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WORD ON THE STREET 
 
Longhouse dedication in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.  by Brother Andy Smith  

With a special interest in my Native American background and culture, I 
constantly pursue opportunities to learn more about the people of Turtle 
Island.  So when my friend Thomas Horst told our Christian Men’s group 
about using our monthly Saturday outing to take a trip to see a 
Longhouse dedication, I was all for it.  We arrived in downtown 
Lancaster and could find no help locating part of the ceremony that we 
learned later was held at the First Presbyterian Church.  Then, Thomas 
and I drove out to the Hans Herr House in Willow Street, Pennsylvania to 
find that the Longhouse was not yet erected.  Disappointed, I felt that I 
was missing out on another connection with my heritage.  I have been 
attending Pow Wows and other traditional Native American gatherings, 
where I have grown in the knowledge of the American Indian traditions 
and customs.  The highlight of my Native cultural growth was 
participating in sweat lodge ceremonies, where I was also able to get my 
son Caesar to take part in a sweat, he is Cherokee from his mother’s 
side.  My Indian heritage is from my father and mother. 
Seeing the inside of a Longhouse would have been a trophy experience.  

Fortunately, Thomas and I did not know beforehand that the ceremony was only a groundbreaking, if so we might have 
stayed away and missed out on a very moving and lasting experience.   Once at the Hans Herr House historical site we 
saw Native American vendors and small groups of people moving from table to table resembling what could have taken 
place some 300 years ago in a market place setting. The weather was very pleasant and of course I proceeded to get a 
photo documentary of what was taking place for others to experiences through the eye of my camera (see photo story link 
at end of article).  Thomas and I were very impressed by the exhibit inside the 1719 Hans Herr House and the vendor 
wares outside.  The indoor exhibit was part a fundraising exhibit garnished by crafts designed by Rusty Sherrick, a 
Mennonite who discovered that he had a Native American background (part Delaware and Shawnee).    
An announcement was made that the dedication for the Longhouse was to began. Previously dimmed somewhat by the 
revelation that the event was to be a dedication of the groundbreaking, our disappointment soon turned to joy as we saw a 
tall dedication stake in the ground bearing scriptural references in English and a Native language version.  In a very 
spiritual ceremony marked with an oral history, a few native presentations and a reconciliation process from the 
descendants of Lancaster’s Native peoples and first settlers who together “buried the hatchet” and pledged to move 
forward in an effort that will help restore recognition of the area’s Native American Indian people and their culture.  I was 
delighted to see that not only was there a representation by the descendants to mark this event, there was also a good 
number of witnesses including younger people who hopefully will continue the future of the healing process that had 
unfolded.  You see, it is good for us to acknowledge and correct our differences; however youthful participation gives hope 
to the generational growth of an effort.   
The Hans Herr House dedicated a site for a Native American Longhouse to be erected.  The project needs contributions 
from those who wish to support the completion and maintenance of the project.  You can thank the Lancaster Mennonite 
Historical Society (717) 393-9745 for doing their part to build an opportunity for peace, healing and growth by contacting 
them and offering to help the longhouse get built and remain a cultural experience we can all share. 
Speak Up has made a DVD which will be donated to the Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society at 2215 Millstream Road 
Lancaster, PA 17602 to help with their fund raising efforts.  The DVD includes footage of the dedication ceremony with 
important messages from Native American leaders and religious leaders who participated in the event, the DVD will also 
include this photo story which can also be viewed from this link: http://blackmenwhocare.org/images/Longhouse.wmv. 



 

POWER TO THE PEOPLE 
 
Sixth Annual Pow Wow at the University of Maryland College Park 
The annual event is sponsored by the University’s Office of Multi-ethnic Student Education and will be held this year on 
Saturday, December 4, 2010 at 10am to 7pm with Grand Entry at 11am in the Samuel Riggs IV Alumni Center, University 
of Maryland – College Park, Maryland 20742.  Brothers Who Care’s Speak Up Community News publication is listed as 
the Official Photographer for the event.  Our publication has been raising awareness to Native American Heritage Month 
activities and we find the UMCP Pow Wow to be one of the best Native gatherings in the area that is open FREE to the 
public.  The event is not a traditional Pow Wow with competitive activities; the Pow Wow held at the University of Maryland 
College Park is an educational experience that offers an interactive opportunity to learn American Indian culture and 
personal growth.  Those in attendance can join the Intertribal dance portions of Pow Wow and live the experience! 
Speak Up has covered this Pow Wow event for several years and we have an archive collection of photo story slideshows, 
videos, DVD’s and photographs which are available in exchange for contributions.  You may view a couple of the photo 
stories on our website links: 
http://blackmenwhocare.org/images/2009PowWowUMCP.wmv;  
 
http://blackmenwhocare.org/images/2008PowWowUMCP.wmv 
We hope to see you there so that you can become a part of this historical event.  For more information contact: Dottie 
Chicquelo (301) 405-5618 or chicodh@umd.edu. 
 
War for Your Soul: Image Control 
Film maker Reggie Bullock has released a sequel of the shocking and compelling movies which makes use of diabolical 
scenarios that provoke thought and discussion on the state of Black’ experience in America.  Reggie wrote this message: 

 

Greetings Brother Andy,  

you are receiving this email, because you have enjoyed the educational value of the popular documentary "A War For 

Your Soul" in which over 10 million have watched. I have been touring the country to discuss various aspects of the 

film...and finally... over the past month, I have had an opportunity to create a sequel to the first film called 

"A WAR FOR YOUR SOUL: IMAGE CONTROL"...you can see the film in it's entirety for free at: 

www.WarForYourSoul.com 

 

Peace & Blessings 

Reggie Bullock (producer of "A WAR FOR YOUR SOUL") 
 
Michael Preston selected for College Parenting Magazine 
Hagerstown Native and Towson University graduate Michael Preston was recently selected to be a member of an expert 
panel for College Parenting Magazine. As an expert, Michael will provide articles and videos about the college recruiting 
process. Click on the link below to read his latest articles or videos:  
 
http://collegeparenting.com/expert/Michael-Preston.html 
 
Michael is also an owner partner for Elite Sports Marketing: http://elitesportsmarketingllc.com/index.html. 
Don't hesitate to call him at (410) 494-8777 if have any questions. Also, please share this link with parents, student-
athletes, and coaches who can use the information. 
 
Ann Vesta Doleman Black Heritage Library Collection 
Be sure to visit the Ann Vesta Doleman Black Heritage Library in the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center.  The 
collection is housed in the Brothers Who Care office with a hi-speed Internet computer lab with Wi-Fi for your wireless 
access.  The library has one of the largest Black literature and black culture collection in Washington County, Maryland 
(over 1,000 books, manuals and periodicals).  Collection highlights include: the Diane Hamilton Children’s Reading Section 
(with children encyclopedias; Scout manuals, black authored books and biographies); An exclusive self-help section (with 
12 inch dictionaries and encyclopedias, various “For Dummies” manuals, college textbooks, medical dictionaries and 
medical encyclopedias, nursing books, foreign language dictionaries, etc.); the Mollie Smith “Nora Roberts” collection; 
DVD’s documentaries of local and regional cultural events and celebrations from the Speak Up Community News “Photo 
Gallery” slideshows and movies.  We even have vintage VHS tapes that include Cabin in the Sky; Roots (6 tape set) and 
Africans in America (4 tape set).  We also have an audio CD collection that include music CDs of Native American, Latino, 
Asian, Jamaican, Blues, R&B, Hip-Hop, Gospel, and much more.  Also added recently to the library, by Anthony Doleman, 
is Ann Vesta Doleman’s Postal Commemorative Society “U.S. First Day Covers & Special Covers” stamp collection.  
Come see these first day issues that were mailed to Ann Vesta and commemorated in this three bounded book set. 
Schedule a visit today by calling (301) 393-9290.  



 

IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 
 

Below are excerpts from email notices that I recently sent out regarding our news publication, Speak Up. 
Since I had sent out these notifications, several organizations, including the Herald Mail newspaper, have offered to help 
prevent the discontinuance of Speak Up.  Also, the founder of our website, who now resides in California, has offered to 
pay for the cost to keep our website active.  I will consider any offers to assist with this publication 
  

Notification Dated: November 4, 2010 
After nearly ten years of serving the community, the Speak Up Community News Publication will be discontinued after 
December 2010.  Due to Political shifts, Funding shortages and a Lack of support, Brothers Who Care has made the 
decision not to move forward with our news service that has promoted the "Culture, Health & Success of the 
Community".  We will maintain our Cultural Affairs office and Doleman Library resource center.   
  
The "www.blackmenwhocare.org" website will also be deactivated at the end of 2010.  After the deactivation of our 
website: 

To email Brothers Who Care: brotherswhocare@myactv.net 
  
To email Brother Andy Smith: brotherandy@myactv.net 

  
You will be notified should circumstances change. 
  

Notification Dated: November 7, 2010 
To those concerned about the cancellation of the Speak Up Community News publication. 
  
Though I will no longer continue the news publication, the local newspaper has offered us space to continue a column to 
promote the culture, health and success of the community and I am sure they will let me throw a photo or two in every 
now and then should I pursue this option. 
 
We recently received a pledge of $500 toward our annual $4,500 budget.  Our buget is down from our usual $60,000 year 
grant funded operations (some may think this is a typographic error.  It only cost us less than $5,000 a year to run our 
entire operation – which saddens me that we cannot raise this without grant writing.  Grant management is time 
consuming and not an option I will pursue).  We scaled back our funding needs and activities to allow us to focus on 
presenting what we hoped was one of the best non-profit community news publications in the area, the Speak Up 
Community News publication.  Our overhead is low because we are provided space in the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Community Center in Hagerstown, Maryland. Great thanks to the Washington County government. 
 
However, I announced earlier this year in several issues of Speak Up that we needed  our readers to each pitch in $5 a 
year to help cover the cost.  We travel locally and throughout the region to bring first-hand reports of events that promote 
culture, health and success.  We provided media coverage for cultural, government, non-profits and faith based activities 
at our own expense.  Also, we constantly invite those in good standing to volunteer in our service to the community. 
 
This subtle plea for assistance apparently fell on deaf ears, because we are short on funding to move forward as planned.   
I have personally shared the debt we incurred trying to help cover the expenses of the news publication and the 
organization’s day-to-day operations and I will not continue into another year in this manner.  So along with the Speak 
Up Community News publication, we will be terminating the www.blackmenwhocare.org  website. 
 
Long story short, whoever wants to continue the news publication, you need to contribute manpower and money.  I can 
offer to show you how it’s done and continue to submit articles or photo. I’m thinking that ten years of doing a majority 
of the work with the news publication and raising the funds is enough for me.  Plus, Brothers United Who Dare To Care 
does not have employees, we are volunteers and you are welcomed to help as well. 
 
We will be continuing our Cultural Affairs office and the Doleman Library Resource Center.  Photo Documentary 
Services and limited outreach services will also continue in exchange for contributions.  Call (301) 393-9290. 
  
Best regards, 
Brother Andy Smith 



 

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY                                                                    photos by Brother Andy and John Williams 

              
Native American Music Award (NAMY) winner Spirit Wing was among vendors with display tables at the Longhouse dedication at 
Hans Herr House in Willow Street, Pennsylvania. The stake marking the area for Longhouse set the tone for the dedication ceremony.            

        
Lori Graves a member of Ebenezer AME Church took a moment to testify at Asbury United Methodist Church’s “Women’s Day” 
about her victory over a second bout with cancer.  Graves credited Mammograms with helping to discover the cancer in each case.   
She told those gathered that while African American women don’t get breast cancer more than whites, more black women die from it 
because it goes undetected. She encouraged the mostly African American group of women to get Mammograms.  Abdul Rahman 16, 
gave a short talk at the “Offering Solutions: An Interfaith Program”.  Rahman said the message he hopes to encourage is that life is 
short and we have to work for a better life and it is important to bring people of all faiths together without misconceptions.  The 
Islamic Society of Western Maryland held the event at the Venice Hotel in Hagerstown with over 125 in attendance. 

   
Tayida Stewart tossed a tennis ball at cupcake pans trying to win a prize during the Memorial Recreation Center’s “Harvest Day 
Celebration” put on by the Jesus Live Ministries from Waynesboro, Pennsylvania.   In a program sponsored by the Western Heights 
Middle School and held at the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center in Hagerstown,  young people watched a visual presentation 
promoting “Bully-Free Friends” an iconic spin on the acronym “BFF”.  The Boys & Girls Club of Washington County, the Community 
Action Council, and Girls Inc were community partners who participated in the Bully-Free Friends project held at the center.   


