people live in the same area as those who originally 
inhabited Maryland. 
 
Today’s Indian 
Today there are several Indian groups tracing their ancestry to the historic tribes of Maryland, but neither the state nor 
federal governments extends ‘official’ recognition to any of them. In 2004, Maryland’s Governor issued an Executive Order 
affording Maryland’s indigenous people the right to assert their Indian identity and the opportunity to receive services and 
participate as a minority in established programs as allowed by law, but did not extend recognition to the tribes. State law 
currently requires Federal or State recognition for Indian people to gain access to education, health, and economic 
programs for minorities under state agencies. The Maryland General Assembly established criteria for tribes to seek “State 
Recognition of Maryland Indian Status” after determining their lack of official status as Indians (and, therefore, as 
minorities) denied them access to programs.  
Maryland’s native people continue to maintain their identity and culture without official recognition from the government, 
though they continue to seek the opportunities and benefits this status would bring us. Many native people identify 
themselves as Black, White, Hispanic, or even Asian due to a lack of tracking and maintaining record of their heritage 
while others disconnect with their heritage to avoid what a burdensome and unneeded negative atmosphere created by the 
absence of “official” status as Indians. 
Nevertheless, a person of Native American Indian descent should not deny or be denied the connection with their heritage, 
in fact a heritage that in some cases cannot be ignored.  Example, several years ago a friend in law enforcement passed 
along a message that a woman in the New England area was in need of bone marrow transplant donors.  And it was 
revealed that the best match for donors were Native Americans. It was not until the woman’s illness that medical testing, 
perhaps DNA testing, revealed that she was indeed Native American proving that native traits can be critical.  
So, where is the Indian?  Many people have a family story about a relative that was Native American and for whatever 
reasons such heritage is dismissed, ignored or uncelebrated.  Do not deny yourself of your heritage, even the 2010 U.S. 
Census made room for participants to choose multiple racial affiliations.  Why not do so!  If you are Indian or part Indian, 
be counted, be united, be proud.  There are many of us here, whether traditional, mix-blood or culturally blended.  We are 
here. 



 

 
Indian Tribes currently present in Maryland  
Accohannock Indian Tribe, Inc. 
Assateague Peoples Tribe 
Cedarville Band of Piscataway Indians 
Nause-Waiwash Band of Indians, Inc. 
Piscataway Conoy Tribe of Maryland 
Piscataway Conoy Confederacy and Sub-Tribes, Inc. 
Piscataway Indian Nation, Inc. 
Pocomoke Indian Nation 
Youghiogheny River Band of Shawnee 
Indians, Inc. 
 
American Indian resources in Maryland: 
The Maryland Commission on Indian Affairs (http://www.americanindian.maryland.gov/) 
301 W. Preston Street, Suite 1500 - Baltimore, Maryland 21202Phone (410) 767-7631 
Serves the interests of communities of Native American groups in Maryland by: 

- Aiding in the process to obtain state and/or Federal recognition.  
Promotes awareness and a better understanding of bother Historical and contemporary Native American Contributions to 
life in Maryland by: 

- Assisting in the protection of Native American burial and other culturally significant sites. 
- Organizing and maintaining a database of resources specific to Native American history and culture in Maryland. 
- Publishing information and giving presentations on the culture and accomplishments of Native American groups in 
Maryland....    

- Serving as a statewide clearinghouse for information. 
Assist State, Local and private agencies responsible for addressing the educational, social and economic needs of Native 
American communities in Maryland with activities such as: 

- Identifying unmet social and economic needs and recommending specific actions to meet those needs. 
- Identifying and supporting physical and mental health programs for Native Americans. 
- Making recommendations to encourage and promote economic development in Native American Communities. 

 

Baltimore American Indian Center 
113 South Broadway, Baltimore, Maryland 21231 
(410) 675-3535 
http://www.baic.org/ 
 
University of Maryland College Park 
Dottie Chicquelo, Assistant Director 
Office of Multi-ethnic Student Education 
1101 Hornbake Library 
chicodh@umd.edu 

 

 
 

POWER TO THE PEOPLE 
 
Local Health Disparities Coalition (Washington County) will not hold a meeting for December.  Next meeting is 
Tuesday, January 17, 2012.  For more information call (301) 393-9290 or email: MOTA@brotherswhocare.org.  
 
Medal of Honor Group - Neighborhoods 1

st
 association meets the first Thursday of each month at 7pm in the Bethel 

Gardens Community Center.    Discussions continued at the October meeting about traffic concerns in the Jonathan Street 
corridor.  Consideration is being given to the moving or removal of parking spaces to avoid further accidents, injuries or 
deaths due to a potential traffic hazard.  One solution being considered is changing the flow of traffic in Bethel Gardens 
from Northbound (exiting W. North Avenue) on Henry Avenue to Southbound (exiting on Bethel Street).  Letters informing 
residents of the possible changes have been sent out by the City of Hagerstown.  The public is invited to attend the 
Neighborhoods 1

st
 Medal of Honor group’s December 1, 2011 meeting to discuss this matter.  For more information about 

Medal of Honor neighborhood association call (301) 393-9290.   Reminder: The City of Hagerstown holds a 
Neighborhoods 1

st
 – Network Meeting on the first Monday of each month at City Hall.  Representatives of the 

Neighborhoods 1
st 

groups from across the city meet collectively to discuss happenings within their neighborhoods and also 
give feedback to the City.  For more information about Neighborhoods 1

st
 or the Network meetings, contact Jonathan 

Kerns, Community Development Manager – City of Hagerstown (301) 739-8577 ext. 134.  

Maryland Native American website sources: 
 

http://www.piscatawayconoy.com/content/learn/history.html 
 

http://www.pocomoke-indian-nation.org/ 
 

http://skipjack.net/le_shore/accohannock/ 
 

http://www.assateaguepeopleofdelmarva.org/History.html 
 
http://www.turtletracks.org/about.html 
 
http://www.piscatawayindians.org/aboutus.html  
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Debra Anderson, a Spiritual Team Member at the Church Without Walls Ministries (122 W. Martin Street, Martinsburg, WV 25401) 
gave a tour of their Clothing “Wear” House that she coordinates for the church.   Click on the link to view the photo story with music 
from the Family Few pictured above: http://brotherswhocare.org/images/WithoutWalls.wmv  
 

  
Bria Cottingham (above left) was awarded a $2,000 scholarship and Shay Von Johnson (above right) $1,000 scholarship from the 
Somerset Alumni Group for Educational Strategies (SAGES) at their 2011 Annual Dance & Scholarship Awards.  MOTA was a 
sponsor of this event.  Click on the link below to view the photo album of the SAGES 2011 Dance & Scholarship Awards: 
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.313675218661657.92666.100000575439654&type=1&l=3718d159f7 
 

   
Kalilah Perkins (age 13) was the winner of the Washington County Free Library’s “Just Dance” contest held at the Valley Mall in 
Hagerstown, Maryland.  The mall hosted the event that included various outreach services (like those pictured above) that attracted a 
couple hundred teens to the event.  Click on the link below to view the Foto Flicker of the Just Dance contest: 
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.313647601997752.92662.100000575439654&type=1&l=c9c06bd36e 


