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WORD ON THE STREET
Hagerstown group joins national health effort.
Brothers United Who Dare To Care joined the
Racial & Ethnic Health Disparities Action Institute
(REHDAI) formed by the Center for Disease
Control & Prevention (CDC) in response to a
national crisis with increased minority health
problems. The Action Institute is made up of
community leaders and public health
professionals from all over the U.S. that were
brought together for a three-day conference in
Atlanta, Georgia under the theme: Mobilizing a
Social Movement to Eliminate Health Disparities.
A letter issued to REHDAI members stated that,
“while Americans as a group are healthier and
living longer, health disparities (problems) remain
widespread among members of racial and ethnic
populations”. The letter went on to state, “these
disparities are unjust, unfair and are directly
related to the historical and current unequal
distribution of social, political, economic and
environmental factors and that the Racial & Ethnic Health Disparities Action Institute members can mobilize a national
movement demonstrating how community-wide changes at the local level can ensure health equality”.
The inauguration of the Racial & Ethnic Health Disparities Action Institute was held August 12, 2008 at the King Center in
Atlanta where speaker Dr. Bernice King reminded participants about the remarks her father, the late Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., made about inequality in health care. She called for a transformational change of the healthcare system in this nation.
(Photo above: Dr. Bernice King and Brother Andy Smith, President of Brothers United Who Dare To Care)
Action Institute members participated in was a “Windshield Tour” by bus of Atlanta’s different racial and ethnic
communities and visibly identified environmental differences such as the number of fast food restaurants and liquors
stores in minority areas compared to the lack of schools and supermarkets in those same communities.
Action Institute community leaders and public health workers were encouraged to continue working together to build other
partnerships in their home states and communities to help reshape social factors that impact minority health.
REHDAI members parted with a toolkit of information including a copy of the movie “Unnatural Causes”, a four-hour movie
produced by California Newsreel and Vital Pictures. The movie is a seven part documentary about how the social,
economic and physical environments in which we are born, live and work affect our health and how long we will live.
Participants were given the movie to hold screening shows in their communities.
The CDC also showed how their Racial and Ethnic Approaches to Community Health (REACH) project has established
long lasting success in improving minority health. A thirty-minute movie about REACH success stories was also included
in the toolkit provided for Action Institute members. Representatives from national foundations supporting minority health
improvement spoke to Action Institute members about how to pursue funding that they award to help with the effort to
eliminate minority health disparities. The need for more minority health care providers was part of the conversations
during the conference including discussion on how minorities pursuing a career in healthcare can receive assistance with
college cost.

POWER TO THE PEOPLE
Representatives for Maryland in the Racial & Ethnic Health Disparities Action Institute (REHDAI) include: Bettye
Muwwakkil ( Access to Wholistic and Productive Living Institute – Lanham, MD); Andy Smith (Brothers United Who Dare
To Care – Hagerstown, MD) Arlee Gist (Maryland Department of Health & Mental Hygiene – Baltimore, MD); Kimberly
Hiner (Office of Minority Health & Health Disparities – Baltimore, MD); Ethel Dellahoussaye (Oasis Behavioral Health –
Bowie, Maryland); Pelagie Quenum (Prime Care International – Gwynn Oak, MD).
Brothers United Who Dare to Care has the information they received at the Racial & Ethnic Health Disparities Action
Institute gathering in Atlanta available to the public and is looking to work with local groups to host viewings of “Unnatural
Causes”. Also, contact information is available for the foundations, including the W.K. Kellogg Institute, who are funding
minority community health programs. Information on how to change public health policies is available also by calling (301)
393-9290 or email: buwdtc@blackmenwhocare.org
2008Hagerstown Hispanic Festival on Sunday September 21, 2008 at Hagerstown Fairgrounds Park 12pm – 6pm.
For more information visit the website: http://hagerstownhispanicfestival.org/
BLACKS IN BUSINESS
We wish to welcome to our community Dr. Kia Tisdale, M.D.
Dr. Tisdale is offering comprehensive medical care for women, exclusively!
Including management of:
Hypertension
Diabetes
Cholesterol
Thyroid disease
Depression/ Anxiety
Routine Gynecology
Dr. Tisdale is part of Women’s Specialty Associates at the Robinwood Medical Center, Suite 243.
(301) 665-4600
Roger Newby, Producer of “It’s Your Turn” (TV Show)
Newby has worked for five years to bring the first African American Television Show to the Hagerstown Area. “It’s Your
Turn brings you the latest and greatest, best and brightest in community, business and spiritual enrichment” says Miranda
Brown’s at the opening remark for the show. The program airs on Saturdays 10am-10:30am on Antietam Cable channel
19. If you are interested in being on the show or running an ad on “It’s Your Turn”, contact Rodger Newby at (301) 7337444 or email: roger898@msn.com.
A copy of the show featuring Brothers United Who Dare To Care can be viewed by calling (301) 393-9290.

“It’s Your Turn” Producer Roger Newby and talk show host Miranda Brown prepare for an onsite interview

Do it for us!
Learn your prostate cancer risk factors
at a FREE Dinner

African American men have the highest rate of prostate cancer in the world
Come join us at
“Dinner with the Doc”, Master of Ceremonies: Kelly Wright (Fox News)
Sunday September 14, 2008 at 3:00 PM
Memorial Recreation Center
109 W. North Avenue
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740
Sponsored by the American Cancer Society and the Washington County Hospital Association. Promotional
Support: Brothers Untied Who Dare To Care. For more information on how you can be a part of this campaign
contact: Melanie Clifford, Washington County Hospital Association (301) 790-8524 or Brother Andy Smith,
Brothers United Who Dare To Care (301) 393-9290.

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY

left photo: Sis. Mercedes Pantophlet (standing behind the Brothers United WDTC table) and Bro. Wesley Harmon (seated) shared
culture, education and treats during the 2008 Jamaican Festival held at Wheaton Park in Hagerstown. Sis. Mercedes and Sis. Mollie
Smith both worked the BUWDTC display table during the 2008 Walnut Street Health fair which drew over 400 people this year.

Volunteer Darnell Shaffer cooked hundreds of hot dogs for those attending the 2008 National Night Out Against Crime held in
Hagerstown at Fairgrounds Park. Hundreds of people signed in at the event this year, that included a wall climb set up by the National
Guard unit. Carolyn Brooks, CSAFE Coordinator, received a letter of support for the event from Hagerstown Mayor Robert Bruchey.

The 2008 Racial & Ethnic Health Disparities Action Institute conference opened with a singing performance from the multicultural
group Harmony and closed the conference with a cultural performance from Native American dancers and drummers.
NOTE: A good portion of this newsletter issue has been dedicated to raising awareness about health disparities (problems) because
blacks and other minorities are dying at an alarming rate due to preventable causes and social factors – this must change!

