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WORD ON THE STREET
National Asian-Pacific American Heritage Month
May is Asian-Pacific American Heritage Month – a celebration of Asians and Pacific Islanders in the United States. A
rather broad term, Asian-Pacific encompasses all of the Asian continent and the Pacific islands of Melanesia (New
Guinea, New Caledonia, Vanuatu, Fiji and the Solomon Islands), Micronesia (Marianas, Guam, Wake Island, Palau,
Marshall Islands, Kiribati, Nauru and the Federated States of Micronesia) and Polynesia (New Zealand, Hawaiian Islands,
Rotuma, Midway Islands, Samoa, American Samoa, Tonga, Tuvalu, Cook Islands, French Polynesia and Easter Island).
Like most commemorative months, Asian-Pacific Heritage Month originated in a congressional bill. In June 1977,
Representatives Frank Horton of New York and Norman Y. Mineta of California introduced a House resolution that called
upon the President to proclaim the first ten days of May as Asian-Pacific Heritage Week. The following month, Senators
Daniel Inouye and Spark Matsunaga introduced a similar bill in the Senate. Both were passed. On October 5, 1978,
President Jimmy Carter signed a Joint Resolution designating the annual celebration. Twelve years later, President
George H.W. Bush signed an extension making the week-long celebration into a month-long celebration. In 1992, the
official designation of May as Asian-Pacific American Heritage Month was signed into law.
The month of May was chosen to commemorate the immigration of the first Japanese to the United States on May 7,
1843, and to mark the anniversary of the completion of the transcontinental railroad on May 10, 1869. The majority of the
workers who laid the tracks were Chinese immigrants. (Source: http://asianpacificheritage.gov/about.html )
2010 Theme for Asian-Pacific American Heritage Month is “Leadership to Meet the Challenge of a Changing World”
A highlight of events for the month:
May 1, Special Exhibition Tour: In the Realm of the Buddha (Smithsonian, Freer and Sackler Galleries)
May 7, “Asian Pacific American Heritage Arts & Crafts Festival”: a day of arts-and-crafts demonstrations featuring Laotian
knot tying, Indian rangoli designs, Korean calligraphy, Mongolian watercolor and much more (Smithsonian, Natural History
Museum)
May 14, Film: There will be a screening of “The Patsy Mink Story: Ahead of the Majority,” a documentary film by Kimberlee
Bassford about the first U.S. Congresswoman from Hawaii (Library of Congress)
May 17, Lecture: Narrative of Return: Images from an Asian-American Odyssey with Patricia Chu, associate professor of
English, George Washington University, and Lee Ewing, photographer, National Gallery of Art (National Gallery of Art)
May 26, Keynote Speech: “Cultural Stewardship in Asian Pacific American Communities” by Franklin Odo, founding
director of the Smithsonian Institution’s Asian Pacific American Program (Library of Congress)
Local Asian-Pacific Heritage Month events:
Xinmei Tansey 14, an honor roll student at North Hagerstown High School has been invited to the
Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center in Hagerstown, Maryland to play the Guzheng (pictured left)
a Chinese string instrument for which she has received a National Silver Medal award in Beijing, China
for her musical talents. Tansey has performed locally at other community events including the
celebration for the Frederick Chinese School. If you are interested in hearing a performance during
Asian-Pacific Heritage Month, contact Brothers Who Care (301) 393-9290. For other local Asian
Heritage Month events check your local listings. Mei Li.

ASIAN AMERICAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER PROFILE
[Source: Office of Minority Health – U.S. Department of Health & Human Services 1(800) 444-6472.]
Overview (Demographics): This racial group is defined as people having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far
East, Southeast Asia, or the Indian subcontinent. According to the 2008 Census Bureau population estimate, there are
15.5 million Asian Americans living in the United States. Asian Americans account for 5 percent of the nation’s population.
In 2008, the following states have the largest Asian-American populations in this order: California, New York, Texas, New
Jersey, Hawaii, Illinois, Washington, Florida, Virginia and Massachusetts.
Language Fluency: The percentage of persons 5 years or older who do not speak English at home varies among Asian
American groups: 62 percent of Vietnamese, 50 percent of Chinese, 24 percent of Filipinos and 23 percent of Asian
Indians are not fluent in English.
Educational Attainment: According to the 2007 U.S. Census data, roughly 86 percent of both all Asians and all people in
the United States 25 and older had at least a high school diploma. However, 50 percent of Asian Americans in comparison
to 28 percent of the total U.S. population had earned at least a bachelor’s degree. Among Asian subgroups, Asian Indians
had the highest percentage of bachelor’s degree attainment at 64 percent. In regards to employment, about 45 percent of
Asian Americans were employed in management, professional and related occupations, compared with 34 percent of the
total population. In addition, the proportions employed in high-skilled and managerial sectors varied from 13 percent for
Laotians to 60 percent for Asian Indians.
Economics: According to 2007 Census data, the median family income of Asian American families is $15,600 higher than
the national median income for all households. 10 percent of Asian Americans compared to 8.2 percent of non-Hispanic
Whites live at the poverty. 2.2 percent of Asian Americans compared to 1.3 percent of Caucasians live on public
assistance.
Insurance Coverage: By 2003, insurance coverage among Asian American subgroups varied. Private insurance
coverage rates: 75.8 percent for Vietnamese, 81.5 percent for Filipino, 84.2 percent for Chinese and 81.3 percent for other
Asian groups. Public insurance coverage rates: 11.2 percent for Vietnamese, 4.9 percent for Filipino, 3.8 percent for
Chinese and 5.5 percent for other Asian groups. Asian subgroups also varied within uninsured status: 13.0 percent for
Vietnamese, 13.6 percent for Filipino, 12.0 percent for Chinese and 13.2 percent for other Asian groups.
In 2007, the overall insurance coverage for Asian Americans was 83.9%, as compared to 89.6% for the non-Hispanic
White population.
Health: It is significant to note that Asian American women have the highest life expectancy (85.8 years) of any other
ethnic group in the U.S. Life expectancy varies among Asian subgroups: Filipino (81.5 years), Japanese (84.5 years), and
Chinese women (86.1 years). However, Asian Americans contend with numerous factors which may threaten their health.
Some negative factors are infrequent medical visits due to the fear of deportation, language/cultural barriers, and the lack
of health insurance. Asian Americans are most at risk for the following health conditions: cancer, heart disease, stroke,
unintentional injuries (accidents), and diabetes. Asian Americans also have a high prevalence of the following conditions
and risk factors: chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, hepatitis B, HIV/AIDS, smoking, tuberculosis, and liver disease.
Other Health Concerns: In 2007, tuberculosis was 24 times more common among Asians, with a case rate of 26.3 as
compared to 1.1 for the White population. In 2006, Asian Americans were 1.2 times more likely to have Hepatitis B than
Whites.

POWER TO THE PEOPLE
Mother’s Day Dinner & Dance
Local band Out of The Blue has planned an evening of music and dining in honor of Mother’s Day.
The event will be held Saturday May 8, 2010 from 8:00 pm to 12:30 am at the VFW Hall on 70 E.
Washington Street, Hagerstown, Maryland 21740. Tickets are $15 and include dinner, Cash Bar is
extra. For tickets, contact Bruce Carter (240) 520-5206 or Merrill Fuller (301) 991-1113.
Mother’s Day Pow Wow
Sunday, May 9, 2010 the American Indian Society of Washington D.C. will host its Annual Mother’s Day Pow Wow. The
event will start 11:00 a.m. with the Veterans Wall Dedication. All veterans and active military are invited to attend this
special dedication ceremony of the Veterans Honor Wall and the new dance arena. Grand Entry is 12:00 Noon. There will
be a Co-ed Volleyball Tournament and all are welcome. Raffles, Native food, Crafts and Refreshments will be available.
th
Vendors are welcome at No Charge (Arrival and Setup Saturday May 8 ). There will be a Potluck Dinner on Saturday
night. No pets or alcohol allowed. This event is free; there will be no gate entry fees. For more information contact:
senecapaint@hotmail.com. Location: Indian Pines (From I-95 take Exit 104 go East on Rt. 207 turn right on Ruther Glen
Rd, turn right on Reservation Lane (just past 25473 Ruther Glen Rd, Ruther Glen, VA 22546).
Protest 4 A Jobs Program
th
On Saturday, May 8, 2010, the 75 Anniversary of the Works Projects Administration, there will be a rally at the Dept of
Labor on 200 Constitution Ave. NW, Washington DC at 12:00 noon protesters plan to gather and kick off this event.
National Strategy Summit begins at 2pm. Please send your ideas, questions or proposals to March4JOBS@gmail.com.

IN BUSINESS
Former Hagerstown native Michael Preston announced a new business, Elite Sports Marketing
www.elitesportsmarketingllc.com, which he, his friend Jim Peters and former Towson University
teammate Scott Melville were inspired to start because of their passion for sports and education,
along with the belief that all young people who want to go to college should have the opportunity.
And sports can be the mechanism to make college accessible and affordable.
Through Elite Sports Marketing they will make the recruiting process easier for student-athletes and their families, as well
as for coaches and recruiters. They take their client’s game footage, statistics and personal information then create a DVD
and Student-athlete Profile that highlights their athletic accomplishments and tells a story about who they are and what
they have achieved on the playing field and in the classroom. If clients don’t already have video, they can also shoot
footage of a game or workout session. Their high-impact recruitment videos and marketing services provide all the
information a coach or recruiter needs to make an initial evaluation. Join their email list and receive a monthly publication
that will provide information about college admissions, athletic recruiting, financial aid, grants, and scholarships.
For more information contact: michael@elitesportsmarketingllc.com or call (800) 652-1215.
Claude Jones, along with 11 others, started a company where people can connect with
charitable organizations; donate their time and money, and support causes that matter to them
most. The company is called Project Full Circle. The types of services Project Full Circle plans
on providing FREE of charge to ALL of its users: Non-profit organizations will be able to find
new donors and sponsors, nurture existing relationships and manage donations and volunteers hours; Corporations will be
able to make tax-deductible donations and establish and shape their brand identity by aligning with particular charities and
causes; If you’re someone seeking assistance for yourself or a cause, with Project Full Circle’s donation network you can
find people and organizations that are willing to help. Visit their marketing site at http://www.projectfullcircle.com/, then
review the types of services they plan to offer and sign-up for a chance to win $1,000 to donate to a charity of your choice.
Visit their Facebook Fan Page and support their cause by becoming a Fan at: http://www.facebook.com/projectfullcircle.
Help spread the word! If you know anyone associated with a non-profit, business, or individual seeking help, pass them
along to Project Full Circle, encourage them to sign-up for the $1,000 Charity Giveaway and suggest they become a Fan
on their Facebook page. For more information contact Claude Jones III: claudejones@projectfullcircle.com
(Claude Jones is the grandson of Hagerstown, Maryland native the late Lt. Robert “Coach” Johnson, Tuskegee Airman)
OTHER NEWS:
Community Conversation on Racism
The conversation was initiated to allow open and frank dialogue between participants to reflect a profile of the perception
of racism and the social determinants of racism/discrimination with hopes of putting light on solutions to develop tolerance,
respect and peaceful coexistence between people of different races, genders, religions and/or sexual orientations.
Join part three of the conversation series in the session “Racism in the School System” planned for Monday, May 17, 2010
at 7pm in the (Old North Street School building) Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center at 131 W. North Avenue,
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740. Pre-registration is required. All are welcomed. If you are interested in participating, call
(301) 393-9290 or email: bwc@blackmenwhocare.org. You can also participate online, visit our website to download a
session response sheet which you can return by email and you can view responses from conversation sessions:
http://blackmenwhocare.org/download/conversation.html . Use these materials to start your own conversation.
Reminder:
The Chick-fil-A “Leadercast” is a one-day leadership event featuring the world's best leaders speaking about the
leadership principles that matter most. Broadcast LIVE by GiANT Impact from Atlanta to hundreds of locations around the
world, the Chick-fil-A Leadercast is a catalyst for new ideas and better leadership practices.
The focus for this year's event is to help you be the one leader to make a lasting impact in the lives of those you lead. Join
them on May 7, 2010, and set your sights on being the one to make all the difference by living out the leadership principles
that guide your decisions and your life. The one day simulcast will be aired at Bridge of Life on Friday, May 7, 2010. For
more information call Bridge of Life at (301) 791-1674 or go to www.Leadercast.com. Bridge of Life is located at 14 South
Potomac Street, Hagerstown MD 21740.
Remember the Free Movie Night at Bridge of Life. Mark your calendars! May 1st - Ponyo 7pm; May 15th - Journey To
The Center of The Earth 7pm; May 29th - Tooth Fairy (New Release) 7pm. FREE movie, FREE popcorn, FREE soda. For
more movie info visit their link: http://www.bridgeoflife.org/movienight/.
If you have something to say “Speak Up”!
In response to our readers who submit their own articles and remarks, Brothers Who Care now has a page on our website
for your work to be posted. Join those who Speak Up. The page includes a growing collection of work from poet Alfred
Jones, (a Hagerstown native now living in California) including: “Are We Really Free”, “God Help Us”, “Speak Up” and
“Wake Up”. Click on this link to visit our Reader’s Page: http://blackmenwhocare.org/speakup/speakupreaders.html.

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY

photos by Andy Smith & John Williams

Photo above: Washington County residents joined in the national U.S. 2010 Census “March to the Mailbox”. Photo on right: Serena
Bell, Daniel Anderson, Tom Donlon, Ken Hose, Raymond Young, Frank Shipe (rear), Dorothy Bell and Merrill Fuller were among
volunteers who came together to make an outdoor movie screen on the Memorial Recreation Center. Minister Raymond Young is
sponsoring the first “Movie Night”. To be a sponsor, contact Loretta Wright at (301) 790-0203 or Serena Bell at (301) 633-4117.

Buffalo Soldiers Mid-Maryland motorcycle club members Cedrick “Mr. Goldwing” Harris and Don “Road Dog” Richards attended the
26th Annual Black Memorabilia Show held at the Montgomery County Fairgrounds in Gaithersburg, Maryland. Fred “The Hammer”
Williamson (shown above during an interview with Brother Andy Smith) was among the celebrities that were part of the Black
Memorabilia Show. The Hammer was not shy about flashing his Super Bowl ring or announcing his new movie coming out soon.

Edwina Gandy chats with Minister Kelly Wright following his sermon for Asbury United Methodist Church’s Men’s Day program.
High School students from the Baltimore American Indian Center spoke at the University of Maryland’s 4th Annual Native American
Indian Symposium. Click the link to view the photo story: http://blackmenwhocare.org/images/IndianSymposium2010.wmv.

