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WORD ON THE STREET 
 
March is Women's History Month 
This news publication would like to celebrate Women's History Month with a Woman of the Year tribute. Women's History 
Month out started out in Sonoma County, California in 1978 as “Women’s History Week”. In 1981, Maryland’s own Barbara 
Mikulski, who then was a Congressional Representative (D-Maryland) co-sponsored a joint Congressional resolution with 
Senator Orrin Hatch (R-Utah) proclaiming a national Women's History Week. In 1987, Congress expanded the celebration 
to a month, and March was declared Women's History Month. 
 

WOMAN of the YEAR 
 
Speak Up's 2011 Woman of the Year is Loretta Wright.  Born Loretta Johnson 
on February 7, 1958 in Carlisle, Pennsylvania to parents George “Dick” 
Johnson and Jeanne Johnson. Her parents later moved to a rural part of 
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania where she was raised.  Letterkenny Army Depot 
was visible from her home.  Loretta attended Chambersburg Area High School 
where she and her cousins started a Student Government Association (SGA) 
Black History Club.  Her high school had about 125 black students when she 
attended and the History Club activities, fashion shows and speaking 
engagements received participation from throughout the student body.  Loretta 
attended Harcum College in Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania outside of Philadelphia, it 
was an all girls school at the time.  Harcum College offered her work study to 
help with tuition cost and it is where she met her best friend, Susan Rouishelle, 
whose father owned a news publication.  Loretta entered college to become a 
teacher and diplomas for teaching were limited at Harcum, so she switched her 
major to Business. The college offered her other beneficial experiences; the 
campus was nearby colleges such as Villanova, St. Joseph's and University of 
Pennsylvania.  Her college was often invited to social mixers at the nearby 
campuses and Harcum even attended a Philadelphia 76's dinner banquet.  
Loretta said she never wanted to be in the forefront for her leadership efforts, 
yet contributions in high school and college earned her various awards. Loretta 
remained in the Philadelphia area three years after she graduated from her 
Business program, working in retail before she called it quits and returned to 
Chambersburg, then met Hagerstown native Kelly Wright.  Loretta said during 
the 5 ½ months that she dated Wright, they had some serious discussions about a future together.  Kelly was building a 
career in network news which meant connecting with him would be a life on the move (literally).  Nevertheless, Loretta 
accepted Kelly’s proposal with one condition she said, “Take me any place but the South”.  The two were married on 
January 14, 1983 by Reverend Leroy Jackson of Hagerstown and the next day Kelly took off for a news job with the 700 
Club that landed the couple in Virginia Beach, Virginia (in the South)!  The couple lived in various areas up and down the 
Eastern seaboard including New York and North Carolina.  Loretta said she enjoyed working in Crystal City when they 
lived in Alexandria, Virginia.    She gave birth to their first child, Mychael in Hagerstown.  Two years later the couple had 
their second son, Morgan whom Loretta calls “her baby”.   It was through Mycheal’s nursery school that Loretta returned to 
first career interest, teaching. The preschool work gave her a chance to master a curriculum that she trained her co-
workers to teach and this led to advancing to Assistant Director and then Director of the childcare program where she 
worked.  Even with work Loretta said she was “a busy mom” in regards to raising her sons and family life.  Their sons 
attended and completed school at North Hagerstown High.  Mychael 23 and Morgan 21 are now involved in music careers.   
Having more time for community interest, the Wrights were invited to join the Board of Directors at the Memorial 



 

Recreation Center (MRC).  Loretta eventually shifted into the Executive Director role at the center.  However, her position 
as Executive Director was not intentional.  While serving as a board member, Loretta and several other board members 
were helping to run the day-to-day activities during a leadership transition. Loretta's performance with the administrative 
was so effective she noticed that the others helping with the tasks no longer showed up to assist.  In 2009 the center's 
board of directors sought to fill the Executive Director position. Loretta was considered as a candidate for the job and she 
accepted.  A year later, challenged by budget woes and having limited personnel, Loretta made the remark that she was 
“burned out”.  Loretta was told by a friend that she was not “burned out” just frustrated and that she needed to establish a 
leadership process and infrastructure that would not be frustrating.  And she did.  She was able to press on with the 
support of a responsive Board of Directors and the perseverance of her Program Director, Marquita Davis.  She eventually 
found an Executive Assistant, Teresa Harmon, who helped balance out the center's staff needs.  One other thing that 
helps the center she said was “having someone fix or do something for the center that doesn't cost a dime.”  Loretta really 
appreciates the help that she gets from the Washington County Alternative Sanctions program.  In-Kind and volunteer 
support is invited at the Memorial Recreation Center. One of her biggest challenges is getting more parents involved at the 
center that serves their children. Loretta said that keeping the swimming pool up to standards that meet the annual 
inspection process has been one of her greatest contributions to the center. However after you read their brochure you will 
have no doubt that there is a lot more going on at the Memorial Recreation Center.  The youth center is fulfilling its mission 
– “working together to develop and enable youth”.  The center offers: after school care, Abrakadoodle (a premier arts 
program), a cub scout pack, girl scouts, a computer lab, DIVAS in Training & Man-Up (a male and female youth life skills 
programs), Minority Outreach & Technical Assistance (MOTA), a summer youth camp, a summer basketball league, 
swimming for children & adults and dance classes.  They are also a fully functional community center housing three 
churches, a substance abuse program, a meeting center for the local NAACP, a NAACP Youth Council, public school 
Parent Information Sessions and use of a community room for social events.  If you wish to donate or volunteer at the 
Memorial Recreation Center, give Loretta a call (301) 790-0203. 
 
Women's History Month events & activities: 
 
Department of Natural Resources Colleagues, Maryland State Employees & Friends:  You are cordially invited to the 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources 2011 Women’s History Month program and celebration.  This program 
will be held on Tuesday, March 15, 2011 at 12:00pm at the Tawes Building, 580 Taylor Avenue, Annapolis, Maryland 
21401, National Women’s History Month is celebrated each year during the merry month of March.  It is a special time for 
recognizing the outstanding contributions of women to American society and Maryland. 
At our event we will:  Read a Governor’s proclamation; have some light lunch; and hear a great keynote speaker, 
Dr. Anne Hairston-Strang, Forest Hydrologist (Maryland Department of Natural Resources Forest Service).  Dr. Strang has 
worked for our agency since 1997 and obtained an P.H.D. from Oregon State University in Forest Hydrology. 
Join us as we explore, “Who is the Natural Resource Woman”? by Dr. Anne Hairston-Strang 
Sincerely, 
Richard W. Allen, Director 
MD DNR Office of Fair Practices 
410-260-8058 
 
National Women’s History Project – 2011 Women’s History Month Theme - Our History is Our Strength 
Our shared history unites families, communities, and nations.  Although women’s history is intertwined with the history 
shared with men, several factors - social, religious, economic, and biological - have worked to create a unique sphere of 
women's history.    The stories of women’s achievements are integral to the fabric of our history.  Learning about women’s 
tenacity, courage, and creativity throughout the centuries is a tremendous source of strength.  Until relatively recently, this 
sphere of women's history was overlooked and undervalued. Women’s achievements were often distorted, disdained, and 
denied.  But, knowing women’s stories provides essential role models for everyone. And role models are genuinely needed 
to face the extraordinary changes and unrelenting challenges of the 21st century.  
While women’s history is a relatively new field of study, one important scholar is Gerda Lerner. She is credited with 
teaching the first women’s history course, establishing the first graduate program in women’s history, and publishing 
numerous books and treatises on women’s history. In recognition of Gerda Lerner’s  pioneering role in establishing the 
field of women’s history as well as her generous role in mentoring women’s history scholars. Gerda Lerner supported our 
work even before we were the National Women’s History Project.  We will always be indebted to her not only for her 
tenacious, unrelenting, and pioneering work in the field of women’s history, but also for her well-documented research 
which demonstrates that Our History is Our Strength.   
The National Women’s History Project is honoring Gerda Lerner by offering her latest book “Living with History/Making 
Social Change” at a discount.  Visit their website for more information: http://www.nwhp.org/whm/index.php.   
 

Please check your local listings for other activities for “Women's History Month” 
 
“I wish to give a Women's History Month honor to my mother, Mrs. Helen Bowers, for giving me life and helping me be 
successful, I know the world is a challenging place to trust your child to and she prepared me well.”- Andy Smith, Editor 



 

POWER TO THE PEOPLE 
 
Neighborhoods 1

st
 – Medal of Honor Group 

The Medal of Honor Group meets on the 1
st
 Thursday of the Month to discuss and plan ways to: provide feedback to city 

leaders about their neighborhood; Initiate neighborhood activities and events; Centralize a neighborhood calendar 
(annual/monthly activities and events) and connect with other neighborhoods in the city.  The most recent meeting held on 
March 3, 2011 brought forth a nice group of neighborhood residents and community leaders who shared various ideas to 
stimulate connection in the Jonathan Street community.  An upcoming “Easter Egg Hunt” is planned for Saturday, April 23,  
2011 at 10am on Wheaton Park.  The Memorial Recreation Center will stuff the eggs with candy donated by Children In 
Need (both are Jonathan Street neighborhood organizations).  Brothers Who Care has offered to volunteer for the event 
along with neighborhood resident Mrs. Helen Bowers.  Others are welcome to volunteer or donate for the egg hunt.  No 
boiled eggs will be used for the event. For more information on the Easter Egg Hunt call the Memorial Recreation Center 
(301) 790-0203.  Robert Naugle and Officer Gerald Kendle are leading the flag pole dedication for the Medal of Honor 
Triangle, which is a tribute to neighborhood National Military hero and Buffalo Soldier, Cpl. William O. Wilson.  The 
dedication ceremony will possibly include a Buffalo Soldier mobile museum exhibit, a motorcycle parade and Kelly Wright 
offered to help get a military dignitary involved in the celebration planned for May 28, 2010.  For more information on the 
dedication call Robert Naugle after 7:30pm (301) 733-0610 or preferably email: robert.naugle1@verizon.net.  Other ideas 
that emerged from the meeting was a suggestion from Kelly Wright to start a “Neighborhood Nights” social gathering.  
Lt. Paul Kifer (HPD) added that the social gathering could be rotated to different streets in the neighborhood to build a 
sense of connection, which could allow residents or organizations on the host street to lead or help with the gathering on 
that night.   It was later suggested that June 19, 2011 weekend could be a date to start the Neighborhood Nights because 
it could honor the Juneteenth celebration.  An announcement was made about the Wheaton Park Reunion scheduled for 
the June 23, 2011 weekend.  The reunion will include a Meet & Greet at the Martin Luther King Center, a youth dance and 
other activities to  be held on Wheaton Park.   You are invited to attend and participate at the next Neighborhoods 1

st
 

Medal of Honor Group meeting scheduled for April 7, 2011 at 7pm in the Bethel Gardens Community Center.  For more 
information about the Medal of Honor Group, you may call Brenda Washington for more information at (301) 739-0707. 
 
Spence performing Live! 
The Music United official “Spence” album release concert will be held Friday March 25, 2011 at the Leitersburg Cinemas 
20145 Leitersburg Pike, Hagerstown Maryland 21742. With special guest: Matinee@Midnight and the Lunch Box 
Movement there will also be performances by Hub City’s own D Bell, The Pham and Ceejay the Artist.  Doors open at 
7:30pm, show time at 8:00pm. Presented by High Call Productions, Leitersburg Cinemas and Live United (United Way) 
and will be hosted by Tasha K.  Tickets are $7.    Give aways all night!  Call (301) 991-6151 or (443) 220-4656 for info.  
See the new single “High Skool Swagg” on www.youtube.com/spenceclassics.  
 

About this Month’s Sponsors of Speak Up 
 

Bill & Hettie Ballweber, Roxann Cole, Emma Dashields and Arnetta Doleman, with the exception of Bill, Speak Up 
was fortunate to have women as a majority sponsor this Women’s History Month issue.  
 
Bill & Hettie Ballweber, a loving couple from Boonsboro, Maryland has been involved with Brothers Who Care for about a 
decade.  The Ballwebers support is not limited to helping community groups, they are involved in the animal rescue of 
Greyhound dogs.  They were instrumental in the creation of the Fast Friends Greyhound Rescue, Inc. a Western Maryland 
non-profit that provides shelter and adoption services for rescued Greyhounds.  It is not unusual to visit the couples home 
to find at least a half dozen of these beautiful animals that they are helping to find homes, as well as seeing quite a few 
dogs they have kept for themselves.  Find out more about Fast Friends Greyhound Rescue by emailing Hettie: 
Hettie@myactv.net  or visit their website: http://greytdogs.org/index.html. 
Roxann Cole is a regular volunteer for Brothers Who Cares.  She helps represent the our organization at community 
events, as well as helping to keep the books for our monthly and annual reports.   
Emma Dashields joins our cause by way of the Eastern Shore, where she lives and works for the Department of 
Corrections.  Emma's outreach efforts is somewhat Biblical following the scripture: “... to look after orphans and widows 
(James 1:27) She helps the widows of her church community and she has served as a foster care parent.  Emma and 
others on the Eastern Shore are helping Brothers Who Care establish effective diversion programs and re-entry projects to 
lower and stop the trend of those in that area spending time in prison for non-violent crimes.   
Arnetta Doleman is the grandmother of Andy Smith, she is his greatest fan and supporter of the news publication, plus at 
90 years of age she actively attends church, social events and enjoys weekly bingo sessions.   
  
Speak Up promotes the Culture, Health & Success of the community through monthly cultural themes; self-help 
information and articles from the community that includes our back page Photo Gallery and links to photo stories on our 
website. A $300 minimum contribution is needed to publish a monthly issue.  You or your organization can sponsor or co-
sponsor a monthly issue.  Call our office if you are interested in helping (301) 393-9290. 



 

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY                                                  NEWS Crew  photos by Brother Andy & John Williams 

 
Contemporary School of the Arts & Gallery –  2011 Black History Tribute 

            
 

     
 

                
 

                    


