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The Speak Up Community News is a Black publication.  Subscription is free.  Articles and remarks are welcomed. Contact: Brothers 
United Who Dare to Care, Inc. 131 W. North Avenue, Martin Luther King Community Center 2nd Floor, Hagerstown, Maryland 21740.  
Phone 301-393-9290.  Website: www.blackmenwhocare.org where you can download a full-color copy of this newsletter. 
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(Above right) Secretary Mwamba Raheem (Brothers United WDTC) expressed a concern during Maryland Humanities Council forum 
on ‘Race relations since the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’ (Photo credit: Michael Campher/Speak Up Community News) 
 
Race Relations since the murder of Dr. Martin Luthe r King Jr. by Andy Smith 
In a public talk forum that lacked the attendance of church leaders, locals were invited to talk about race relations since the 
40th anniversary of the assassination of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  I state the lack of church leadership 
because Dr. King’s primary mission, over 40 years ago, was for the salvation of the souls of this nation.  Even more ironic 
was the framework of the discussion, led by moderators for the Maryland Humanities Council, who sponsored the forum.   
Moderators initiated the discussions around Dr. King’s famous “Letter from Birmingham Jail” he had written in response to 
a statement by eight Birmingham clergymen in 1963.  Apparently, the clergymen had written to Dr. King to warn him about 
“meddling” with how things were down in the South. The clergymen labeled Dr. King an “outsider”. Dr. King likewise 
responded with the famous correspondence. The Maryland Humanities Council’s slogan is “Exploring the HUMAN 
Experience”, the letter from Dr. King in itself does just that.  The discussion held around the conference room table at the 
Washington County Free Library in Hagerstown on March 14, 2008 is part of a series going on around the state to 
stimulate a long overdue conversation about race relations in the United States, one that needs to go further. 
The feelings I left from the meeting with are: race relations in Dr. King’s era and the racial climate today are driven by the 
same factors and not much has changed.  The mitigating factor contributing to the horrible racial problems then were 
social economics and that remains the driving catalyst for race problems in our current U.S. society.  Whoever is the 
poorest gets treated the least.  Besides the American Indians, blacks are the poorest race in the United States. 
Blacks have been integrated into schools and the workplace.  Progress for blacks is tolerated more than it was in 1950’s 
and 1960’s.   I used the word “tolerated” because it took laws and civil rights initiatives to get blacks this far.  Would the 
change have come with just the moral conviction to do what is right and fair?  Would freedom for blacks been delivered 
without a Civil War?  Why is the pathway to freedom always stained with blood?   
The answer is sacrifice.  A nation builton Christianity should understand “sacrifice” requires giving something up. 
Why did Dr. King die on April 4, 1968?  For the sacrifice.  Freedom stained with blood.  So why do I claim that race 
relations are much the same since Dr. King’s murder?  First, I do not believe that Reverend King was killed just for his 
involvement in the civil rights movement.  Our nation would have eventually matured to treating blacks fairly, because of 
our international position.  Communist leaders challenged U.S. leaders about how blacks were being treated in America 
long before Dr. King talked about the civil liberties of our nation. 
I believe Dr. Martin Luther King was murdered to silence the economical voice he raised concerning treatment of the 
sanitation workers.  Knowing some of the events around his assassination, Dr. King knew long before he went to Memphis 



 

 

that the direction of his civil rights campaign would eventually challenge economic fairness or plainly how you paid or 
treated people that work for you. 
The Bus Boycott may not have been enough to bring about Dr. King’s demise, challenging the fair treatment of sanitation 
workers proved to be a final straw.  Reverend King knew that poverty and war could offer nothing but suffering and would 
not bring our nation together.  Others during Dr. King’s time profited from racial division and war.  The same forces profit 
from racism and war today. The race or culture exploited may change, but the game remains the same. 
We need to ask ourselves why Blacks, Native Americans and women are among the poorest, lowest paid and face the 
worst health challenges in the U.S. 
Though Dr. King was surrounded by members of the church community during the moment of his death, what happened to 
the church leaders the night of this discussion?  I believe the faith-based community holds the key to making progress with 
race relations.  The discussion at the library on that night did not talk much about current or local race relations.  There 
was the promise to let those who gather for the next session lead with, what I hope will be, a discussion about race 
relations.  I did share, that evening, the following statement from Dr. Richard Williams, the Chair of the Dr. Martin Luther 
King Commission of Greater Rochester, New York, "Racism in America has not been clearly defined. This lack of 
definition has hindered racism to be properly dealt with. It was not dealt with during the declaration proclamation and 
civil war; that issue was slavery not racism. It was not dealt with during the civil rights movement; that issue was equal 
access in pubic areas, not racism. Racism is the monster that thinks and acts as if all people outside of a specific race is 
inferior and therefore should be treated as such. It is the culprit that if not properly defined and checked, will eventually 
destroy our great country America. "(Dr. Richard Williams). 
I concluded my say at meeting with this remark, “Racism will never be eliminated…However it should never be dismissed 
or tolerated”. 
 
Thumbs up  to the few of who sacrificed their time to join the Maryland Humanities Council discussion on race relations: 
Hagerstown’s Mayor Bob Bruchey; Police Chief Arthur Smith; City Administrator Bruce Zimmerman; C-SAFE coordinator 
Carolyn Brooks with husband Frank Brooks; Director Robert Petties (Memorial Recreation Center), library staff Kathleen O 
Conell, Pat Wishard and Mary Baykan, Brothers United Who Dare to Care officers Mwamba Raheem and Michael 
Campher; Director Ron Lytle (Contemporary Arts School & Gallery, local business owner and author on race relations 
Jonathan Burrs; Maryland Humanities Council moderators Dr. Thomas Crain and Lydia Woods. 
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Online registration is available for the Black Lead ership Training 
Visit our website page: http://blackmenwhocare.org/training.html for easy online registration. Come join us on April 22 – 
23, 2008 at the Bethel Gardens Community Center, 356 Henry Avenue Hagerstown, Maryland 21740.   Each session day 
opens with a networking breakfast at 8am; the workshops are 9am – 3pm. The two-day sessions will include using the 
S.M.A.R.T. Strategies model. The training is free, training materials and meals will be provided to the first 25 pre-
registered.  This effort is targeted for African American leaders and those working to promote tobacco control. The Black 
Leadership Training sponsored by the Maryland Department of Health & Mental Hygiene/Center for Health Promotions 
(Tobacco Control Division) through the African American Tobacco Control Initiative for Washington County, Maryland.   
  
National Minority Health Month (NMHM) is observed annually during the month of April. The first NMHM was launched 
in April of 2001 by the National Minority Health Month Foundation (now known as the National Minority Quality Forum). The 
NMHM was initiated in response to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services' Healthy People 2010 initiative—a 
national health-promotion and disease-prevention program. The NMHM was launched in an effort to eliminate health 
disparities and improve the health status of minority populations across the country. The goals of NMHM are to build 
public/private partnerships, foster cultural competency among healthcare providers, encourage health education and 
training and expand the use of state-of-the-art technology.  
The Maryland Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities (MHHD) will host the Fifth Annual Maryland Minority Health 
Disparities Conference on Thursday, April 24, 2008 to provide individuals with an interest in minority health issues to join 
together and discuss ways to eliminate health disparities in Maryland For more information on the conference, please visit 
the MHHD Website at www.mdhealthdisparities.org.  If your organization or group takes part in a NMHM event, we would 
like to know. Please contact the Office at healthdisparities@dhmh.state.md.us  or call (410) 767-711. 
 
Annual Manhood Retreat will be held Friday, April 18 thru Sunday, April 20, 2008 at the Mount Aetna Camp & Retreat 
Center in Hagerstown, Maryland. Sponsored by: Faith Community Center, The Faith of Jesus Center & People of Color 
Training Center.  Contact the Faith Community Center at 301-791-5776 or visit: www.peopleofcolor.com. 
 
Spring Fling Dance  on Saturday April 19, 2008 at the VFW building on 70 E. Washington Street in Hagerstown. 
Sponsored by Sisters In Spirit Book Club Washington County.  $20 couples/$10 single in advance. $20 person at the door. 
Contact: Ladetra or Randy Robinson (301) 992-2204 or Brenda Harris (240) 420-3898. Email: sisbcwc@yahoo.com. 



 

 

 

 Sponsored by The No Smoking Youth Club with funding from the 

Maryland Department of Health & Mental Hygiene/Mino rity 
Outreach & Technical Assistance program and the Was hington 
County Health Department.    
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Event:  No Smoking Youth Rally 
 
When:  April 26, 2008 Saturday at 12 noon 
 
Where:  Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center 
    (North Street School building) 
 
Contact:  Mollie Smith or Michael Campher 
 
Phone:  (301) 393-9290 
 
Join the effort to be Smoke Free.  Join the “Don’t Smoke With Kids In 
The Car” campaign. 
Test your knowledge from past years or study for this year and come 
play in the “Win Mr. Andy’s Money!” tobacco quiz contest.  Everyone 
wins a prize.  The best win Mr. Andy’s money or more! 

 
FUN ~ FOOD ~ FRIENDS  

 
Free food and Free Stuff will be given away while supplies last 

 
Health Coalitions Members & Health Vendors Welcomed 
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SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY 

      
7 year-old twins Ishaya and Nashaya Campher gave a report at the No Smoking Youth Club’s tribute to March’s Women’s History 
Month.  Ladetra Robinson posed with two of her Etiquette School graduates Madison Weedon and Alex Stoner. (Photos by Andy) 
 

               
Hagerstown City Engineer Rodney Tissue had some “explaining” to do at a community meeting on the closing of Jonathan Street.  The 
meeting had tense and light moments as concerns about street access and parking worked toward resolve. (Photos by Mike Campher) 

 


