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WORD ON THE STREET

(Photo by Enoch Castro of: Diana Reyes, Sila Alegret-Bartel, Wenda Castro, Carlos Reyes, Tom Seward-Arroyo and Andy Smith)
Si! It’s Festival time!
The Hispanic Association of Hagerstown is preparing for its annual Hagerstown Hispanic Festival to be held on Sunday,
September 19, 2010 at 12noon – 6pm at Fairgrounds Parking, 351N.Cleveland Avenue, Hagerstown, Maryland 21740.
The Hispanic Association of Hagerstown committee members work throughout the year to make the festival a success.
Committee members Diana Reyes, Sila Alegret-Bartel, Carlos Reyes, Tom Seward Arroyo, Sergio Polanco, Gabriela
McCardell, Beth Adams, Teresa Robertson, Wenda Castro, Beth Alegret and Brother Andy Smith continue the effort born
out of an idea of having a great community event that would bring all the Hispanic people and cultures together, while
being able to raise funds for a Hispanic student scholarship award to be given to a Hispanic origin student attending
Hagerstown Community College. Active committee members provided this about their role in the effort:
Diana Reyes, born in Colombia South America, she is the Founder and President of the Hispanic Association of
Hagerstown (HAH). Reyes recently graduated from the Registered Nursing program at the Hagerstown Community
College and several years ago it was Reyes who recognized the tuition needs for Hispanic students attending HCC. The
ideal for the festival came when she and several others formed the Hispanic Association of Hagerstown. Diana oversees
the Festival planning process, finding vendors and sponsorships as well as booking festival activities, presentations, and
performers. Being a Zumba instructor, she even performed with a group of other Zumba instructors at the 2009
Hagerstown Hispanic Festival.
Sila Alegret-Bartel, President of International Corporate Training & Marketing, LLC (ICTM) is a founding member and
organizer of the Hagerstown's Hispanic Festival and the Hispanic Association of Hagerstown (HAH). She is
responsible for the Festival’s fundraising and marketing outreach. ICTM is a founding sponsor of the Festivals. Sila is
proud of the goals achieved by the Hispanic Association of Hagerstown providing scholarships to Hispanic students at
Hagerstown Community College.
Tom Seward-Arroyo is a professor of Spanish and French at Hagerstown Community College. Tom grew up speaking
Spanish and English at home, his mother was Puerto Rican and his father was also fluent in Spanish. His experience as

part of a Hispanic family has enriched his life in many ways, most of which are intangible yet have influenced his outlook
and attitudes toward life and his openness to racial diversity. Tom feels privileged to be a member of the Hispanic
Association of Hagerstown.
Brother Andy Smith is President of Brothers Who Care, a Maryland based organization that publishes the Speak Up
Community News publication which promotes the Culture, Health and Well-being of the Community. Smith joined the
committee to help document and raise awareness of the Hagerstown Hispanic Festival and scholarship program. He was
impressed that the Association identified a need for tuition assistance for Hispanic Students and instead of complaining or
protesting, the Hispanic Association of Hagerstown organized a festival that shares the Hispanic culture and helps
students attend college. For more information visit our website: http://hagerstownhispanicfestival.org/

POWER TO THE PEOPLE
September is Infant Mortality Awareness Month
The infant mortality rate in Maryland fell to 7.2 per 1,000 live births in 2009, the lowest rate ever recorded in Maryland and
9.7% lower than the 2008 rate of 8.0 per 1,000 live births. A total of 541 infants died in 2009 compared with 617 in the year
before. There were 177 deaths among infants born to white women, 343 deaths among infants born to black women, 19
deaths among infants born to Asian women, and 29 deaths among infants born to women of Hispanic origin, who may be
any race. Despite the large decline in infant deaths in 2009, infant mortality rates have fallen only slightly in Maryland over
the past decade. Prince George’s County (PGC) accounted for 22% (137 out of 617) of all infant deaths in the state of
Maryland. Currently, PGC leads the state of Maryland in numerous adverse pregnancy outcomes, including infant
mortality, low birth weight, and very low birth weight. Women residing in Prince George’s County are more likely to receive
late or no prenatal care.
To prevent, reduce and/or eradicate the complexity of the problems, associated with infant mortality in Prince George’s
County, Access to Wholistic and Productive Living Institute Inc., Bright Beginnings; Infant Mortality Reduction Program,
Prince George’s County Health Department, Prince George’s Community College, Greater Baden Medical Services Inc.,
Prince George’s County Health Action Forum and other partners seek to raise awareness of infant mortality, kick off Bright
St
Beginnings 1 Baby Bottle Campaign (donations) and share available services throughout the County.
Information, free pregnancy tests, and prenatal navigation services (if needed) will be available at various sites
For information: Deneen Long- White MS., CHES or Dr. Bettye Muwwakkil (240) 550 8607 bettyegoodnews@yahoo.com.
Infant Mortality among non-whites is a focus of the Washington County Maryland MOTA program. Contact Marquita Davis
at the Memorial Recreation Center (301) 393-9290 to find out how you can get involved.
Anne Vesta Doleman Black Heritage Library Collection
Be sure to visit the Anne Vesta Doleman Black Heritage Library in the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center. The
collection is housed in the Brothers Who Care office with a hi-speed Internet computer lab with Wi-Fi for your wireless
access. The library has one of the largest Black literature and black culture collection in Washington County, Maryland
(over 1,000 books, manuals and periodicals). Section highlights include: the Diane Hamilton Children’s Reading Section
(with children encyclopedias; Scout manuals, black authored books and biographies); An exclusive self-help section (with
12 inch dictionaries and encyclopedias, various “For Dummies” manuals, college textbooks, medical dictionaries and
medical encyclopedias, nursing books, foreign language dictionaries, etc.); the Mollie Smith “Nora Roberts” collection;
DVD’s documentaries of local and regional cultural events and celebrations from the Speak Up Community News “Photo
Gallery” slideshows and movies. We even have vintage VHS tapes that include Cabin in the Sky; Roots (6 tape set) and
Africans in America (4 tape set). We also have audio CD’s that include the cultural music of Native Americans, Latino,
Asian, Jamaican, Blues, R&B, Hip-Hop, Gospel, and much more. Visit today by calling (301) 393-9290.
Custom crafts by Tribal Made
You can own custom designed
craftwork pieces without paying
retail prices, while supporting our
cause. Tribal Made unique
craftwork is designed to reflect your
ancestry while allowing you to
express your connection to your
heritage. This is a fundraising
effort by Brothers Who Care to help
promote cultural awareness and to
help us continue our service to the
community.
Call to have a piece designed and
crafted especially for you (301)
393-9290.

Back to Black History & Culture
Robert Burnett Hagerstown’s first Black police officer.
(Story and photo submitted by Robert Burnett)
I started on January 2, 1969. I attended the Maryland State Police Academy in
Pikesville, MD for 8 weeks training, receiving my Maryland Police Commission
Certificate. The first three years I rode in the patrol car and walked the beat,
including the Jonathan Street area. The last two years, I was given a squad car
and patrolled the North West section of Hagerstown. The most positive
experience was helping people. I learned that the job would be easier if you
treated people the way you wanted to be treated. The negative aspect of the job
was in the beginning, because (I felt) the white people didn’t trust me because I
was black and some of the black people didn’t trust me because I was the police.
In fact some police officers felt I wouldn’t cover their backs because I was black.
I loved the work, but racial remarks started showing up and when I took it to the
chief and he said it was nothing he could do, I decided to leave and go work at
Mack Trucks.
I definitely think more blacks should get into Law Enforcement because it can be
a very satisfying occupation, especially if you really care about people. It’s a good
paying job compared to what I was making then. When I left I was making
$5,200 a year (in the early 1970’s). I would be willing to sit down in some type of
forum to answer any questions young black men have (about law enforcement). I
feel that I have help opened that door, now all they need to do is walk through it.
(Robert Burnett submitted this story in part of our Back to Black History column and also concerns of low turn out of black
men in Law Enforcement)
Take a look below and GUESS WHO?

Can you guess who is behind the microphone in the photo above is a DJ who performed at the Club Cordova in the 70’s
and 80’s. The mural above is the “Flag Raising over Iwo Jima”, standing in the photo is the granddaughter of a local
veteran who painted the image on the wall of the VFW Hall in downtown Hagerstown. The photo on the far right is the
artist signature. Can you guess who is the artist and his granddaughter?
Last month’s GUESS WHO photos were of Eric Burns and Rodney Campbell (1980) at the Club Cordova in
Hagerstown, Devin Smith (1981) at the City Park of Hagerstown and Robin Harmon (1979) at the Ms Ebony Pageant
held in the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center in Hagerstown.
If you have historical photos or information you wish to submit email us at: speakup@myactv.net or mail:
Speak Up Community News
nd
131 W. North Avenue, 2 floor
Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740
(301) 393-9290

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY

photos by Brother Andy and John Williams

Marquita Davis (representing MOTA) and Majidat Muhammad (representing Brothers Who Care) distributed health information and
health promotional items at the annual Walnut Street Health Fair sponsored by the Walnut Street Community Clinic. Rita’s of
Hagerstown gave away free frozen treats to those who attended the event. Attendance is generally around 500 at the morning event
that included health information, health screenings, free food, free promotional items, games and prizes for those who attended.

Registered Nurse Rosalin Cook joined Washington County MOTA Director Marquita Davis at the MOTA exhibit table during the
Jamaica Festival held on Wheaton Park. Attendance at the Festival had a little competition with the annual theme park trip sponsored
by For Our Kids Sake. Sirr Smothers boarded the bus to King’s Dominion with his father Jason Smothers and his brother Devyn
Carey. Three bus loads departed that morning for the annual neighborhood outing which has been a tradition for over 40 years.

Memorial Recreation Center day campers (pictured above) performed a dance routine at their annual Camp Talent Show. MRC
Program Director Marquita Davis cheered participants in the summer camp event. Davis, a staff leader for the camp program, is also
the Director for the Minority Outreach & Technical Assistance (MOTA) program for Washington County. The state funded MOTA
program is focused on HIV/AIDS and Infant Mortality for Washington County as well as tobacco control. Info, call (301) 790-0203.

