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WORD ON THE STREET
A Juneteenth Vision by Brother Andy
Juneteenth is an important heritage celebration that can help blacks tie into the historical fabric of America.
Also known as Freedom Day, the term Juneteenth emerged after the message was received about the 1863 Emancipation
Proclamation. Enforcement of the proclamation was delayed in the Southern regions during the struggle between the
North and South. As the Northern armies moved closer to victory over the South, Union Soldiers were dispatched to
deliver and enforce the proclamation in the South, two years after it was initially issued by President Abraham Lincoln. On
June 19, 1865 in Galveston, Texas the news delivered by General Granger announced that blacks would no longer serve
as slaves, the relationship could only continue as employer and paid employee. Blacks in Galveston responded by calling
the day “Juneteenth”. The day of liberation went on to become a cultural tradition which is celebrated throughout the South
and in some major cities in the North. Juneteenth is celebrated in Lexington Park, Maryland at Freedom Park (St. Mary’s
County in Southern Maryland).
I have a vision for a Mid-Atlantic Juneteenth celebration. A Juneteenth celebration can possibly attract tourist and visitors
from the four-state region to Hagerstown Maryland, the Hub City. I envision a three-day event starting on a Friday the
th
weekend of June 19 . Day 1 of the Juneteenth celebration could start with a scholarship dinner/banquet to raise college
funds. The banquet could feature a national figure or celebrity as the keynote speaker. Recently retired Major General
Jerry Curry came to Hagerstown and spoke at our Memorial Day tribute and he donated, to our youth libraries,
autographed copies of his book “From Private to General” and a copy of his late wife Charlene’s book “The General’s
Wife”. Famous people helping with a scholarship dinner in Hagerstown is very possible.
Day 2 on Saturday of the Juneteenth celebration can be showcased in the historic Jonathan Street neighborhood. The
2010 Block Party was done on June 19, 2010 to set the stage for future Juneteenth gatherings. The 2010 event included
community exhibits, health screenings, music, a community yard sale and a small parade procession. This was done
along Jonathan Street. Last year’s event can be expanded to include an evening of music on Wheaton Park with
performances from local and regional musicians. A section of the park can be reserved around the band stand with paid
seating going to charity. During the music festival, bake sales for charity can be held with display exhibits from local
st
charities or agencies that serve the community, including the City of Hagerstown’s Neighborhoods 1 groups. The night
could conclude with visits to local clubs and entertainment establishments. Out of town visitors can be given incentive
rates to enjoy a night’s stay in the local hotels.
Day 3 on Sunday could wrap up the Juneteenth weekend celebration with an afternoon Gospel Concert with local and
regional choirs participating. The concert could be held at a famous venue such as the Maryland Theatre or Athletic &
Recreation Center (ARC) at the Hagerstown Community College. Spectators and visitors from the Washington and
Baltimore can be shuttled in by charter buses to enjoy the Juneteenth events and shop in Hagerstown’s shopping outlets,
stores and mall. This idea can come to reality and help promote heritage that is respectful and worth celebrating.
Local Juneteenth observations and activities:
Juneteenth Neighborhood Yard Sale
Asbury United Methodist Church in Hagerstown will be holding a Juneteenth Community Yard Sale on Saturday, June 18,
2011 at 10am in the lot beside the church located at 105 N. Jonathan Street. The event will be open to those who wish to
bring items to sale and to those who want to buy items at the sale. Part of the proceeds will benefit the Asbury United
Methodist Youth. If you or your organization would like to participate or contribute join us. For more information email
Pastor Sharon Gibson: sharongibson_1@msn.com or call (301) 393-9290. This event is brought to you in part by the
Asbury United Methodist Men.
Juneteenth Presentation
Brother Andy Smith is planning a special Juneteenth presentation during the morning service at Asbury United Methodist
Church in Hagerstown on Sunday, June 19, 2011. If you would like a copy of the presentation call (301) 393-9290 or
email: brotherandy@brotherswhocare.org.

POWER TO THE PEOPLE
Wheaton Park Days
th
th
The Wheaton Park Reunion Committee will be holding “Wheaton Park Days” June 24 through June 26 . The gathering
is a reunion of sorts for those who have spent time on Wheaton Park built in the heart of the historic Jonathan Street
community. Jonathan Street is named after the City of Hagerstown’s founder Jonathan Hager. Wheaton Park, named in
honor of Jacob Wheaton, was opened in 1935 by the City of Hagerstown to serve the African American Community. The
historic gazebo on Wheaton Park was the original band shell from the Hagerstown City Park and still gets use by local
musicians and DJs who perform during events on the park. For over 75 years neighborhood residents and visitors have
spent time on Wheaton Park for a variety of activities, events, programs and occasions. Most of those who grew up in the
neighborhood may have spent time at the parks “Summer School” program, as it was called in the in the earlier. The
summer camp continues and is sponsored by the City of Hagerstown through the Memorial Recreations Center. The
program that enrolls up to 60 young people from ages 5 to 11 and provides summer jobs for a camp staff of fifteen.
Another neighborhood tradition on the park is the Ruthann Monroe Summer Basketball program. Local businesses and
organizations have sponsored teams for the basketball program for more than 40 years. Another activity that has drawn
participation for more than 50 years is the annual Wheaton Park Thanksgiving Day “Turkey Bowl” football game. Thomas
Stoner Sr., one of the original players, said the game began in either 1959 or 1960. Stoner told Speak Up that the games
started after the schools in Washington County were desegregated and blacks began to play football. The Turkey Bowl
game day originated on Thanksgiving Day on Wheaton Park with black and white players from the local high schools.
Turkey Bowl players had used the uniforms and equipment of a semi-pro team, the Hagerstown Bears, at one high point of
the games history. The Davis brothers (Carlton, Charles & Curtis) have been playing in the Turkey Bowl for over 25 years
and have managed to keep the annual gathering alive. Carlton (also known as MeMe) is hoping at some point to organize
an Anniversary Tribute game honoring Turkey Bowl players who started the tradition and players who have passed such
as Crocket Gaines, Steve Moses and Monty King. Perhaps this is something that can be a part of the discussions at
Wheaton Park Days. Other cultural traditions emerged on the park over the years, including the annual Jamaican Festival.
Come out and support the “Wheaton Park Days” and reminisce on how you may have played in the summer league
basketball program, or ate a shaved ice snowball made by the late Charles “Step” Washington. Or you may have played a
game of checkers with Mr. Step and found out the meaning of his other nickname “Bam”. Call Dee Norris (301) 991-9443
for more information.
Free Outdoor Movie Nights, Westside Church is planning on starting the free movies shown on the outside of the
Memorial Recreation Center, 109 W. North Avenue. The first movie night is planned for Saturday, June 12, 2011 at dusk.
st

Medal of Honor Group – Neighborhood’s 1 (Jonathan Street Community) will be participating in “Wheaton Park Days”.
st
Come visit the Neighborhoods 1 table and see exhibits about the Jonathan Street Community’s national hero Cpl. William
O. Wilson and pick up an application for the City of Hagerstown’s next Citizen’s Police Academy or find out how you can
join a City neighborhood association group. Medal of Honor Group meets the first Thursday of each month at 7pm in the
Bethel Gardens Community Center. For more information about the Medal of Honor Group, call Brenda Washington for
more information at (301) 739-0707.
st

Neighborhoods 1 – Network Meeting
st
Representatives of City of Hagerstown Neighborhoods 1 groups from across the city meet collectively on the first Monday
of the month to discuss happenings within their neighborhoods and also give feedback to the City on issues these groups
believe can better their community. At the last meeting the Medal of Honor Group shared a presentation on their Memorial
Day Tribute, the Historic North spoke about their upcoming clean up event called “Dumpster Day” to be held on Saturday
June 25th. City official Jonathan Lestitian told about some housing incentives that the City has on the drawing board to
increase the purchase of City properties targeted for owners who want to live in the properties. Also, association groups
where encouraged to work together on projects to help one another neighborhoods. For more information about
st
Neighborhoods 1 call Jonathan Kerns, Community Development Manager – City of Hagerstown (301) 739-8577 ext. 134.
Free Food
The will be a free food drop at Otterbein United Methodist Church on Monday, June 20 from 5:30pm to 7:30pm.
Otterbein is located on 108 E. Franklin Street, Hagerstown, Maryland 21740. The food is available for everyone.
- Submitted by Sue Watts, Otterbein UMC
Free meals this summer for children under the age of 18. Locations:
th

th

Bester Elementary School, 30 E. Memorial Blvd in Hagerstown June 13 through August 5 (Monday-Thursday only)
Breakfast 9:15
Lunch 12:15
th
Winter Street Elementary School, 59 Winter Street June 13 through August 4th (Monday-Thursday only)
Breakfast 8:45
Lunch 12:15

SPEAK UP Frederick, Maryland News
Frederick Free School
Visit the website of the Frederick Free School and you will see this message:
Education is not for sale, at any price! It is a community resource.
“Welcome to the webspace home of the Frederick Free School. If you are looking for somewhere that fruitful
education and self-determination are treated as something we are all deserving of you came to the right place. Check
to see what courses are in the works, what the Frederick Free School's goals are, most importantly how you can get
involved by educating, learning, or helping the Free School flourish, or check below for our current schedule.”
The Frederick Free School offers a calendar of class activities that include: Yoga, Primitive Life Skills, Peace Resource
Classes, Women’s Studies and more. For a calendar of events and more information about the Frederick Free School
visit their website: http://frederickfreeschool.org/index.html or contact them at the Frederick Free School: Peace Resource
Center office on 4 E. Church Street in Frederick, Maryland 21701 phone: (240) 397-8252 email:
Frederickfreeschool@gmail.com.
Java & Jazz on Sunday June 12, 2011 at Dublin Roasters Coffee on 1780 N. Market Street. Frederick MD 21701 (240)
674-1740. Encouraged by the Frederick Community Jazz Arts Group, contact Marianna Erickson

, (240) 626-5934.

SPEAK UP Eastern Shore News
Somerset Alumni Group for Educational Strategies (SAGES) has been involved in community since the establishment
of the organization over 40 years ago. SAGES has provided scholarships to Somerset County students to attend the
University of Maryland Eastern Shore campus which is rich in African American tradition and heritage.
SAGES holds annual events to rally others to support the educational needs of students in Somerset County.
SAGES members are affiliated with and attend various community projects and events that help build and move forward
the Somerset County community.
SAGES outreach capacity is not only a benefit to area students, SAGES looks for many ways to reach out and help the
community.
The Somerset Alumni Group for Education Strategies plans to embark on a journey to help reduce the impact of health
disparities in Somerset County through the Minority Outreach & Technical Assistance (MOTA) program. SAGES recently
submitted an application to the Maryland Department of Health & Mental Hygiene’s office of Minority Health & Health
Disparities to serve the Minority Outreach & Technical Assistance (MOTA) program for Somerset County. The MOTA
program can be one of the ways for SAGES to bring awareness to health problems such as heart disease and cancers
that minorities suffer from in disproportional rates. SAGE’s willingness to serve the MOTA program into Somerset County
is a reflection of their commitment to a better quality of live for the lower Eastern Shore.
A special thanks goes out to those who made the submitted MOTA application for Somerset County possible:
Thanks to Marshall Becoat, Don Corbin, Marva Davis, Kurt Hall Sr., Colleen Parrott (Health Officer, Somerset County), and
George Tilghman.
To find out more about the Somerset Alumni Group for Educational Strategies contact Don Corbin at (410) 251-8996 or
write:
SAGES
East Gate Lodge #65
11274 Princess Anne Road
Princess Anne, Maryland 21853
Click link to SAGES “Old School Dance - Scholarship Fundraiser”: http://brotherswhocare.org/images/SAGESdance.wmv
Joy Night celebration
The annual “Joy Night” celebration will be held Saturday, June 18, 2011 at 6:00 PM in the Mount Carmel Baptist Church
30683 Hampden Avenue, Princess Anne, Maryland 21853 (Rev. Carroll L. Mills, Pastor). The event is sponsored by
Somerset Jr. & Sr. High Class of 1967. Featured at Joy Night: Brother George Stewart, Sister Helen Beckett, Sons of
Thunder, Veney Gospel Singers, Phenomenal Women of St. James, New Life Fellowship Choir, Voices of the Hill Gospel
Choir, Mount Carmel Women’s Choir, Kim Wilson, Family Gospel Choir of St. Mary’s Missionary Baptist Church and
more. Come help the Class of 1967 lift up the name of Jesus! For more information contact:
Wendell Brady, Chairperson (410) 250-1834
Helen Beckett, Co-Chairperson (410) 652-1303
- Submitted by Brother George Tilghman

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY

NEWS Crew photos by Brother Andy & John Williams

Linn Mosby (District President United Methodist Men), Darvin Hebron (Conference President UMM) and Edward Smith (President
Asbury UMM Hagerstown) share at moment at the United Methodist Church Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference. In the photo
above right, members of the Frederick County Health Department provide a health exhibit at the Frederick Keys vs. Wilmington Blue
Rocks baseball game on Family Fitness Night. The Frederick Tobacco Coalition attends community events promoting better health.

Otterbein United Methodist Church in Hagerstown had a good turn out for their annual Spring Fling. There was no shortage of joy at
the annual event. Click this link to see more: http://brotherswhocare.org/images/OtterbinFling2011.wmv

The “Smoke Free Community Night” had Martial Arts, Step Dancing, Music, Food, Games, Health & Community exhibits and a
Hookah Pipe confiscated from a teen. The program was put on by the Memorial Recreation Center and funded by the Minority
Outreach & Technical Assistance (MOTA) program. MOTA is a health initiative created by the Maryland Department of Health &
Mental Hygiene to address health problems experienced by minority populations and women. MOTA was started with federal funds
awarded from the tobacco lawsuit settlements. MOTA health concerns have expanded and their resources reach throughout Maryland.

