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Speak Up Community News promotes the Culture, Health and Well Being of the community. Subscription is free. Articles and
remarks are welcomed. Contact: Brothers Who Care, 131 W. North Avenue, Martin Luther King Community Center, Hagerstown,
Maryland 21740. Phone 301-393-9290. Download a full-color copy of this news publication at: www.blackmenwhocare.org.

WORD ON THE STREET
2009 Hagerstown Hispanic Festival
Speak Up interviewed Diana Reyes to get insight for the upcoming “Hagerstown
Hispanic Festival”. Reyes is President of the Hispanic Association of Hagerstown
(HAH), She teaches Zumba fitness dancing and is attending college for Nursing.
Speak Up: Diana, tell our readers what is the purpose of the Hagerstown Hispanic
Festival.

Diana Reyes

Reyes: “Because I saw a need to have something like this around here. The festival is
a celebration for people of Hispanic culture to get together and people of other
cultures are invited as well. It (the festival) started about three years ago to find funds
for scholarships for Hispanic students attending college, specifically Hagerstown
Community College, where I worked for the college as the first ever ‘Hispanic
Recruiter”. One of the things I found is that the college was lacking in financial help
(targeted) for Hispanics”.

Speak Up: When you say Hispanic scholarships, were there no other scholarships to meet that need?
Reyes: No, the types of scholarships we (HAH) offer are for Hispanics regardless whether they are a U.S. citizen, because
non-citizens are charged three times more (in cost for tuition). The first year of the festival we got the effort known and our
name out there and the second year we offered three scholarships, two part-time and one full-time. And we are hoping to
offer six (scholarships) this year.
Speak Up: So what is going to be special about this year’s Hispanic Festival, what’s going to set it apart?
Reyes: We have a really talented female singer performing this year. We are going to have all the Zumba instructors of
Washington County give a presentation. Usually I’m running around the festival helping to organize things, this year I’m
going to be up on stage a little bit doing Zumba. That is what is really going to set it apart. Also, we are going to have a
band competition this year, which is different. The soccer tournament is growing; we are adding two more teams this year.
And to top it all off, we have (more) sponsors to add more scholarships and to help pay for the cost of the festival.
Speak Up: How are the different Latino groups represented in the festival (Cuban, Puerto Rican, Mexican…)?
Reyes: I think they come together that day, no matter where they’re from, whether Dominican, El Salvadorian or
Columbian. The festival is about being together, dancing and eating. That is things that we (Latinos) do, that is one of the
things we are best known for…all of this goes on at the festival. You see grandparents dancing with their grandchildren, or
the family getting a table and setting down to eat some food. We have a Kids Corner where you see the little kids playing
and face painting. The culture is expressed in many ways from cheering the band on to just being together.
September is Hispanic Heritage Month. Come celebrate and enjoy the Hispanic culture FREE at this year’s
Hagerstown Hispanic Festival on Sunday September 20, 2009 at 12noon to 6pm at the Fairgrounds Park 420 N. Mulberry
Street Hagerstown, Maryland 21740. For information on how to participate, sponsor or attend contact Diana Reyes at
(240) 217-5119 or email: HispAssocHag@gmail.com. Visit their website: www.hagerstownhispanicfestival.org for photos
and music from past festival gatherings, plus more information and directions to the event (in English or Spanish).

POWER TO THE PEOPLE
September is Prostate Awareness Month
Prostate cancer, which strikes 1 in 6 men, is the second leading cancer killer of men behind lung cancer.
Prostate cancer can almost always be successfully treated if detected early. African American (Black) men
have the highest rate of prostate cancer. After age 40, men should talk with a doctor about the need for a yearly
prostate cancer test which should consist of a PSA test and a DRE. Know your PSA test numbers and
compare them with future test results. Join the effort to raise awareness to prostate cancer, WEAR BLUE
where you Work, Play and Pray! Call us for more information Brothers Who Care (301) 393-9290.
BLACK IN BUSINESS
Hottest new business in downtown Hagerstown
Harold King and Mike Mebane are the owners of one of the hottest new businesses
in downtown Hagerstown, hot dog business that is. The two are the owners of H&M
Dogs and for under $3 you can get a fresh hot dog, drink and chips…not a bad price
in today’s economy. Their hot dog cart is located downtown outside of the post
office and as the hot dog business goes, they are in a “hot spot”. H&M Dogs is also
available for private parties and events with a menu that includes Cheese Steak
sandwiches and Spicy Dogs.
Be sure to stop by and say “hi” when you are in the area. You will surely find them
by smell of their New York style hot dog cart. To make reservations or find out more
about H&M Dogs, call (301) 988-1233. Be sure to tell them you read about them in
this FREE issue of the “Speak Up Community News” publication. For a copy call
(301) 393-9290.
NATIVE AMERICAN NEWS
Update: Jay Nightwolf – Winter Relief Benefit
The annual Jay Nightwolf Winter Relief Benefit will be held at the Hawk of Winter Inter-Tribal Pow Wow on October 24 –
25, 2009 at Mt. Airy, Maryland Firehouse. Part of the proceeds from the Pow Wow will help the Winter Relief Benefit
efforts. A benefit concert is planned after the Pow Wow to include Native American artists Jeff Ball & the Jeff Ball Band,
Michael Bucher, Joseph Fire Crow, Larry Mitchell and Shelly Morningsong. The event is sponsored by the Brothers Who
Care – Native American Outreach project. Jay Winter Nightwolf (host of the Nightwolf Show on Washington DC - WPFW
89.3 FM) will be the Master of Ceremonies for the concert. For several years Nightwolf has been collecting food,
household items and money for heating cost to help Native Americans across the nation. We wish to thank the Pow
Wow committee and our many supporters who include: Lesa Crowe & Norman Crowe Jr.; Joanne Curnutt & William
Curnutt; Priscilla Huguet & LtC. David Huguet; Brenda Loew and the generous support of Tex Hall. The U.S. Census 2010
is also a supporter of this event. Donations are still needed for the cost of the Pow Wow and Winter Relief Benefit effort.
To make donations, contact Jay Winter Nightwolf at (801) 380-6619 email: Nightwolfjw@aol.com or Brothers Who Care –
nd
Native American Outreach 131 W. North Avenue, 2 floor Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 phone (301) 393-9290.
Contact: Becky@FourDirectionsEast.com for “Hawk of Winter Inter-Tribal Pow Wow” information.
OTHER NEWS:
Speak Up attended a spirit filled Grand Opening evening service at Bethel Fellowship Church on Sunday August 30,
2009. Worship leader Victor Fowkles opened the evening service with a series of praise songs that charged the
congregation and their guest. Guest included local pastor Dr. Gertrude Dixon. The worship presentations included
liturgical dances from the churches youth groups. Tyree Sterling (Student Ministries Pastor – Gateway Ministries) and
owner of Roc the Mic gave a moving gospel rap presentation and was joined by his wife Glory during one of the songs they
lifted up. Saxophonist Niyi Adams (a Pastor in Washington D.C.) fired up the room as he played along to the song
“Because of Who You Are”. Pastor Pamela Guerengomba (wife of BFC Pastor Roger Guerengomba) also joined in giving
a worship presentation prior to the message shared by guest speaker, Bishop Darlington G. Johnson. Bethel Fellowship
Church is a member of Bethel World Outreach Ministries International. Bethel Fellowship Church is located at 19833
Leitersburg Pike, Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 (just north of the traffic light at Long Meadow Road) phone (301) 393-5454.
Call Brothers Who Care at (301) 393-9290 to order a DVD of this worship presentation.
Thumbs Up! Thumbs Down!
Thumbs up to President Obama for giving an encouraging speech to school kids. Thumbs down to anyone who prevented
the President’s speech from being shown at school. To read an official copy of the speech click on this link:
http://www.whitehouse.gov/MediaResources/PreparedSchoolRemarks/ or view it live on YouTube:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ws1YDi4hEps

Youth News
Memorial Recreation Center & Neighborhood Program Talent Show
The MRC and Neighborhood Program held a talent show at the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center. About
forty MRC summer campers gave an entertaining performance to their parents and guests with three culture
themes: Hawaii, Japan and Africa. And all performers came together to sing a special tribute to the late Michael
Jackson. They sang “We are the World” joined by the family and guests through the encouragement of Master of
Ceremonies, Kelly Wright (Fox News). Wright’s wife Loretta is the acting Director of the MRC. The Progressive
Men’s Club and Brothers Who Care donated passes for campers to receive karate classes at Premier Martial Arts.

For full-color copies of these and other photos of the event or a DVD of the performances, contact the Speak Up
Community News, a publication of: Brothers Who Care at (301) 393-9290. The entire photo story can be seen at:
http://blackmenwhocare.org/images/MRC_Talent_Show.wmv. You can also see a video of the musical tribute at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aPsDQBQvaQo. Call us to have your event in the news or documented.

Annual Kick-Off Picnic
Hagerstown Black Achievers is having its Annual Kick-Off Picnic September 27, 2009 at Hagerstown Fairgrounds,
South Pavilion 420 N. Mulberry Street Hagerstown, Maryland 21740. The event is free of charge and open to the
public. If you are interested in attending, please RSVP by September 21, 2009. The Black Achievers program is a
national YMCA program that is designed to encourage minority youth to set and achieve high educational and
professional goals. The program was started in 1971 by Dr. Leo Marsh at the Harlem Branch YMCA, in New York
City, and is now operating in many YMCAs throughout the United States.
The YMCA of Hagerstown Black Achievers program provides this opportunity to students in 6th—12th grade.
The primary group activities for the youth of the Black Achievers Program takes place at the YMCA throughout the
school year in Cluster meetings. Cluster Sessions provide students with exposure to academics, leadership, career
opportunities and life skills. Clusters can include the following pending adult Leadership: Arts and Culture; Business;

Computers and Technology; Educators; Medical and Law and Government
Contact Deborah Phillips, Director of Black Achievers at 301-739-3990 Ext. 4239.

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY

Photo above left: Loderick Gordon (age 8) sang “I Need An Angel” during the open mike contest at the Medal of Honor – Neighborhood 1st
neighborhood celebration held in the parking lot between the Memorial Recreation Center and the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center. The
musical band “Out of the Blue” made their public debut during the event doing four songs that covered an array of genres from their version of the
“Electric Slide” to a Curtis Mayfield tribute. Out of the Blue is available to perform at your event contact: Merrill Fuller (301) 991-1113.

Photo above: The choir from Asbury United Methodist (Hagerstown) sang for the 2nd Christian Church (Hagerstown) annual Women’s Day program.
The women of Asbury also joined together to sing for the congregation and guests that gathered for the afternoon service which was well attended.

At the annual National Night Out Against Crime the Police Chief Art Smith found this black & white unit (the Chick-fil-A mascot) wearing an ‘Eat
Mor Chikin’ sign instead of a badge. Chick-fil-A was one of the many supporters at this year’s Night Out that included Premier Martial Arts and the
Premier Kidz Foundation. Premier Kidz funds community projects like the Ronald McDonald House and is working on offering scholarships.
Sponsors for the event included: Police-Community Partnerships, Target, the Hagerstown Housing Authority and the City of Hagerstown. The
Memorial Recreation Center provided a free swim to the young participants that attended the Night Out that was held at the City’s Fairgrounds Park.

