
 

 

IF YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY 

SPEAK UP!SPEAK UP!SPEAK UP!SPEAK UP!    
NOVEMBER 2008 

The Speak Up Community News is a Black publication.  Subscription is free.  Articles and remarks are welcomed. Contact: Brothers 
United Who Dare to Care, Inc. 131 W. North Avenue, Martin Luther King Community Center 2

nd
 Floor, Hagerstown, Maryland 21740.  

Phone 301-393-9290.  Website: www.blackmenwhocare.org where you can download a full-color copy of this newsletter. 
 

WORD ON THE STREET 
 
Native American Heritage Month. 
The observation of American Indian Heritage Month is marked this year 
with the support of a federal law.  On September 22, 2008 the United 
States Senate passed a joint resolution to honor the achievements and 
contributions of Native Americans to the United States.  
This Act may be cited as the Native American Heritage Day Act of 2008. 
Congress finds that: 
(1) Native Americans are the descendants of the aboriginal, indigenous, native people who were the original inhabitants of 
the United States; 
(2) Native Americans have volunteered to serve in the United States Armed Forces and have served with valor in all of the 
Nation’s military actions from the Revolutionary War through the present day, and in most of those actions, more Native 
Americans per capita served in the Armed Forces than any other group of Americans; 
(3) Native Americans have made distinct and significant contributions to the United States and the rest of the world in 
many fields, including agriculture, medicine, music, language, and art, and Native Americans have distinguished 
themselves as inventors, entrepreneurs, spiritual leaders, and scholars; 
(4) Native Americans should be recognized for their contributions to the United States as local and national leaders, artists, 
athletes, and scholars; 
(5) nationwide recognition of the contributions that Native Americans have made to the fabric of American society will 
afford an opportunity for all Americans to demonstrate their respect and admiration of Native Americans for their important 
contributions to the political, cultural, and economic life of the United States; 
(6) nationwide recognition of the contributions that Native Americans have made to the Nation will encourage self-esteem, 
pride, and self-awareness in Native Americans of all ages; 
(7) designation of the Friday following Thanksgiving of each year as Native American Heritage Day will underscore the 
government-to-government relationship between the United States and Native American governments; and 
(8) designation of Native American Heritage Day will encourage public elementary and secondary schools in the United 
States to enhance understanding of Native Americans by providing curricula and classroom instruction focusing on the 
achievements and contributions of Native Americans to the Nation. 
Implementation of Native American Heritage Day: 
Congress-- 
(1) designates Friday, November 28, 2008, as Native American Heritage Day; and 
(2) encourages the people of the United States, as well as Federal, State, and local governments, and interested groups 
and organizations to observe Native American Heritage Day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities, 
including activities relating to-- 
(A) the historical status of Native American tribal governments as well as the present day status of Native Americans; 
(B) the cultures, traditions, and languages of Native Americans; and 
(C) the rich Native American cultural legacy that all Americans enjoy today. 
110th CONGRESS, 2d Session, H. J. RES. 62 
 

Pow Wow at the University of Maryland College Park campus 
University of Maryland office of Ethnic Multi-Ethnic Student Education presents the Fourth Annual Pow Wow Saturday 
November 8, 2008 from 10am – 7pm (Grand Entry 11am) in the Nyumburu Cultural Center, University of Maryland, 
College, Park Maryland. The event is FREE and Intertribal Dancing/Guest Drums welcomed.  American Indian Food, 
Educational and Craft vendors.  Contact Dr. Dottie Bass (301) 405-5618 email: bassdr@umd.edu or Dustin Richardson, 
President – American Indian Student Union email: drichar6@umd.edu  



 

 

POWER TO THE PEOPLE 

 
Meet the Author: Stephen Budiansky 
Thursday, November 13, 2008, 7:00 PM in the Western Maryland Room at the Washington County Free Library in 
Hagerstown, Maryland. In The Bloody Shirt, Stephen Budiansky brings an often forgotten chapter of American history to 
life. Budiansky recounts the lives of five courageous men who dared to resist the violence to keep the hope of freedom 
and liberty alive. Among these men are Confederate General James Longstreet; Lewis Merrill of the 7th Cavalry who 
fought the Klan in the South; and Prince Rivers, who escaped from slavery and fought for the Union, More than three 
thousand free African Americans and their white allies were killed in cold blood by terrorist organizations in the South 
between 1867 and 1877. Using letters and diaries left by these men as well as disturbingly hateful attacks found in many 
Southern newspapers after the war, Budiansky’s The Bloody Shirt vividly brings this era to life. A book-signing will follow 
program. Contact: Adult Services Department, 301-739-3250 ext 186, email: ref@washcolibrary.org  
 
Stop Smoking For Life 
Free classes meet twice a week on Mondays & Thursdays for eight sessions at the Washington County Health 
Department. You may choose morning or evening classes, 11am to 12noon or 5:30pm to 6:30pm.  There are also classes 
held in Hancock, Maryland. Call for information or to register for classes (240) 420-1796 November schedule: 
 
MONDAY THURSDAY 
November 10 November 13 
November 17 November 20 

November 24 Wednesday November 26 

December 1 December 4 

 
JOBS 

 
Maryland Department of Resources – Park Technician III – Position Available: Salary $26,783 - $41,816 
Greenbrier State Park has a full time position in the State’s Classified Service with full benefit package.  This is 
maintenance work in state parks and forests.  The park is especially interested in minority candidates.  
South Mountain Recreation Area 21843 National Pike, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713, Contact Dan Spedden (301) 791-4656 
or toll free in Maryland (877) 620-8NDR, or visit the website: www.dnr.maryland.gov  
 

SPEAK UP! 
Editorial Section 

 
Vote Responsibly. By Andy Smith
I wrote an article in the 2005 issue 
of Speak Up that statistically most 
registered voters participate in 
Presidential elections and most 
other times do not participate in 
local elections.  I am pleased to 
see an end to this trend as 
desperate times call for 
“responsible” measures.  Even 
though some people are registered 
because they were pressured into 
registering and never felt 
compelled to actually vote, this 
Presidential Election will clearly be 
the most voted event in United 
States history.  Voting is an 
opportunity for those who are 
eligible to participate in the 
electoral process. Voters we must 
still adhere to some common 
sense voter basics: Know as much 
about WHO the candidates are; 
know WHAT issues the candidates 
promote; know WHEN and 

WHERE you are to vote. I have 
been asked, “who do I plan to vote 
for President?” and in these 
conversations I try to justify my 
position.  Amazing is some of the 
reasons I have heard others use 
as the basis for there wish for the 
next President of the United 
States.  Lately, I have heard some 
irresponsible reasons to vote for a 
candidate for President. One bad 
reason to vote for a candidate is 
because of their skin color.  Don’t 
get me wrong, I hope to live long 
enough to see a black person or a 
woman elected President of the 
U.S., if they are the best choice 
available.  Also voting for someone 
because they can “make our nation 
safe” is just stupid.  I don’t think it’s 
up to a President to “keep a nation 
safe”.  The laws of the land should 
contribute to its safety when 
enforced. I have heard that some 

people plan to cast votes in the 
Presidential election because they 
think the running mate is a “hottie”.  
People who vote because of looks 
should make you think twice about 
having children. I do plan to vote 
and I hope to do so responsibly 
and in all fairness to either 
Presidential candidate, if they want 
that job, God bless them! 
(See: Ajamu & Mwamba: Myths 
and Facts section of this newsletter 
for insight into some of the voting 
misconduct being promoted). 
NO EXCUSES VOTE! TUESDAY 
NOVEMBER 4, 2008 VOTE!!! 
VOTE TUESDAY NOVEMBER 4, 
2008 VOTE!!! VOTE TUESDAY 
NOVEMBER 4, 2008 VOTE!!! 
VOTE TUESDAY NOVEMBER 4, 
2008 VOTE!!! VOTE NOVEMBER 
4, 2008 VOTE!!! NOVEMBER 4

TH
 

VOTE RESPONSIBLY!!! VOTE!!! 

Great American Smoke Out on November 20, 2008, is a great 

opportunity to join with millions of other smokers in saying “no thanks” to 

cigarettes for 24 hours. The annual event is sponsored by the Washington 

County Health Department and this year the Memorial Recreation Center 

is a pledge contact for this event. Call (301) 790-0203 or number above. 

  



 

 

Back to Black History & Culture 
 

The Doleman Black Heritage Museum is off to an excellent start for getting its doors open to the public.  It seems as 
though all the right people who can help this effort manifest to completion joined the Doleman family in an Evening of Jazz 
Benefit that was an historical event itself.  A prominent fund raising effort to help an African American project was held at 
the University Systems of Maryland Hagerstown complex.  Local, state and federal leaders attended to show their support, 
many members from the faith-based and business community also supported the effort.  A special thanks was given to the 
Doleman children, Rosemary Lucas and Charles “Sonny” Doleman, for continuing the work of museum founders 
Marguerite “Peggy” Doleman and Charles “Popeye” Doleman. 
To view the slideshow of this event visit our website page: http://blackmenwhocare.org/speakup/photogallery.html 
 
Minority Outreach & Multicultural Center  
The project offers an opportunity to centralize minority outreach and increase minority contribution in the Hagerstown-
Washington County area. The center will help revitalize the historical Jonathan Street neighborhood, a predominantly 
Black inner-city community.  The multicultural component will build a contact point for minority outreach to Blacks, Latinos, 
Asians and Native Americans in the Hagerstown-Washington County area.  Bringing resources and outreach to minority 
populations increases educational, economical and business growth. The Center will be available for Community and 
Social Events. Below is an outline of those components: 
 

1. Minority Outreach Services 
2. Heritage Exhibit Area  and Gift Shop  
3. Community Conference – Banquet Room 
4. Public T.V. studio 
5. Ann Vesta Doleman Library 
6. Health & Fitness Area 
7. Multicultural Food Court with indoor/outdoor café 

 
Minority Outreach Services 
Cultural Experiences  
Education 

The committee for the project will be meeting soon to roll out this effort. 
For additional information or to get involved with this project write or call: The Minority Outreach & Multicultural Center 
Project of Hagerstown C/o BUWDTC 131 W. North Avenue 2

nd
 floor, Hagerstown, MD 21740. (301) 393-9290. 

 

AJAMU & MWAMBA: Myths and Facts 
 

Myth:Myth:Myth:Myth: Election Day 2008 is being split across two days because of anticipated heavy voter turnout 
Fact:Fact:Fact:Fact:    False.  Some of the notices mailed to people have included that Democrats are to vote Wednesday 
November 5, 2008 (the day after the official Presidential Election day). 
 
Myth:Myth:Myth:Myth: Wearing clothing with a political candidate’s face, name or party can have you sent away from the voting 
at the polls. 
Fact:Fact:Fact:Fact: You cannot campaign within a certain distance of the voting area.  Some areas have rules where they may 
ask you to cover up campaign information (such as T-shirts, hats and stickers) while at the voting booths.  
Don’t let someone think they can stop you from voting if you are a “qualified” registered voter. They tried to 
stop voters in Selma, Alabama on “Bloody Sunday” March 7, 1965. NEVER forget! 
 
Myth:Myth:Myth:Myth: The group A.C.O.R.N. is involved in Voting Fraud. 
Fact:Fact:Fact:Fact: A.C.O.R.N. is allegedly involved in “voter registration” misconduct.  Not voter fraud.  Even if they had filed 
a million false voting registrations, you would have to have a million fake identifications and that many people 
to successfully vote under fraudulent circumstances.  (This may come up later to rob a candidate of votes) 
 

YOUTH NEWS 
Job Corps 
Admissions Counselor, Laurie Ballow made recent visit the Brothers United Who Dare To Care office and delivered 

information about the Jobs Corp program.  Story will be featured in next month’s Youth News Section or you may 

read it now on our web site’s Youth page: http://blackmenwhocare.org/images/Job_Corps.pdf 



 

 

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY 
 

           
Tamara Doleman and Teresa Harmon greeted guest for the Doleman Museum Jazz Benefit.  Fine foods also awaited guest.  

 

        
All five floors of the University Systems of Maryland complex were made available for the Jazz Benefit.  Pianist Marcus Johnson 

spoke to guest before the musical portion of the event and Johnson expressed an interest to return to the University Systems complex to 

perform in its outdoor courtyard that has been the site of many musical events in downtown Hagerstown. This was Johnson’s third time 

Performing in Hagerstown.  First at a Holiday Gospel event held in the Elgin Station Community Center, then at a musical gathering at 

Hagerstown Community College.  Tyrus Fleetwood (Fleetwood Design) is connected with booking Johnson for Hagerstown events. 

  
Marcus Johnson’s band yielded nothing less than a spectacular performance.  The band’s saxophonist  won the heart of this fan. 


