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WORD ON THE STREET
Black History in Maryland, Washington County and Hagerstown “From Slavery to Success”
Prepared by Andy Smith
1634 First blacks arrived in Maryland to work on a plantation that employed slave labor.
1653 John Baptiste successfully petitioned the Maryland Provincial Court for his freedom.
1660 African slavery was legalized in Maryland.
1755 about one third of Maryland’s population was derived from Africa.
Deadly diseases, for which newly arrived Africans had little resistance, killed them at murderous rates. Violence, isolation,
exhaustion and alienation led African slaves to profound depression and occasionally to self-destruction.
1740 African slaves adjusted into African American slave communities. Immunities built resistance to disease and slaves
were allowed to start families and possess some material items. The slave communities create social connections, belief
patterns and recognized leaders.
1755 the American Revolution transformed the lives of African Americans with opportunities to challenge slavery and
reclaim their freedom. Most applied to endured servants.
1768 The Antietam Furnace (in Washington County) manufacturer of bar iron products. The furnace was built in 1768 and
produced goods for the Revolutionary War. The furnace was a large slave owner during its tenure and also employed
many free blacks. The furnace closed in 1858. It reopened after the Civil War but finally closed in 1886.
1807 the British Empire banned the importation of slaves passing the Slave Trade Act.
1808 the United States banned the importation of Slaves.
1812 War brought changes that led some blacks to return to Africa settling in a portion of the new colony of Liberia called
“Maryland in Africa”.
1812 Ferry Hill Place, South of Sharpsburg, Maryland, According to the National Park Service, was sometimes an
Underground Railroad stop. Built by John Blackford, this property included a ferry that crossed the Potomac into what was
then Virginia. The ferry was operated by two enslaved men, who Blackford named “foremen of the ferry.” These two men,
Jupe and Ned, ran the ferry with little oversight. They kept the records, purchased supplies and even hired free blacks for
seasonal labor. The ferry remained in operation until 1851.
1818 Asbury United Methodist Church in Hagerstown is founded and built under the supervision of Saint Paul Methodist
Episcopal Church (Now John Wesley UMC). Asbury UMC is the oldest church in Hagerstown built for a black
congregation.
1819 Apprentice blacksmith Abraham King on Franklin Street in Hagerstown completes term of slavery.

1819 Richard and John Barnes were the largest slaveholders in Washington County with 89 enslaved people. Richard
Barnes’ will of 1804 freed all of his enslaved people two years after his death. This included famous African Methodist
Episcopal minister, Thomas Henry freed in 1821
1830 James Pembroke, enslaved blacksmith, escapes slavery from Frisby Tilghman near Hagerstown, changes name to
Pennington, writes “The Fugitive Blacksmith”. Pennington became a minister and performed the marriage service for
Frederick Douglas after Douglas escaped from slavery to Baltimore.
1833 Great Britain abolished slavery throughout the British Empire.
1839 Reverend Thomas Henry incorporates Ebenezer AME church in Hagerstown.
1841 Reverend Thomas Henry sells the property to build the Ebenezer AME church. Ebenezer is the second oldest church
in Hagerstown built for a black congregation.
1850 in Hagerstown, the constable noted, “that the town’s white residents were very much aggrieved from the great
concourse of negroes that frequently infest the public square, especially on the Sabbath Day”.
1860 The land that is now Fort Frederick State Park was once owned by a free African American named Nathan Williams.
During the Civil War, Williams used the farmland to produce food which he supplied to both the Union and the Confederate
Armies. He helped escaping slaves get through Maryland. Fort Frederick was built in 1756 during the French and Indian
War. The fort was also used during the Revolutionary War and during the Civil War.
1863 President Lincoln delivers Emancipation Proclamation freeing Southern slaves to fight for the North.
1864 Maryland voted to abolish slavery. Washington County, Maryland voted 2,441 to 1,638 in support of abolishing
slavery.
th

1865 Congress passes the 13 Amendment abolishing slavery
th

1870 Congress passed the 15 Amendment giving black men the right to vote. Baltimore Maryland held a big parade.
1888 The ‘old’ North Street School, now Memorial Recreation Center, was built and an addition was added in 1924. When
its replacement was built in 1947, the old school was converted to a YMCA for use by the African-American community.
The ‘new’ North Street School, now the Martin Luther King Center, provided the first secondary education of AfricanAmericans in Washington County.
1890 Corporal William O. Wilson served in the 9th Cavalry US Army. He received the Medal of Honor for his service at the
Battle of Wounded Knee on December 29, 1890. He lived at 108 West North Street, Hagerstown, Maryland. He died in
1928. His military achievement was not celebrated locally until 1998, with the help of Don Brown from Boonsboro.
1915 The Harmon Hotel is built in Hagerstown and baseball Hall of Fame member Willie Mays stayed at the hotel in 1950
during his baseball career at Hagerstown, Maryland.
1928 North Street School’s high school students held their first graduation ceremony. North Street School served black
students in Washington County as far as Hancock, before school integration.
1934 A tract of land was acquired for Wheaton Park located on Sumans Avenue and Reverend Walter Campher was
named Bishop of King’s Apostle Church of God.
1935 June Wright is the first black baby born in the Washington County Hospital.
1938 King’s Apostle Church of God was built on Bethel Street.
Charles Harden American Legion Post #74 was chartered by an all black board and functioned at the location 237 N.
Jonathan Street (now home of Sportsman Club #73)
The Elks Roosevelt Lodge #278 is still located at 326 N. Jonathan Street.
(For the complete article, including the listing of historic black owned businesses in the Jonathan Street neighborhood,
visit the website link: http://blackmenwhocare.org/images/Slavery_to_Success.pdf )

POWER TO THE PEOPLE
Black Leadership Gathering for Tobacco Control
A Black Leadership Gathering is scheduled for Saturday, February 28, 2009 at 10 am in the Martin Luther King Jr.
nd
Community Center (North Street School building) on 131 W. North Avenue, Hagerstown Maryland 21740 in the 2 floor
Conference Room. Representatives from the Maryland Department of Health & Mental Hygiene (DHMH) and the
Washington County Health Department will be invited to discuss Tobacco Control Initiatives available to improve the health
of African Americans. Join us and find out what role you can play as a black leader or those working with black leadership
to make our community healthier. This community funded program gives black leadership the opportunity to reduce the
burden tobacco use places on Maryland’s health care system. Tobacco use places an estimated cost of $1.5 billion on the
Maryland health care system. Each household in Maryland faces an estimate of $552 in additional Federal and State
income tax each year to pay for the burden that tobacco use places on our health care system. The only way to reduce
the burden is to reduce the use of tobacco!
This gathering is made possible with community funding provided by the DHMH Center for Health Promotion’s African
American Tobacco Use Prevention Initiative in African American Communities in Frederick & Washington Counties: A
State Initiative. Hosted by Brothers United Who Dare To Care: “Black Men Who Care” Initiative. You may call (301) 3939290 to participate in this discussion or simply join us at the gathering. Save the Date. PASS IT ON!
Be Cautious of that Cold Air
Asthma sufferers, bundle up during those winter months!
Breathing cold air can trigger asthma symptoms such as
shortness of breath, wheezing, coughing and tightness of
the chest. A study conducted at the University of Vermont
and published in the American Journal of Respiratory and
Critical Care Medicine (2000) provides evidence that cold,
dry air can increase airway problems and can affect the
lungs of people with asthma. If you or your loved one has
asthma, you can reduce the effect of the cold air by
wearing a winter scarf over your mouth and nose. This
helps keep the cold air out and the warm air in. If you get
an asthma attack this winter, stay calm and relaxed, take
slow deep breaths and take your prescribed asthma
medication.
Dr. Kalim Ahmed of The Center for Clinical Research at
Washington County Hospital is specially trained to
diagnose and treat asthma. Located in Hagerstown,
Maryland, Dr. Ahmed and his staff at The Center are
participating in a nationwide research study to learn more
about the treatment for asthma. For the study, the doctors at The Center are looking for people age 18 or older who have
asthma, and who are either African American or West Indian. Those who qualify for the study will receive free medical
care and treatment with an FDA approved medication. A free asthma pre-screening is available by phone. Call Kathleen
Renee at The Center for Clinical Research at (301) 790-8598. To learn more about the study, go to www.titanstudy.com.
Information on asthma is available at www.breatherville.org.

YOUTH NEWS
Family & Friends Day “Black History Program”
The Neighborhood Youth Club will be hosting a “Black History Program” on Saturday February 21, 2008 at 1pm in
the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center (North Street School building) 131 W. North Avenue in Hagerstown,
Maryland 21740. Youth Club members are inviting black achievers with roots to Washington County to share their
success stories, also invited are local leaders that contribute to the success and safety of the Jonathan Street
Neighborhood. This gathering will also offer an educational presentation about the African American Tobacco Use
Prevention Initiative in our community. If you are interested in celebrating Black History month with our youth
club members and their guest call our office at (301) 393-9390. This event is made possible with community

funding from the Maryland Department of Health & Mental Hygiene – Center for Health Promotions/Tobacco
Control Division.
Skate Don’t Smoke Roller Jams 2009 Kicks off February 7, at Turner’s Skating Palace 11pm to 1:30am at 17333 Virginia
Avenue in Hagerstown, Maryland 21740. Admission Free (roller/inline skate rental not included) contact: Jonathan Burrs

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY
Our news publication would like to
acknowledge the contributions of the
late Elder William Frazier Jr. Elder
Frazier’s contributions to our
neighborhood and community included
the Foy Media Center and publications;
the Sabbath Farms Thrift Shop; his
tireless efforts to collect and deliver
God’s love and supplies to Hurricane
Katrina victims and his love and
devotion to the Black Family. Thanks
and our deepest sympathy and respect
to the family he leaves behind.
From the Black Men Who Care project.
Photo above: Ron Lytle, founder of Contemporary School of the Arts & Gallery donated “The Sign” painted by Master Artist Dan
Cumpata to Asbury United Methodist Church in Hagerstown. Photo on right: Elder William Frazier, friend of our community.

Photo above: Gary Graves and Patricia Johnson do their part as narrators at Ebenezer AME Church’s 33rd annual Christmas Eve
Celebration, as the church’s Youth Choir & Dance team happily awaited their turn (Photo on right).

Photo above: Guests danced the night away at the Memorial Recreation Center’s annual fundraiser dance. This year’s theme for the
dance was “Living the Dream” that saluted Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and President Barack Obama. In the photo on the right: Teresa
Harmon danced with a life-size cut out of President Obama. The cut-out was provided by the local chapter of Women for Obama. For
Our Kid’s Sake provided filling meals to guests at the event with proceeds going to the annual neighborhood theme park field trip.
The Memorial Recreation Center and For Our Kid’s Sake are two non-profit organizations serving our neighborhood youth.

