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The Speak Up Community News is a Black publication.  Subscription is free.  Articles and remarks are welcomed. Contact: Brothers 
United Who Dare to Care, Inc. 131 W. North Avenue, Martin Luther King Community Center 2

nd
 Floor, Hagerstown, Maryland 21740.  

Phone 301-393-9290.  Website: www.blackmenwhocare.org where you can download a full-color copy of this newsletter. 

 

WORD ON THE STREET 
 
U.S. Senate and House of Representatives recognizes Harriet Tubman for Woman’s History Month 

U.S. Senator Benjamin L. Cardin (D-MD), Barbara A. Mikulski (D-MD), and Representative 
Elijah E. Cummings (MD-7), have introduced a concurrent resolution in the Senate and the 
House of Representatives to support the goals and ideals of a national day of remembrance 
for Harriet Ross Tubman, one of the great “conductors” of the Underground Railroad.  Her life 
as a former slave, abolitionist, humanitarian, Union spy, and daughter of Maryland helped 
hundreds of slaves realize freedom through her courageous and selfless efforts.  This 
bipartisan legislation was co-sponsored by Senators George V. Voinovich (R-OH), Thomas R. 
Carper (D-DE), Joseph R. Biden (D-DE), and Carl Levin (D-MI), as well as 66 Members of the 
House of Representatives. 
“Harriet Tubman’s dedicated pursuit of the American ideals of equality and liberty continues to 
inspire all of us who cherish freedom.  Her legacy as the American Moses, leading her people 
to freedom, is one of selflessness and dedication to human rights,” said Senator Cardin. “As 
we close Black History Month and begin Women’s History Month, I am proud to honor the life 
of Harriet Tubman, a true American hero and role model for generations.”  
“Harriet Tubman embodied the courage and ideals that have led our country down the road of 
progress toward recognizing every single human being—regardless of color, gender, religion, 

or any other characteristic—as being equal. She was a true leader and remains an inspiration for men and women 
everywhere,” said Congressman Cummings. “Her principles and perseverance are rare even today, and I am pleased to 
honor her contributions to the freedoms of this country by supporting a national day of remembrance.”  
“Harriet Tubman was a courageous fighter who delivered 300 slaves to freedom on her Underground Railroad and was 
tireless in her commitment to fight for those who could not fight themselves.  I am proud to introduce this resolution that 
honors her memory,” said Senator Mikulski.  “If there is no struggle, there is no progress.  Harriet Tubman knew that, and 
so do I.   Her legacy continues to inspire me and I am proud to fight every day for the freedom and equality she dedicated 
her life to.” 
Harriet Tubman has received innumerable commendations for her role in American history.  Maryland, Delaware, Georgia, 
New York, and Texas host annual celebrations on March 10 to honor her life. In 1944, the Maritime Commission launched 
the SS Harriet Tubman, the first Liberty ship ever named for an African-American woman.  In 1978, Harriet Tubman was 
the first honoree of the Postal Service Black Heritage Stamp Series.   
The goals and ideals of a national day of remembrance for Harriet Tubman include such activities as ceremonies, 
celebrations, programs, and other activities in remembrance of Harriet Tubman and to acknowledge her importance in 
American history.   
Born into slavery in Dorchester County, Maryland, as Araminta Ross around 1820, she worked as a slave for several 
families throughout her childhood.  Abused and beaten, she suffered a serious head injury that would affect her for the rest 
of her life.  In 1844, she married John Tubman and took the first name of her mother, Harriet. 
In 1849, Harriet Tubman escaped to Philadelphia.  She launched her work as a “conductor” on the Underground Railroad 
soon after, making several trips back for family members and friends.  Tubman continued to risk capture for more than a 
decade, delivering enslaved people from bondage to freedom in New England and Canada.  Referred to as “Moses” 
because of her courage and sacrifice, she personally led more than a dozen expeditions, helping slaves escape.   
In 1859, Harriet Tubman purchased a home for her family in Auburn, New York.  While there, she continued her role as an 
abolitionist, making several trips to Boston to speak alongside Frederick Douglass and others.   
When the Civil War erupted in 1861, Tubman volunteered.  She worked for the Union Army as a nurse, scout, spy, and 
recruiter, and became the first woman to lead an armed expedition in the war, resulting in the liberation of hundreds of 



 

 

slaves.  Traveling through Maryland, South Carolina, and Virginia, Harriet Tubman risked disease, capture, and physical 
injury to support the Union Army. 
After the war, Harriet Tubman returned to Auburn.  She became active in the women’s suffrage movement and worked 
alongside Susan B. Anthony and Emily Howland.  She continued to fight for human dignity, human rights, and equal justice 
throughout her lifetime. She died of pneumonia on March 10, 1913 surrounded by family and friends.  In recognition of her 
service to this country, she was buried with military honors at the Fort Hill Cemetery in Auburn. 
(Press Release submitted by Julianna Albowicz, Assistant to Senator Barbara Mikulski) 
 
Important Historical Fact about Women in History: 
Maryland’s own Senator Barbara Mikulski was the 12

th
 support signature on Senate Resolution S.RES.39.  The resolution 

states:  
Whereas the crime of lynching succeeded slavery as the ultimate expression of racism in the United States following 
Reconstruction: Introduced in Senate 109

th
 Congress 1

st
 Session S.RES.39 Apologizing to the victims of lynching and the 

descendents of those victims for the failure of the Senate to enact anti-lynching legislation…” 
Presidential candidate Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton was the 37

th
 support signature on the document. 

(A copy of resolution, shown below, is on display at the National Great Blacks In Wax Museum in Baltimore, Maryland.) 

   
 
Ban on Smoking with Kids in the Car gathers legal support  

Channel 8 News in Baltimore reported that it would be a crime to smoke in the car if kids are inside 
under a bill up for debate in the Maryland Legislature.  A House committee was scheduled to take up a 
proposal to fine drivers $50 for smoking when children under the age of six are in the car.  State law 
already prohibits bus drivers and commercial drivers from smoking with kids in a vehicle, but there is no 
crime for parents who do it. (source: http://www.news8.net/news/stories/0208/498712.html). 
Maryland went Smoke-Free on February 1, 2008 banning smoking in public places to include bars and 
private clubs throughout the state.  

 

POWER TO THE PEOPLE 
 

Black Leadership Training 
Another outreach component of the African American Tobacco Control Initiative for Washington County, Maryland will be 
offering a two-day Black Leadership Training on April 23

 
– 24, 2008.  The two-day training will include using the S.M.A.R.T. 

Strategies model. The training is free, training materials and meals will be provided.  Space is limited to the first 25 pre-
registered.  Call Brothers United Who Dare To Care for more information 301-393-9290. 
 
Call for Concepts Reports Training planned 
Brothers United Who Dare To Care through the local Minority Outreach & Technical Assistance program will offer a 
workshop on Tuesday March 25, 2008 at 6:30 PM – 8:00O PM.  The workshop will cover the Quarterly Performance 
Measures, Budget Tracking Page, Budget Modification and the HSA Annual Report (DHMH 440).  Minorities in receipt of 
Call for Concepts CRFP funding are encouraged to attend.  Please call our office for more information (301) 393-9290. 
 
Activities for Life Health & Fitness Center activities 
Your are invited to come out Saturday March 29, 2008 at 10 AM – 12 PM for a free educational Health & Fitness Program 
called Walk Ways at the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center 131 W. North Avenue Hagerstown, Maryland 21740.  
Call Linda Brooks for more information (301) 797-4310.  There are future dates planned for the Walk Ways program. 



 

 

Youth News 

 
No Smoking Youth Club members with author Pamela J. Ford at the National Great Blacks In Wax Museum 
 

No Smoking Youth Club visits “Great Blacks In Wax” Museum for Women’s History Month. 
The No Smoking Youth Club arrived at the National Blacks In Wax Museum in Baltimore, Maryland and were given 
the task to find wax figures and information on women who contributed to history, also they were to make special 
note of women who contributed to the medical and health profession.  The museum almost made the task too easy 
with their tour list “Scenes, Themes, Heroes and Heroines”.  The list named exhibit categories that included 
Profession, Era, Outstanding Marylanders, the Harlem Renaissance and Black Youth in the Struggle.  The youth club 
started their tour in the belly of the Middle Passage ship.  The tour of the cargo hold was frank and revealing of an 
experience that imbedded strength in the descendents of slaves that helps preserve and endure modern day 
struggles.   
The club members journeyed through the 1 ½ hour adventure that revealed more than thirty wax figures of women 
who made historical contributions including documentation of women’s accomplishments that impact us today 
including a copy of the United States Senate resolution condemning racially motivated lynching.  The No Smoking 
Youth Club learned that a prominent supporter of their work, Senator Barbara A. Mikulski, was a supporter on 
Senate Resolution S.RES.39 condemning lynching and apologizing for its impact on the people. 
The group’s final list of women in history wax figures included medical professional Mary Eliza Mahoney (1845-
1926), she was the first African American graduate nurse.  Mary became interested in nursing when she was a teen-
ager.  We hope other No Smoking Youth Club members will continue making milestones in health like club co-founder 
Toni Smith.   The youth club concluded their tour with a brief meeting with the author of “Love’s Second Chance”, 
Ms. Pamela J. Ford, who held a book signing commemorating Black Women in Women’s History Month.  The museum 
has about 150 wax figures including Makeda the Queen of Sheba, Harriet Tubman, Winnie Mandela, Dr. Dorothy 
Height, Madame C.J. Walker and in the Children’s Exhibit the “I Am Not Afraid” display. 
The museum is easily located in Baltimore on E. North Avenue down the street from the burial place of Edgar Allen 
Poe. 
 

Save the Date: The annual No Smoking Youth Rally is planned for Saturday, April 26, 2007.  Dr. Richard 

Williams, from Rochester, New York, will be joining us to help with the success of this year’s gathering.  Youth 
organizations and those working with minority youth are invited to participate or display. 
 



 

 

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY 

   
Emily Turner (above) leads the choir with the song “What A Mighty God We Serve” during the Black History program held 
at Asbury United Methodist Church in Hagerstown.  Rap group the PHAM moved the congregation with “Lord, Lord, Lord”. 
 

  
Julianna Albowicz (above photo) read a letter of support from U.S. Senator Barbara Mikuskio the No Smoking Youth Club 
and their guest at the youth club’s annual Black History Tribute.  Hagerstown Mayor Robert Bruchey gave a personal 
testimony about his challenges with tobacco and expressed honor to the work of the No Smoking Youth Club and their 
contribution to local black history. (Photo credit: Michael Campher, Speak Up Community News) 
               

   
No Smoking Youth Club members gathered in front of the Modern African Leaders wax figure exhibit at the National Great 
Blacks In Wax, they mapped out their tour path to find black women who contributed to history such as the Winnie 
Mandela figure displayed on the left in the background of  youth club leader Mollie Smith.  
The Contemporary Art School & Gallery hosted a black history program.   Larry Thompson (standing in photo above) 
spoke to CASG guest about “Willie Lynch”.  Lynch’s concept is believed to affect African Americans in the U.S. today.  
There is a “Poetry Reading at the Gallery” planned for April 5, 2008 call (301) 791-6191 for more information. 


