
 

 

IF YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY 

SPEAK UP!SPEAK UP!SPEAK UP!SPEAK UP!    
OCTOBER 2008 

The Speak Up Community News is a Black publication.  Subscription is free.  Articles and remarks are welcomed. Contact: Brothers 
United Who Dare to Care, Inc. 131 W. North Avenue, Martin Luther King Community Center 2

nd
 Floor, Hagerstown, Maryland 21740.  

Phone 301-393-9290.  Website: www.blackmenwhocare.org where you can download a full-color copy of this newsletter. 
 

WORD ON THE STREET 
 
Hispanic Association of 
Hagerstown maintains 
tradition. 
Hispanic Heritage month 
runs from the middle of 
September to mid October 
and this year the Hispanic 
Association of Hagerstown 
continued the annual 
Hagerstown Hispanic 
Festival started in 2007 
that brings Hispanic culture 
out for the community to 
enjoy. Several hundred 
visitors this year enjoyed 
Hispanic music, dance and 
food as well as soccer 
games, face painting and 
about a dozen information 
tables.  Merchant vendors 
joined the festival this year selling cultural souvenirs, music and other collectables.  For more information about the 
festival, visit the website: http://hagerstownhispanicfestival.org/ 
Other interesting facts about Hispanic Heritage Month: begins on September 15, the anniversary of independence for 
five Latin American countries—Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua. In addition, Mexico 
declared its independence on September 16 and Chile on September 18.   The term Hispanic, as defined by the U.S. 
Census Bureau, refers to Spanish-speaking people in the United States of any race. On the 2000 Census form, people of 
Spanish/Hispanic/Latino origin could identify themselves as Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, or "other 
Spanish/Hispanic/Latino." More than 35 million people identified themselves as Hispanic or Latino on the 2000 Census 

(source: Factmonster.com). 
Maryland’s population is predicted to be over 50% minority by 2020.  The United States overall population is predicted to 
be more than 40% minority by 2050.  The fastest growing population group contributing to that number is the Hispanic 
population. 
Famous Firsts by Hispanic Americans 
Joseph Marion Hernández, a delegate from the Florida territory, was the first Hispanic to be elected to the U.S. Congress 
(1822); Antonia Coello Novello, (1990–1993) the first Hispanic and was also the first woman ever to hold the position U.S. 
Surgeon General; Philip Bazaar, a Chilean member of the U.S. Navy, received the Medal of Honor for bravery during the 
Civil War. He received his Congressional Medal of Honor in 1865; Ellen Ochoa was the first female Hispanic astronaut.  
Her first of four shuttle missions was in 1991; Luiz Walter Alvarez received a Nobel Prize in Physics in 1968, for 
discoveries about subatomic particles; Oscar Hijuelos received a Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 1990, for his novel The 
Mambo Kings Play Songs of Love; Opera diva Lucrezia Bori debuted at the Metropolitan Opera in 1912; Carlos Santana 
was inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in 1998. 
Rita Moreno won the Oscar for Best Supporting Actress in 1961 for her part in the movie West Side Story. Moreno 
became the first Hispanic American (and the second person ever) to have won an Oscar, a Grammy, a Tony, and an 
Emmy, picking up the last of those for her performance as guest host on The Muppet Show.  



 

 

POWER TO THE PEOPLE 
 
Hagerstown Convoy of Hope 
Free groceries, haircuts, Health Fair and Kids Zone on Saturday October 18, 2008 at 10:00 A.M. rain or shine (whiles 
supplies last) at the E. Russell Hicks Middle School (1321 S. Potomac Street in Hagerstown, Maryland 21740).  For more 
information call (301) 739-1167.  Website: www.hopeforhagerstown.org 
 
International Conflict Resolution Day 
The Washington County Mediation Center invites you to participate in the 2

nd
 Annual “Creating a Peaceful Society 

Educational Event” at North Hagerstown High School 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue in Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 on 
Thursday, October 16, 2008 at 5pm – 7pm.  Keynote Speakers Delegate Andrew Sarifini and the Honorable Oliver John 
Cejka, Jr. District Administrative Judge, District Court of Maryland.  Along with special guest: Mayor Robert Bruchey, Steve 
Burnett (Supervisor of School Counseling Services), Sheriff Douglas Mullendore and Police Chief Arthur Smith. For more 
information call: (301) 665-9262 or email: wwwcm@wccmc.org 
 

BLACKS IN BUSINESS 
 

Donna A. Dinkins 
Ms. Dinkins is an Agency Recruiter for State Farm Insurance.  Dinkins 
joined others providing information tables at the 2008 Hagerstown Hispanic 
Festival. She told Speak Up that she helps people to get their own State 
Farm Insurance office set up to do business like local black business 
owner Steve Swayne. Ms. Dinkins works out of the Frederick, Maryland 
State Farm center and is available to meet with those in our area 
interested in starting a career with State Farm. 
She can be reached by writing or calling: 
Donna A. Dinkins 
One State Farm Drive, Frederick Maryland 21709 
(301) 620-6186 Business Phone 
(301) 873-9544 Cell 
email: Donna.A.Dinkins.glbd@statefarm.com 
Fax: (301) 620-6645 

 
JOBS 

 
Washington County Government – Positions Available: 
Recreation Attendant, Community Recreation Center – Parks Recreation Department, $10 hour (no benefits) 
For application and job description contact the Washington County Human Resources Department, 240-313-2357, Voice 
or 240-313-2077, TDD or visit the website at www.washco-md.net. 
 

SPEAK UP! 
Editorial Section 

 
Change is going to come! By Brother Andy Smith 
Several years ago I wrote a poem 
that I was allowed to read at the 
February 22, 2005 Hagerstown 
City Council meeting.  The poem 
“Change Is Going To Come” 
addressed racial intolerance that 
needs to change.  Now in our 
current time, Greg Howard, a white 
Marianna middle-school teacher, 
was suspended after he wrote on 
dry-erase board in his class on 
September 26, 2008: 
"C.H.A.N.G.E. Come Help A 
(Nigga) Get Elected".  This 
behavior is just the tip of the deep 
seeded racism that exists between 

blacks and whites in the United 
States.  We may all be guilty of 
some form of racism.  Remember 
the day of the O.J. Simpson 
verdict?  Blacks, including myself, 
cheered because a black man beat 
a judicial system that destroys 
blacks on a daily basis (recently 
the Jena 6). I had no regards for 
whether or not Simpson was guilty 
or not guilty, he won and I felt I 
won. Most whites appeared 
appalled when the Simpson verdict 
was read. Very few whites, I had 
asked, believe the verdict was fair 
in the O.J. Simpson trail. The day 

of the Simpson verdict, the racial 
divide in America was clearly 
visible as seen in the link: 
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
NxNUYZap1lw).  The lost justice in 
the Simpson trail is that a murderer 
may still be at large. 
Let us hope the racism does not 
allow another injustice to occur 
during the 2008 Presidential 
election.  We truly need a leader 
that God can use to bring us 
through these challenging times. 
A candidate for President should 
be elected based on political merit 
and not because of their skin color. 



 

 

Youth News  

 

 
Photo: Youth Club members (front to back) Serenity Sanders, Amesha Moore, Rykeria Mooney, Essynce Henderson, Aneka Moore, 

Akelah Taylor, Celensia Dickson and Mrs. Jacqueline “Jackie” Keyes. 

 

The Neighborhood Youth Club spread cheer to neighborhood widow 
The Neighborhood Youth Club (formerly the No Smoking Youth Club) met for their first planning session for the 

program year.  Andy Smith, NYC organizer and advisor, told the group that as the Neighborhood Youth Club they 

are not limited to tobacco control issues and that taking care of their neighborhood is the first priority. 

During discussions Smith told the young people that the Jonathan Street Neighborhood is a good neighborhood 

after some group members said that people don’t want to come to the neighborhood because of gang violence and 

drugs.  Smith told them that all neighborhoods have “bad” neighbors and it is up to them to be good neighbors and 

help others to change. 

One activity discussed and carried out after the meeting was to help the widows of the community.  Smith told club 

members that the bible teaches to look out for the widows and orphans and that it is the responsibility of those in 

the community to do so.  Youth Club members decided to visit the widows in the neighborhood to let them know that 

they care for the widows in their community. 

Following the meeting they visited the home of Mrs. “Jackie” Keyes.  Mrs. Keyes lost her husband to illness two 

years ago and said she appreciated the visit and invited them to come back soon. 

The Neighborhood Youth Club is designed to empower young people through life skills activities and events to help 

them become successful members of the community.  It is for young people ages 7-12 and teen helpers.  

The group has weekly meetings, field trips, a monthly Family & Friends Day and an after school computer lab. 

Neighborhood Youth Club members visit cultural centers, museums and institutions to heighten members knowledge 

on how science, culture and nature impact different populations and the environment. 

The exposure club members receive on these outings can influence their educational and career paths, plus their 

attitude toward their community and environment.  For more information write to: Neighborhood Youth Club 131 W. 

North Avenue Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 Or call: 301-393-9290 

 

Kick–A–Thon, Hopeful Tomorrow’s World Martial Arts Day – “Kicking in the USA” World Record Kick-A-Thon to be 

held October 18, 2008 at All Star Martial Arts 950 Willow Circle in Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 to raise 

scholarships to help less fortunate children to have the opportunity to participate in martial arts program.  Call 

(301) 733-1900 for information on how you may attend or help with this effort. 



 

 

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY 

  
Left photo: Sis. Maquita Davis and her mother Sis. Mercedes Pantophlet (arranging the Brothers United WDTC display table) greeted 

hundreds of guest attending the 2008 Hagerstown Hispanic Festival.  Event organizer Diana Reyes (center of photo above) visited the 

information tables at the festival bringing water to the police officers and other service personnel participating in the festival.  

 

   
Photo above: Kelly Wright (Fox News) was the Master of Ceremonies for the prostate cancer awareness dinner held at the Memorial 

Recreation Center.  Dr. Francisco Daniels was the keynote speaker for the “Dinner with the Doctor” sponsored by the Washington 

County Hospital with funding from the American Cancer Society to raise awareness to Prostate Cancer in black men.  African 

American men die more than any other race due to prostate cancer. Registered Nurse Melanie Clifford wrote the grant that was 

awarded for the project after she realized that locally, there were low turnouts of African American men for prostate cancer screenings. 

 

                                       
Parson sisters joined the Women for Obama picnic held at Hagerstown City Park (left to right: Howard University Women’s 

Basketball coach Cathy Parson, massage therapist Sylvia Parson and Hagerstown City Councilwoman Alesia Parson-McBean.  Local 

rapper Spence “Lil’ Spence” Morgan performed his rap song “Hip Political” for Obama supporters at the picnic. 


