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WORD ON THE STREET
Make your own Black History. By Andy Smith
Outside the hallway to the Brothers United Who Dare To Care office is a laminated poster that
reads “Twelve Months of Black History”. The poster has a timeline of different Black History
accomplishments noted for each month, vague but resourceful in getting the point across about the
capacity of Black History. The poster can inspire the readers to add to their knowledge of Black
History. If I had to add a black person important to me for this Black History Month, it would be the
late John Henry Johnson, whom I had the blessing to have as an Uncle. John Henry was fitting to
be part of the name of this gentle giant, who was known throughout the black community in
Hagerstown Maryland during the 60’s through the early 90’s as the neighborhood mechanic and fixit man. John Henry Johnson had an awesome pair of arms on him and it was rumored he had set
an engine block on a stand using his own raw strength. I owe my own mechanic abilities to Uncle
John’s tutelage. At a time when he could not replace the brakes on my car, Uncle John gave me a
verbal orientation of the repair then handed me the necessary tools and a repair manual. It’s fair to
tell everyone, John Henry Johnson never finished elementary school, yet he could repair anything
from a television to your washing machine. Johnson gave away more money than he ever made
from his “shade tree” services and he loved children. I had come to live with my Uncle after I was
fed up with urban life in Chicago. Uncle John and his wife my aunt Minnie Mae Johnson had taken into their home a lot of
our families’ young people at one time or another and they would help any young person in need from the neighborhood.
The great thing that makes John Henry Johnson worth adding to black history is his honesty. In an age where automobile
and appliance repairs are priced out of repair manuals off the Snap On truck like prices on a fast food restaurant menu,
Uncle John always charged a fair price. You’d get the parts and he’d repair it for what you could afford. And John Henry
Johnson always put his level best into his work. Most of the time we leave a repair garage or a shop hoping they fixed it
right and feeling like we’ve been ripped off when we get the amount of the bill. Besides Johnson, there was only one other
man that I trusted and turned to get something fixed. That man was the late Reggie King. But that’s another Black History
story we need to add later. The important thing to take away from this story is, the people that make our history are getting
older and will pass on, record an account of their experiences while they are still with us so we can pass that history on to
others. And get photos for your stories; it’s always good to have a face with the story. (Picture above: statue of the folklore
legend John Henry)
Smoking Ban
TIME TO CELEBRATE… Maryland Going Smoke-Free! Effective February 1, 2008 the State of
Maryland is banning smoking public places to include bars and private clubs throughout the state.
A celebration will be held Friday, February 1, 2008, 5:30 to 7:30 pm and probably beyond at Isabella’s
Restaurant on 44 N. Market Street in Frederick, MD 21701. Complimentary hors d’oeuvres until 6:30
pm. Plus complimentary Paella (chicken or vegetable) all night until it’s gone! Sponsored by the
Frederick County Health Department and the Smoke-Free Maryland Coalition. Contact Doug Tipperman
at dtipperman@comcast.net, or call 301-698-8922.
Chinese New Year
Not only is February important for Black History Month. February 7, 2007 marks the Lunar New Year and Chinese New
Year celebrations. See related story in the Youth News section.
Remember, winter time limited door-to-door delivery of the Speak Up newsletter call to get a copy: 301-393-9290

POWER TO THE PEOPLE
Frederick Douglass, In The Shadow of Slavery
On Friday, February 1, 2008, at 8:00 PM, The Maryland Theatre will present the Maryland State Premiere of Frederick
Douglass, In The Shadow of Slavery to begin Black History Month.
Frederick Douglas- In the Shadow of Slavery is a one-man theatrical journey that chronicles Douglas remarkable life; from
his childhood in slavery, to his perilous escape to freedom, from his intense friendships with Susan B. Anthony, John
Brown, and Abraham Lincoln, to his crucial work on behalf of formers slaves following the Civil War. Incorporating gripping
plantation songs, lush lighting and sound design, the story of Frederick Douglas struggle for African American freedom, as
performed by Mel Johnson, Jr. star of Broadway and film is a fascinating evening of theatre that will inspire, educate and
entertain.
Tom Dugan, who also wrote Robert E. Lee, Shades of Gray, has done extensive historical research into Frederick
Douglass and the historical, social aspects surrounding not only Frederick Douglass and his progression out of slavery but
also of the Civil War itself. This is truly an opportunity for adults and students to experience an incredible living history
lesson and experience a wonderful evening of culture and quality programming & entertainment.
For any student, teacher, or professor showing their high school, college or university ID, with a group of 20 or more, a
20% discount off ticket price will be offered when purchasing tickets for the show. Tickets may be purchased by calling
The Maryland Theatre at 301-790-3500 or by visiting: www.mdtheatre.org. The Maryland Theatre is located in downtown
on 21-27 South Potomac Street, Hagerstown, MD 21740. Phone 301-790-3500, fax: 301-791-6114.
(Submitted by Jenni Hatcher, Development & Marketing Director, Maryland Theatre).
Important Fact:
The history of Frederick Douglas is connected to the Hagerstown area through James W.C. Pennington. Pennington had
escaped from his owner Frisby Tilghman’s Rockland estate in Washington County and made his way to New, York City.
There he became an ordained Presbyterian minister who worked to help other African Americans escape through the
Underground Railroad and worked to secure equal rights for African Americans. Reverend Pennington married Frederick
Douglas and his wife in 1838 soon after Douglas’s escape by train from Baltimore.
You can read more about this story in the “Catoctin History” Fall 2002 magazine issue available in the “Doleman Black
Heritage Library Collection” at the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center (old North Street School building), Call (301)
393-9290.
Banished
How did three U.S. towns make African Americans disappear? Very interesting story about how blacks were banished
from certain areas of the south in the 1900’s. PBS to air “Banished” on February 19, 2008, check your area listings for
channel and time.
COMMUNITY
Have your voice heard – Washington County Listening Forum
Monday, February 25, 2008 at 6:30pm – 8:30pm at the Otterbein United Methodist Church on 108 E. Franklin Street in
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740. By invitation of the LMB, University of Maryland Innovations Institute & School of Social
Work, and the Maryland Coalition of Families for Children’s Mental Health. Secretary John M. Colmers, Maryland
Department of Health & Mental Hygiene, Secretary Donald W. DeVore, Department of Juvenile Services, Secretary
Brenda Donald, Department of Human Resources, State Superintendent Nancy S. Grasmick, Maryland State Department
of Education and Executive Director Dolores Briones of the Governor’s Office for Children will be in attendance.
Registration and a light dinner will be provided from 6:00 – 6:30. Child care and interpretation services will be available
upon request. Pre-registration is required by February 15, 2008
Soul Food Dinner
Asbury United Methodist Church on 155 N. Jonathan Street, Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 is planning a Soul Food Dinner
at 11am – 3pm on Saturday, February 23, 2008. Tickets are $10. Sponsored by the United Methodist Women, Betty J.
Stoner, President. Rev. Sharon Gibson, Pastor. Call (301) 791-0498.
JOBS
City of Hagerstown – Position Available:
Engineering Technician I, II, II, IV – Water & Sewer Department, $28,101 - $33,446
Contact: Human Resources Department at 301-739-8577ext. 108 or email hrapply@hagerstownmd.org.
Washington County Government – Positions Available:
Director – Division of Fire & Emergency Services, Salary $64,749 – $103,597
Plant Operator Trainee – Department of Water Quality, Salary $25,713
For application and job description contact the Washington County Human Resources Department, 240-313-2357, Voice
or 240-313-2077, TDD or visit the website at www.washco-md.net.

Youth News
Family & Friends Day "Chinese New Year Celebration"
The No Smoking Youth Club held a Family & Friends Day “Chinese New
Year Celebration” for the club’s monthly fellowship gathering. Club
members decided to hold the celebration in January because their
theme for February will be Black History. The traditional Lunar New
Year is observed this year on February 7th. The youth club hold’s
monthly gatherings which club members can invite their friends and
family members to share in the different activities they plan to
promote smoking prevention and warn about the dangers of secondhand
smoke. Club members and guest we reminded of the upcoming
enforcement of Maryland’s Clean Air Act which will ban smoking in
public places in Maryland including bars and private clubs. Youth club
members gave oral presentations on information they researched about the Lunar New Year celebration and
traditions. No Smoking Youth Club member Jiong Tansey told youth club members and guest about a Chinese
tradition during the New Year celebration. The tradition is that young people greet older people and bow with their
hands folded and say the he phrase “Gong Xi Fa Cai” (pronounce Gong Chee Fa Cha) or “Xin Nian Hao” (pronounced
Chee Nee Ha) and the older people give the younger greeter a red envelope filled with money. Jiong said during one
Chinese New Year when he was in China, he received over a $1,000 in red envelopes.
Andy Smith spoke to youth club members during the gathering and shared information about Asian American health.
Smith told those gathered that Asian Americans have a high prevalence for chronic pulmonary diseases and other
smoking related illnesses as well as other high risk factors: hepatitis B, tuberculosis and liver disease. Another
threat to Asian American health is infrequent medical visits which may be due to language and cultural barriers.
Smith said that the youth club members and guest could help change the pattern of infrequent medical visits. Jiong
Tansey asked “how”. Smith told Tansey and others they can hand out “Get It Checked!” brochures to older Asian
Americans. The brochure has tables listing checkup and screening guidelines for men and women. Jiong said that
he would ask his mother to help him give the brochures to her friends.
Youth club members and guest concluded the celebration with a meal of American Chinese food. The youth leaders
surprised guest and members telling them everyone had to try to use chop sticks to eat the meal. Club members,
parents and other guest all took on the task, some eventually turned to using the soup spoons after braving the use
of the chop sticks. For more information about the No Smoking Youth Club or for free copies of the “Get It
Checked!” brochure call 301-393-9290 or email: youthclub@blackmenwhocare.org. (Photo above: Tonya Dufour,
Jiong Tansey and parent Shawnta Keefer filling their plates during the youth club fellowship meal)
How many of you knew this..........
Each week tens of thousands of diners eat at an Olive Garden or Red
Lobster restaurant. Few of these diners know that the CEO heading these large
restaurant chains is a black man.
Clarence Otis Jr. is the CEO of Darden Restaurants Inc., the largest casual dining
operator in the nation. The firm operates nearly 1,400 company-owned restaurants
coast to coast serving 300 million meals annually. Darden employs 150,000 workers and
has annual revenues of $6 billion. Born in Vicksburg, Mississippi, Otis moved to Los
Angeles when he was 6 years old. His father was a high school dropout who worked as a
janitor. The family lived in Watts at the time of the 1965 riots. In the post-Watts
period, Otis recalls being stopped and questioned by police several times a year because
of the color of his skin. A high school guidance counselor recommended him for a
scholarship at Williams College, the highly selective liberal arts institution in Massachusetts. Otis graduated Phi
Beta Kappa from Williams and went on to earn a law degree at Stanford. Otis landed on Wall Street as a merger
and acquisitions attorney for J.P. Morgan Securities. He joined Darden Restaurants in 1995 as corporate
treasurer. He became CEO in 2004. Written by Joy Greenidge, forwarded to us from Sherry Ferguson.
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The Turkey Bowl 2007 on Wheaton Park in Hagerstown, Maryland.

Players and spectators continued a 40 year old neighborhood tradition. It’s not the Super Bowl, but it’s the next best thing
they have to being there. Each year they line up on Thanksgiving Day for a chance to fulfill their football fantasies. On the
day of the Turkey Bowl, if you want to play, your only requirement is to just step on the field!
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