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Speak Up Community News promotes the Culture, Health and Well Being of the community.  Subscription is free.  Articles and 
remarks are welcomed. Contact: Brothers Who Care, 131 W. North Avenue, Martin Luther King Community Center, Hagerstown, 
Maryland 21740.  Phone 301-393-9290.  Download a full-color copy of this news publication at: www.blackmenwhocare.org. 

 

                                         WORD ON THE STREET 
 

 
                                                                                                                                           (Photo by Andy Smith and John Williams) 

Spencer Jackson – making his own History 
At the age of 29, married with three children, Spencer Jackson wants to change the mark his generation is leaving on our 
society.  Jackson has been using his talents as a rap artist to show you can entertain and work in the music industry while 
having values that promote monogamous relationships, marriage and clean musical lyrics.  Jackson’s video “Hub City 
State of Mind” has had about 57,000 views and a 4.5 star rating on You Tube within a month of being posted.  The video is 
a parody remake of Empire State of Mind by rap star Jay-Z.  Spence cleaned up the lyrical style of the original, while 
expressing a pride for community, his heritage and his faith.  The video was produced with the help of his friends at High 
Rock Studios in Hagerstown.  Spence’s video can be viewed at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hzcUN7MDFVY . 
Jackson’s ambitions and goals are within reach with the support of his wife Mari whose father, Dwight Fulton (who toured 
with Funk legend George Clinton), is contributing vocals on Spence’s soon to be released album “All American”.  Spence 
said that he also has a “big” event planned for the community.  So keep an eye and an ear out for Spence.  You never 
know where you may hear or see him. 
 
MORE than a THOUGHT:  Wouldn’t it be nice to celebrate Black History month in June? June is marked with the 
Juneteenth celebration, African Liberation month and traditional family reunions and other events that do well in the 
month’s fine weather.  This is not an attempt to undermine the origins of Black History Month; this is an effort to put it in a 
season where it can enjoy more success.  February weather shuts out a lot of activities.  Give it more than a thought. 



 

 

POWER TO THE PEOPLE 
 
Black Achievers events for Black History Month 
February 15, 2010, Monday at 11:30am   Earl Stoner (Washington County Maryland Health Officer) will be the guest 
speaker for the Hagerstown YMCA Black Achievers’ Black History Program.  Pastor Darin Mency will give his rendition of 
the “I Have A Dream speech”.  Other participants include local artists from the Black Achievers, HCC steppers, and 
Melissa Miller (Faith Christian Fellowship). The free event is open to the public and will be held in the Aerobic Room at the 
YMCA on 1100 Eastern Boulevard, Hagerstown, Maryland 21742.  Contact Deborah Phillips at (301) 739-3990 Ext. 4239   
 
February 27, at 8pm – 12am the Black Achievers is planning an “Old School Dance” at the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Community Center (the old North Street School building) featuring local band “Out of the Blue” who has added vocals to 
their instrumental band the talents of Curtis “Curky” Mason, Sr. and newcomer Mai Henderson. Contact Darnell at (240) 
217-9473 or Deborah at (301) 739-3990 ext 4239.  Tickets are $12 in advance/$15 at door; $20 couple in advance/$24 at 
door. Food will be on sale to benefit For Our Kids Sake. 
 
Contemporary School of the Arts & Gallery – Black History Month Presentation 
The Black History theme “Are We Embracing Our Heritage” on February 20, 2010 from 1pm to 3pm located at 4 West 
Franklin Street in Hagerstown, Maryland 21740.  Presentations: “Slavery of Indians – Black Indians” and “I Am Somebody, 
But Who Am I?” by Gregory V. Hamilton (American Indian Heritage & Education Association AIHEA); “Local Black History 
– An Interactive Presentation about the history of the Jonathan Street Community” by Andy Smith (Brothers Who Care). 
 
Doleman Black Heritage Museum celebrates Black History Month 
In support of the Doleman Black Heritage Museum, the Maryland Theatre is bringing to the stage the Historically Black 
College and University (HBCU) Coppin State University Choir of Baltimore, Maryland and students from the Barbara 
Ingram School for the Arts at the Maryland Theatre on Saturday, February 27, 2010 at 3pm. General Admission $10. 
 
Citizens Police Academy 
Beginning Tuesday February 16, 2010 and continuing until Graduation on May 25, 2010. This program is FREE.  Classes 
will begin at 6:30 PM and conclude at approximately 9:30 PM. Classes will include:  

A look at Uniformed Patrol 
Civilian Emergency Response Training (C.E.R.T.) 
Fire Arms Training Simulator (F.A.T.S.) 
Investigations, Narcotics and Gangs. 
The multiple divisions in Law Enforcement to include K-9, SRT, Forensics, DUI Enforcement and 
many others. 
Volunteer opportunities within the Police Department. 

If interested please contact Officer Gerry Kendle at (301) 790-3700 Ext 308, 50 N. Burhans Boulevard, Hagerstown, MD 
21740.  Email: gkendle@hagerstownpd.org . Individuals requiring special accommodations are requested to contact the 
Hagerstown Police Department at (301) 790-3700 or (301) 797-6617 Voice /TDD, to make arrangements no later than ten 
(10) working days prior to the meeting. 

OTHER NEWS: 
 

Jonathan Street organizations are interested in a dedication ceremony to mark the improvement work on Jonathan Street.  
“Leonard the Barber” Cooper is leading an effort with the help of Brothers Who Care and several organizations’ including 
the “Medal of Honor – Neighborhood’s 1

st
 group and DJ Chris Keefer, to plan a celebration for the improvement work done 

by the City of Hagerstown for Jonathan Street.  The year and a half long improvement work was met with some delays 
when the original contractor left the project.  However the Charles Brake Company from Pennsylvania stepped in and 
completed the projected within the timeline they agreed and remarkable improvement emerged.  Members of the 
community feel the effort is worth commemorating and a planning meetings is scheduled for February 15

th
 at 7pm in the 

MRC Youth Learning Center at 109 West North Avenue.  Anyone who is interested in this effort can call Leonard’s 
barbershop (301) 790-3070 or Brothers Who Care (301) 393-9290.  
 
Native American effort to increase participation in the 2010 Census.  Following the Hawk of Winter Pow Wow & Concert, 
Brothers Who Care are continuing efforts to increase American Indian participation in the 2010 Census and will be 
teaming up with Maryland Indian Commissioner Cornelius Red Deer to further this success.  Remember, it is important to 
be counted!  Call our office (301) 393-9290 or Red Deer (443) 938-7901 email: gigageawi@hotmail.com. 
  

A message to our readers 
Our news publication is free. We are a non-profit organization and an annual donation of $5 from each of our readers will 
help fund this outreach through the program year. To help call (301) 393-9290 or send your tax deductible contributions to: 
Brothers Who Care 131 W. North Avenue, 2

nd
 fl. Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center Hagerstown, Maryland 21740.   



 

 

Speak Up salutes Pastor Sinclair Grey III for Black History month.  By Andy Smith 
I recently had the honor of spending the morning with Pastor Grey for breakfast at the Ryan’s restaurant in Hagerstown.  
The meeting came in response to a call I had made asking him for an interview for our news publication.  I came to know 
of Pastor Grey through his daily inspirational writings, “Seeds of Freedom” that was passed along to me by our reader 
Donna Hall of Frederick, Maryland.  Pastor Grey’s spiritual messages are not your “regular” daily devotional reading , they 
are more of a “real-life situation fitting right for the moment or definitely worth keeping in case of emergency words of 
wisdom and encouragement that just might help you or someone you know” – type of daily inspirational message.  He and 
I had been in communication for the past couple of years by email and phone.  Grey who is the Pastor for the Liberation 
Temple, which is located in the Greater Washington D.C. area, not only agreed to the interview, he even wanted to come 
to Hagerstown for it.  This was our first face to face meeting.   
Visit his church’s website and you will see an impressive biography from which I included a portion for this article:  
 

      Reverend Sinclair Grey, III, is a pioneer in the making—liberating persons of 

all intellectual, social, and cultural walks of life. He is labeled by many as a radical 

and cutting edge preacher who is not afraid to challenge social structures.  

In order to pursue his steadfast goal of excellence in service to God and his calling 

as a leader, Reverend Grey founded The Liberation Temple in May 2004. Through 

the Word of God, Pastor Grey strives to transform the lives of men and women 

spiritually, to prepare them financially, to expand them intellectually, to activate 

them physically, and to expose them socially.  

      A native of the Washington, DC metropolitan area, Reverend Grey graduated 

with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Criminology from the University of Maryland, 

College Park, Maryland, in 1991. After receiving his call to preach in 1997, 

Reverend Grey earned a Master's of Divinity degree and graduated Cum Laude 

from the Samuel DeWitt Proctor School of Theology at Virginia Union University, 

Richmond, Virginia, in 2002.  

      He is a certified NTU Psychotherapist and has received certificates of completion from The Addiction Prevention and 

Recovery Administration in psychopharmacology and adolescent and addiction issues.  A committed advocate for 

communal change, Reverend Grey has served as a facilitator for a Rites of Passage program geared toward young 

males. He also conducted voter registration drives in Virginia and Washington, DC. He organized a conference on 

Domestic Violence Against Women and appeared as a guest speaker in various forums including, the National Black 

Religious Summit on Sexuality and the DC Department of Family Preservation Teen Assessment Program  

      Reverend Grey is a strong proponent of gathering the masses through grassroots efforts and participated in a protest 

march against police brutality in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and spearheaded an Anti- Prostitution protest in 

Washington, DC. Acknowledging his ability to relate to young people, Reverend Grey served as a Project Director with 

Progressive Life Center in Washington, DC, where he oversaw a mentoring program geared toward children whose 

parents were incarcerated. He has made appearances on radio talk shows including Interfaith Radio.  

     Reverend Grey is an instructor for The School of the Prophets located in North Carolina teaching courses in Church 

Administration, Conflict Resolution, and Homiletics. In addition, Rev. Grey is the chaplain for the St. Thomas Moore 

Medical Complex in Hyattsville, Maryland, board member of the following: The Coalition of Adoptions Programs in 

Prince Georges County and K.I. Services, Inc. an HIV/AIDS prevention and counseling organization in Alexandria, 

Virginia. He is currently the Founder and Executive Director of The Center for Helping and Healing, Inc. a non-profit 

501(c)3 faith-based organization catering to youth and adults in the areas of Mentoring, Tutoring, Rites of Passage, and 

Literacy.  

     Challenging individuals to stand up, be faithful, and trust in God's Word, Reverend Grey's motto is clear, “God has 

not called us to be weak individuals according to societal standards but to be proactive in preaching, teaching, and 

ministering to the needs of all people beyond the walls of the church”. Reverend Grey is effectuating change, liberating 

each individual to live the life God has called them to live.  Reverend Grey is also the author of “Seeds of Freedom: 

Inspirational Messages for Ordinary People with Extraordinary Potential. 

 
I conclude my story with this:  Through all of the extensive work Pastor Grey does to share God’s love and salvation with 
others, your daily connection to his gifted ministry efforts can be shared by joining his email listing to receive the daily 
Seeds of Freedom, which includes invitations to join him at services throughout the region, contact him for a copy of his 
book “Seeds of Freedom”.  You can call Pastor Grey directly at (202) 277-2281 or email : 
rev.grey@theliberationtemple.org.  Stop in at our Ann Vesta Doleman Black Heritage Library collection located in the 
Brothers Who Care office for a look at his book. Here is a link to one of my favorites daily Seeds of Freedom titled, “You 
Don’t’ Have Time for Drama”: http://blackmenwhocare.org/images/Drama_by_Pastor_Grey.pdf. 
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The Progressive Men’s Club provided an inexpensive and enjoyable New Year’s Eve celebration at the VFW in downtown 
Hagerstown.  Organizers were happy with the turnout and plan to do more for the community in year 2010.  
 

     
Above are submitted photos of some of the Hagerstown for Haiti volunteers who raised over $2,000 for relief efforts in Haiti.   The funds were 
forwarded to the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) in New York City.  The West Side Church would like to thank all the businesses, 
churches, volunteers and people in Hagerstown and West Virginia who supported “Hagerstown for Haiti” on Saturday, January 23, 2010. 

 

                           
Frederick Maryland held Martin Luther King Jr. “Day of Service” activities which included making greeting cards for military troops, pink ribbon 
roses for cancer patients, book markers for Head Start students, Pet pillows for the Animal Shelter, Friendship bracelets for hospital patients and 
lunches for the Rescue Mission.  Participants at Adriana Roa’s table made bags of potpourri for nursing home seniors. Attorney and Saxophonist 
Barry Kissin played “We Shall Overcome” at the Dr. King community conversation held at the Evangelical Reformed Church in Frederick. 


