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The Speak Up Community News is a Black publication.  Subscription is free.  Articles and remarks are welcomed. Contact: Brothers 
United Who Dare to Care, Inc. 131 W. North Avenue, Martin Luther King Community Center 2

nd
 Floor, Hagerstown, Maryland 21740.  

Phone 301-393-9290.  Visit our website: www.blackmenwhocare.org where you can download a full-color copy of this news publiction. 
 

WORD ON THE STREET 
 

Brothers United Who Dare To Care is celebrating Earth Day by raising awareness to the 
milestones our nation accomplished in its efforts to keep the earth clean and healthy. We have 
dedicated two pages of this issue to Earth Day.  On April 22, 1970, 20 million people across America 
celebrated the first Earth Day. It was a time when cities were buried under their own smog and polluted 
rivers caught fire. Now Earth Day is celebrated annually around the globe. Through the combined 
efforts of the U.S. government, grassroots organizations, and citizens like you, what started as a day of 

national environmental recognition has evolved into a world-wide campaign to protect our global environment.  
 
1970 President Richard Nixon creates Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) with a mission to protect the environment 
and public health.  
 
1971 Congress restricts use of lead-based paint in residences and on cribs and toys. 
 
1972 EPA bans DDT, a cancer-causing pesticide, and requires extensive review of all pesticides.  
 
The United States and Canada agree to clean up the Great Lakes, a drinking water supply for 25 million people. 
 
Congress passes the Clean Water Act, limiting raw sewage and other pollutants flowing into rivers, lakes, and streams. 

 
1973 EPA begins phasing out leaded gasoline. 
 
OPEC oil embargo triggers energy crisis, stimulating conservation and research on alternative energy sources. 
 
1974 Congress passes the Safe Drinking Water Act, allowing EPA to regulate the quality of public drinking water.  
 
1975 Congress establishes fuel economy standards and sets tail-pipe emission standards for cars, resulting in the 
introduction of catalytic converters. 
  
1978 The federal government bans chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) as propellants in aerosol cans because CFCs destroy the 
ozone layer, which protects the earth from harmful ultraviolet radiation. 
 
1979 Three Mile Island nuclear power plant accident near Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, increases awareness and discussion 
about nuclear power safety. EPA and other agencies monitor radioactive fallout. 
 
1980 Congress creates Superfund to clean up hazardous waste sites. Polluters are made responsible for cleaning up the 
most hazardous sites.  
 
1983 Cleanup actions begin to rid the Chesapeake Bay of pollution stemming from sewage treatment plants, urban runoff, 
and farm waste.  
 
EPA encourages homeowners to test for radon gas, which causes lung cancer. 

 
1985 Scientists report that a giant hole in the earth’s ozone layer opens each spring over Antarctica. 



 

 

 
1986 Congress declares the public has a right to know when toxic chemicals are released into air, land, and water. 
 
1987 Medical and other waste washes up on shores, closing beaches in New York and New Jersey.  
 
1988 Congress bans ocean dumping of sewage sludge and industrial waste. 
 
1990 President George Bush signs the Pollution Prevention Act, emphasizing the importance of preventing—not just 
correcting—environmental damage. 
 
1991 Federal agencies begin using recycled content products. 
 
1992 EPA launches the Energy Star® Program to help consumers identify energy-efficient products.  
 
1993 EPA reports secondhand smoke contaminates indoor air, posing serious health risks to nonsmokers. 

 
1994 EPA launches its Brownfields Program to clean up abandoned, contaminated sites to return them to productive 
community use.  
 
1996 Public drinking water suppliers are required to inform customers about chemicals and microbes in their water, and 
funding is made available to upgrade water treatment plants.  
 
EPA requires that home buyers and renters be informed about lead-based paint hazards.  
 
President Bill Clinton signs the Food Quality Protection Act to tighten standards for pesticides used to grow food, with 
special protections to ensure that foods are safe for children to eat. 
 
1997 An Executive Order is issued to protect children from environmental health risks, including childhood asthma and 
lead poisoning.  
 
2003 EPA establishes the Clean School Bus USA program, retrofitting more than 40,000 school buses nationwide, which 
will remove 200,000 pounds of particulate matter from the air over the next 10 years. 
 
2005 EPA establishes the Community Action for a Renewed Environment (CARE) program. Through CARE, 860 local 
organizations, including non-profits, schools and governments, work together to reduce local releases of toxic pollutants. 
 
February 17, 2009, President Obama signed the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act to spur advances in science 
and health and to invest in environmental protection and other infrastructure that will provide long-term economic benefits. 
 

Today, more than 80 percent of Americans protect their children from secondhand smoke exposure at home. 

 

Today, the vast majority of American households have safe drinking water, and receive annual reports on the 

quality of their drinking water. 

 

The bald eagle was removed from the endangered species list, reflecting its recovery since the 1972 DDT ban. 

 

To date, more than 18 million homes have been tested for radon. Approximately 575 lives are saved annually 

due to radon mitigation and radon-resistant new construction. 

 

In 1972, only 36 percent of the nation's assessed stream miles were safe for uses such as fishing and swimming: 

today, about 60 percent are safe for such uses. 

 

In 2008 Native Americans recreated the 1978 Longest Walk across the U.S. from California to Washington D.C. 

to raise awareness to cleaning the earth and respecting sacred American Indian sites. 
 
Everyone can do a part to make the earth better.  Brothers United Who Dare To Care uses less disposable plastics and 
now use paper or reusable dishes, bags and containers.  The use of resusable drinking containers alone can reduce our 
footprint on the earth.  Do your part to help the Earth be cleanier and healthier. Start by talking about Earth Day. 



 

 

 POWER TO THE PEOPLE 
 
Black candidate runs for Mayor 
Jonathan Burrs is first black to run for mayor in the City of Hagerstown. Burrs, who is running as a”Write In” candidate in 
the upcoming May 19, 2009 city general election, is the only black candidate.  Hagerstown’s first elected black official, 
incumbent City Councilwoman Alesia Parsons-McBean, was not nominated by her party in the March 2009 primary 
election. 
Jonathan Burrs was born in Baltimore, Maryland and his first visit to Hagerstown was when he was 6-months old and his 
oldest brother graduated from Highland View Academy in 1971.  As Burrs got older he would visit the Hagerstown area 
each year to attend camp meetings at the Mt. Aetna campground.  In 1988 he transferred to Highland View Academy, 
graduated and joined the United States Army where he trained as a computer programmer.  After being honorably 
discharged from the military having served four years on active duty, Burrs returned to Hagerstown and he went to work at 
the Review & Herald Publishing Association in the information technology department.  In 1995 he left the Review & Herald 
to pursue other career opportunities and later he started his first small business (Optimum Computer Services, Inc) at the 
age of 26.  He now owns and operates iTech Consulting, LLC and is employed by JLG, Industries as a systems analyst. 
Burrs said his love for Hagerstown led him to buy a home here where he met his wife Nettie. He and his wife are vested in 
Hagerstown as business professionals, property owners, and community volunteers.  Burrs said, “I moved my parents to 
Hagerstown, several years ago, so they to could share and experience the joy I found in the place we now call home.”   
(Speak Up will run an article next month on voting by “Write In”.  Two Hagerstown candidates are running for election by Write In.)  

 
Washington County Health Department Health Fair 
The local health department drew a few hundred people to its first “National Public Health Awareness Health Expo” and 
the theme for the health exposition was “A Road to a Healthier You! “  The health department had 30 exhibit tables at the 
event with eleven of the tables exhibiting services provided by the Washington County Health Department. On site health 
screening at the Expo included HIV/AIDS testing and blood pressure checks.  The Red Cross was taking blood donations 
during the four hour event.  Visitors were given an Exhibit Passport & Evaluation that they could have signed at the exhibit 
tables they visited.  There was plenty of free food for all.  Pulled barbeque pork sandwiches, hot dogs and drinks were 
available free to all visitors and participants.  A photo slideshow of the Health Expo can be viewed on our website by 
clicking on this link: http://blackmenwhocare.org/speakup/photogallery.html 
 

YOUTH NEWS 
 

Blossom School of Etiquette 
About a dozen members of the 

Blossom School of Etiquette met 

at the Martin Luther King Jr. 

Community Center recently to plan 

the future of the organization.  

Future plans include finding a 

permanent location for the 

program and doing more 

community service said founder 

Ladetra Robinson.  Nicole 

Downing, the groups President, 

said they also want to do more “fun” activities.  When asked about the fun activities Nicole said, “Going to the 

movies, bowling, snow tubing, skating and a charity car wash.”  After group members introduced themselves, 

including some new members and new officers, everyone enjoyed a light meal provided by Brother’s United Who 

Dare To Care through their African American Tobacco Control Initiative (community funding from the Maryland 

Department of Health & Mental Hygiene – Center for Health Promotions).  Jazmine Burker is now serving as Vice 

President and the group also receives help from Nicole’s mother Cathy Downing.  25 members are enrolled at this 

time and fifteen of those will be graduating from the etiquette program in April.  For more information contact 

Ladetra Robinson at (240) 520-5676 or email: sisbcwc@yahoo.com 
(Pictured above left to right: Ladetra Robinson, Ebony Earl, Nicole Downing, Anika Moore, Amesha Moore, Jasmine 

Ballard, Amber Robinson, Rykeria Mooney and Jazmine Burker. Not in picture: Cathy Downing) 



 

 

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY 

        
Photo above left: Mayoral candidate Jonathan Burrs took time to talk to the guests at the 2009 Martin Luther King Jr. Scholarship Tea.  

Submitted photo above right: Hagerstown resident James Dykes stood two blocks from the Inauguration of President Barack Obama. 

 

           
 Above photos: Native American Music Award winner Scott August played a three chamber flute during his first east coast 

performance at the Potomac Flute Festival in Rockville, Maryland.   Later, August took a photo with Speak Up’s news staff member 

Mollie Smith. 

             

   
Volunteers: Speak Up salutes the volunteers pictured in the photo above who helped plant a makeshift graveyard of paper tombstones 

to raise awareness to the dangers on tobacco use for this year’s Kick Butts Day. 

Photo above right: From little babies to babies’ mamas, Rapper and health educator Sterling Barr gave a motivational presentation to a 

packed gymnasium at the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center in Hagerstown during the Block Party hosted by the Washington 

County Chapter of Teens Rejecting Abusive Smoking Habit’s (TRASH).  


