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WORD ON THE STREET 
 
What is the Martin Luther King Day of Service? 

(Source: http://mlkday.gov/ ) 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once said, "Life's most persistent and urgent 
question is: 'What are you doing for others?'"  
Each year, Americans across the country answer that question by 
coming together on the King Holiday to serve their neighbors and 
communities. 
The MLK Day of Service is a part of United We Serve, the President's 
national call to service initiative. It calls for Americans from all walks of 
life to work together to provide solutions to our most pressing national 
problems. 
 
Below are tips on how to join the Spirit of the King Day of Service.  For 
our online reader’s click the underlined words to connect to the Internet 
links or visit http://mlkday.gov  
Plan 
MLK Day is a chance to start the year off right by making an impact in 
your community.  Use the Action Guides and Tips and Tools to plan for 
the Day of Service. 
Serve 
Join the hundreds of thousands of people who serve on MLK Day and 
throughout the year. Find a project in your community or register your 
own project so that volunteers can find it. 
Impact 
What are your plans for MLK Day? Share your plans, become an e-
Reporter and submit reports on the day of service, and share your 
project’s impact after MLK Day (you can also submit articles to Speak 
UP). 
 

Stories of Service 
Rebuilding Together: In 2010, AmeriCorps members and volunteers serving with Rebuilding Together took part in MLK 
Day by completing necessary repairs, building wheelchair ramps, and providing energy efficiency upgrades for elderly and 
disabled homeowners affected by Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, Gustav, and Ike in New Iberia, Louisiana. These rebuilds 
allowed families to live in safer and warmer homes. 
 
Speak Out and Listen Up: In honor of MLK Day 2010, volunteers from 24 Enterprise Rent-A-Car branches collected and 
distributed books to students at four New Jersey After 3 after school programs. Volunteers also helped to launch the 
Speak Out & Listen Up campaign, a semester of service project that allowed 4,500 students and 2,000 family and 
community members to reflect on the teachings of Dr. King. 
 
Paying it Forward: Volunteer New Hampshire, United Way of New Hampshire, Senior Corps, and AmeriCorps collected 
more than 3,000 pounds of non-perishable food and personal hygiene items during the statewide 2010 MLK Food Drive. 
Through the committed efforts of New Hampshire's volunteers, 64 sites in 35 towns throughout the state were organized 
as public drop-offs for food donations. 
 



 

Editor’s Remark on King Day of Service 
I use Speak Up to educate and hopefully motivate the community 
to actively observe and support cultural traditions, especially 
cultural events connected to one’s heritage. This time of year, I 
hope to refocus our readers on a worthy way to honor Dr. King. 
Its documented that former FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover boasted 
about never addressing Dr. King as ‘doctor or reverend’.  In our 
attempt to be modern as a society, we devise ways to make things 
‘new & improved’ or ‘faster & better’.  Likewise we abbreviate Dr. 
King Day of Service to “MLK Day”, hardly a respectful fit in my 
opinion.  Having met Dr. King’s daughter, Dr. Bernice King, she left 
me with a remark I can never forget.  Dr. Bernice King said, “It was 
hard growing up without my daddy.”  Having four daughters and a 
son of my own, I would not have wanted them to have had their 
childhood without me being around.  With such a sacrifice by the 
King family, lets all find a fitting way to observe the memory of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and the King Day of Service.  I 
hope that traditions would continue in Hagerstown like the “Martin Luther King Jr. Scholarship Tea”, a program that 
benefited area high school students.  I hope that King Day of Service activities spring up throughout our communities like 
in neighboring Frederick Maryland.  I hope that the Contemporary School of the Arts & Gallery, run by Ron Lytle, is not the 
only black led organization in Hagerstown to offer a program in observation of Dr. Martin Luther King for 2011. 
In the words of singer and songwriter Stevie Wonder, “Dr. King – Happy Birthday to You. Happy Birthday!” 

(Pictured with Dr. Bernice King is Andy Smith, President of Brothers Who Care and Editor of Speak Up)  
 

POWER TO THE PEOPLE 
 

Speak Up has been notified about these local King Day of Service events 
 

Hands On Frederick County is teaming up with Calm, United Way of Frederick County, UNESCO Center for Peace 
and Café Nola for a Martin Luther King Jr. Day “Weekend of Service and Community Dialogue” through the following 
strategies: 
 

Sunday Supper –January 16, 2011, 6pm – 8pm at Café Nola 4 E. Patrick Street, Frederick, Maryland 21701. HandsOn 
Frederick County and Café Nola will provide a communal dinner to engage in deliberate dialogue about local social issues. 
Community leaders from the nonprofit, government, business, and faith-based sectors will be present to discuss how to 
best work together to bring about impacting solutions.  
 

Family Friendly Service Fair – January 17, 2011, 9am - 2pm 
Join the family friendly service fair located at the Cultural Arts Center in downtown Frederick. All volunteer service projects 
will be focused on the following impact areas: education, environment, and economy. Don’t forget to join the opening and 
closing sessions as they have some fun surprises in store! The day will be meaningful and engaging and provide as a 
means to honor Dr. King’s legacy.  
 

Service Projects –January 17, 2010 
They plan to offer off-site service projects also related to the following impact areas: environment, education, and 
economy.  Last year’s projects included the delivery of lunches to the local rescue mission. 
 

Self Organizing Toolkits 
HandsOn Frederick County will provide grab and go toolkits to help with their mission to inspire, equip and mobilize 
individuals to serve on their own or with their co-workers, friends and families. The toolkits will include an MLK Day Service 
Leader Toolbox, a Sunday Supper toolkit, and MLK Table Topic Conversation Cards to use in your own deliberate 
dialogue discussions. 
 

HandsOn Frederick County and all of their partners embrace collaboration and encourage you to contact them if you are 
interested in supporting these initiatives.  Please contact Tricia Thompson at (404) 308-4092 or (540) 588-3284 you can 
also email: tthompson@handsonnetwork.org.  Current sponsorship includes Clean Currents and Life CSA. 
 

Other Area King Day events: 
Contemporary School of the Arts & Gallery at W. Franklin Street in Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 on Saturday January 15, 
2011 from 3pm to 4:30pm will exhibit art and literature about the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  The keynote speaker 
for the gathering will be Mr. Thomas Segar (Assistant Vice President of Student Affairs/Director of Resident Life at 
Shepherd University). Aaron Worthy (Musician/Music Teacher) and student artist Joshua St. Hill will play a recital to honor 
Dr. King. The public is invited to attend and participate. Donations are acceptable. Contact CSAG Director Ron Lytle for 
more information at (301) 791-6191. 



 

University of Maryland 
Office of Multi Ethnic Student Education 

6
th

 Annual Native American Indian Pow Wow 

                

             

            
American Indian Music, Dancing, Song, Crafts and Honoring our Veterans was expressed at this year’s Pow Wow 
held in the Samuel Riggs IV Alumni Center at the College Park campus.   
You can order a DVD complete with video footage of Pow Wow dance presentations by calling (301) 393-9290. 
 

About this Month’s Sponsors of Speak Up 

Carolyn Sterling is a mental health worker who is actively involved in her community through her volunteer service to a 
neighborhood youth organization, an active church member; a long time supporter to Brothers Who Care and friend of 
Brother Andy Smith.  Carolyn has never been called to help out, instead she comes forward and helps where needed. 
The Progressive Men’s Club is a civic organization in the Jonathan Street neighborhood that is approaching a 47 year 
anniversary in February 2011.  The club has annual outreach efforts that gave 13 holiday baskets to area families for 
Christmas.  February 19, 2011 the Progressive Men’s Club will be hosting a black tie dance in observation of Valentine’s 
Day and their 47

th
 year. The black tie affair will be held at the VFW hall in downtown Hagerstown.  The Progressive Men’s 

Club would like to honor senior members Willie Gandy and Johnny Claiborne and give tribute to deceased members Harry 
‘Buck’ Barnett, William Campbell, Cliff Carey, Cliff Edwards, Junie Davis, Billy Keyes and Johnnie Preston.  
The Speak Up Community News is made possible through the sponsorship of each monthly publication. 
A $300 minimum contribution is needed to publish a monthly issue.  Speak Up promotes the Culture, Health & Success of 
the community through monthly cultural themes; self-help information and articles from the community that includes our 
back page Photo Gallery and links to photo stories on our website. You or your organization can sponsor or cosponsor a 
monthly issue.  Call our office if you are interested in helping (301) 393-9290.  



 

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY                                                                                                     photos by Brother Andy 
 

Ebenezer AME Church in Hagerstown 2010 Christmas Eve Cantata 
  

   
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

     
 

 Call our office if you wish to order a DVD or Audio CD of this Christmas Cantata program (301) 393-9290     


