IF YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY

SPEAK UP!
OCTOBER 2007
The Speak Up Community News is a Black publication. Subscription is free. Articles and remarks are welcomed. Contact: Brothers
nd
United Who Dare to Care, Inc. 131 W. North Avenue, Martin Luther King Community Center 2 Floor, Hagerstown, Maryland 21740.
Phone 301-393-9290. Website: www.blackmenwhocare.org where you can download a full-color copy of this newsletter.

WORD ON THE STREET
African American Leadership Gathering
On October 20, 2007 a gathering will be held 9:00 AM in the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center (old North
Street School building) 131 West North Avenue, Hagerstown, Maryland 21740, to promote African American involvement
in Tobacco Control. This is a chance for blacks to take the lead and help change what tobacco use has done to our
people. Why should you be involved? Nationally and locally there are concerns about blacks being treated fairly or blacks
being subjected to racisms and discrimination. Most of these concerns are “knee jerk” reactions to problems and incidents
that have occurred. This is an opportunity for blacks to come together and be part of a process (network) to deal with and
take proactive measures to undo the damage tobacco use and smoking is causing black folks.
Tobacco Control. What does that mean? Tobacco Control is one of the terms used to address a way to stop the
damages of tobacco use. What can blacks (African Americans) do? Well, for this area we can start by getting together on
Saturday, October 20, 2007 to find out what actions we can take, what is available to help and identify your role in
Tobacco Control. Many gatherings have taken place in the Washington County that blacks have overlooked or have not
taken the initiative to get involved with. The presence of black leadership must increase in arenas that can impact the
decision making process of our well being. Involvement in this gathering is about taking the lead in what is good for blacks
(African Americans) or someone else will be left to decide what is good for you. Brothers United Who Dare To Care
received resources to help African Americans (Blacks) get involved in the fight against the damage tobacco use is causing
blacks in Washington County.
Blacks can take the lead in getting blacks off tobacco (cessation), stopping our young blacks from being the next
generation of tobacco users (prevention), and creating a community that does not want to die from other people’s smoke
(smoke-free policies). Our young people are getting hooked on tobacco because the tobacco companies plan to get them
hooked. Tobacco addiction is doing more damage to the black population than crack cocaine and genocide (us killing us).
Unborn black children, school-aged black children and others breathing smoke are suffering. Asthma, ear infections, high
blood pressure, ADHD/ADD is becoming common in our black children. Wonder why? Second-hand smoke!
Dr. Richard Williams will be at this gathering to educate us on the impact of tobacco use on the African American
(Black) community and he will share strategies for successful leadership in the tobacco control initiative. There will also be
a discussion about the advantages of using the Smart Chart Tool to help with the success of your projects. We also hope
to have leaders from the state and local health departments join us for this gathering.
Again, why should you be a part of this gathering? Unless you work for the tobacco company or you are addicted and
think you can’t stop and you’re okay with paying for the damages caused by tobacco use - You should join us at this
gathering. Attendance is not limited to blacks. Organizations supporting tobacco control can attend.
We need black leadership to come and learn the facts that they can pass on to the people they serve. The black
people we serve deserve to have better health. Set aside your differences, make time in your schedule and attend this
gathering. For more information contact Brothers United Who Dare To Care, phone 301-393-9290.
October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month
Breast Cancer Awareness-Cumberland Valley will send you a $20 Wal-Mart give card for participating in a FREE
mammogram. Call the BCA-CV office for more information (301) 791-5843 or toll free 1-800-963-0101.
OLDIES BUT GOODIES DANCE
The dance is to benefit the Memorial Recreation Center and the For Our Kids Sake programs. The dance will be held on
Saturday, October 20, 2007 scheduled for 9:00 PM to 1:00 AM in the gymnasium of the Martin Luther King Jr. Community
Center (old North Street School building) for ages 25 years old and up. Tickets are $10 in advance or $13 at the door.
There will be food sales by Ms. Clara Broadus and Ms. Dot Bell. For tickets please contact: Carolyn Sterling (301) 7911155, or Betsy Broadus (240)313-8023 or Tish Mims (301) 790-0544.

POWER TO THE PEOPLE
MEGAN WILLIAMS RECOVERY FUND
If you are not sure who Megan Williams is, she is the 20 year-old African American who was (allegedly) lured to a trailer
shack by an associate. After she arrived at the trailer, she would endure a week of torture, not only physical but emotional
as well.
Six men and women (all white) have been charged for the alleged crime that included an array of racially degrading
comments, severe physical abuse, which included being beat, choked, stabbed and raped. She also suffered additional
(alleged) torment; being force-fed animal feces, breaking her arm and cutting her hair out. It was a horrific ordeal for the
young woman and while you may not imagine crimes like this existing – by all accounts, it happened in a neighboring area,
West Virginia.
Ms. Williams spent several days in the hospital and while she is now recovering at home, the brutality of what was
endured will probably take a lifetime to recover.
Two local establishments, Brothers United Who Dare To Care (BUWDTC) and iTech Consulting, LLC (iTc) have
established “The Megan Williams Recovery Fund” to provide support and financial assistance to the Williams’ family. Mr.
Andy Smith, President of BUWDTC is stated as saying that this fund was established and is intended to provide the most
expeditious assistance to the Williams family. Mr. Jonathan R. Burrs, Owner and Executive Consultant of iTc will match
dollar for dollar, the first $1,000.00 donated to the recovery fund. He is also encouraging other companies and individual
donors, who are financially able, to do the same. In addition, Mr. Burrs is quoted as saying, “Megan and her mother
Carmen Williams have endured one of the most heinous and callous acts against another human being imaginable and
the last thing the Williams family should be concerned about is finances.”
If you are interested in assisting the family in its time of need, donations can be sent to: Sovereign Bank, c/o K. Jill
Skinner, Community Banking Assistant Manager, 100 East King Street, Lancaster, PA 17602. Please make checks
payable to: Megan Williams Recovery/Account # 0021088934.
For those who are interested in participating or becoming a “match dollar” donor, please contact Mr. Smith (301) 3939290 or Mr. Burrs 240-446-1602 directly.

SPEAK UP!
Letter to the Editor:

The letter below is a reply from me (Andy Smith) to a series of emails that I received from a black woman that fled with
her children, half way across the nation to escape the racial persecution she experienced while living in this area and
perhaps escaping the fate of Megan Williams. I have not yet received permission to publish her letters that deserved the
remarks below. I hope our readers can benefit from what I can make available now.
Sister Monique,
Your position and argument is valid and worth airing, which I can only put forth, with your permission, in an article for
others to join the forum and hopefully generate a response. You wrote quote, “Me writing an article will do what?” Sister
Monique, others reading about your experience will do plenty. Jena 6 and the Megan Williams stories moved others to
action which I believe has stimulated progress in addressing Racism in America.
You are not alone in being ostracized by the community. My organization is basically down to three officers and about
a dozen men, women and young people carrying out the mission to get black men to be responsible (before God, with their
families and in their community) .
We have no great following or support base here in the black community of Hagerstown, but we are appreciated by the
agencies that are trying to help black people. The work we are doing for the young people is done so that we can get them
beyond survival and on to success, in hope that they and others in their generation will be capable of resolving this social
economical infection caused by racism, self-hatred and disrespect.
I am a mixed blood man of African and Native Indian descent. I could take that as a basis to hate, fight and struggle
about how my peoples have historically been treated or I can continue to do as I have, work to make life for me, my family
and community better.
It is not easy, I want it to be, but that is up to God. A human goes through this lifetime and then on to eternity (should
you believe as I do). The best I can do is to try to please the God that I believe in. It is not easy. I want it to be, and that is
up to me.
Here is my advice. Do your level best to make things better when you can. Do what you can to improve yourself and
grow (constantly). Resist doing or getting involved in things that will add to your problems and the problems of the world.
Move on and change when needed. Pray for wisdom, knowledge, courage and strength. Hope for peace, love and joy.
Deal with change, challenges and relationships. Use tolerance, respect and fairness. Know that family can be your love,
your pain and your life (the same applies) for marriage. Do not cling to your children; prepare them for a life of their own.
Brother Andy

When will it all end? By Jonathan Burrs, BUWDTC Race Relations Advisor
Once again the media
misrepresents all the facts involved
in the Jena 6 saga. On October 6,
2007 the AP reports that nooses
briefly hung from a big oak tree
outside Jena High School a year
ago after a black freshman asked
whether black students could sit
under it. A white student was
beaten unconscious three months
later, in December.
However, John Tye a civil
rights attorney in New Orleans and
Richard Cohen who is the
president of the Southern Poverty
Law Center paint a somewhat
different picture.
In an op-ed piece to the New
York Times on Sept. 28, 2007
Cohen and Tye write the following:
"On December 1, a black student,
Robert Bailey, was attacked by a
group of whites, beaten to the
ground, and apparently hit with a
beer bottle. He suffered a gash to
his head.
Walters could have prosecuted
the group of whites with felony
charges that might have put them
away for years, just as he is now
prosecuting the Jena Six. Instead,
Walters charged one white with a
misdemeanor; that person served
no prison time. The others walked.
Three days later, the assault on
Barker occurred. Bailey and five

other black teens were arrested
and charged by the police with
aggravated second-degree battery,
a very harsh charge under the
circumstances. But Walters, in an
apparent effort to show what he
could do with a stroke of his pen,
went even further and used his
discretion to increase the charges
to attempted murder. "
It's unfortunate the media often
avoids printing certain facts about
instances, particularly social issues
involving racism. Even sadder
than this is the fact that regardless
of whether the media prints the
true facts or not, black people will
not forget or ignore what is really
taking place.
The Jena 6 case began with
hate crimes perpetrated by several
white students who brought a
dangerous weapon to school.
Considering the standard the
prosecutor is currently using
claiming that Mr. Bell's shoes were
dangerous weapons, I don't think
it's a hard case to sell that a
hangman's noose dangling from a
big oak tree is any thing other than
a dangerous weapon. The federal
prosecutor told CNN that "the FBI
believed that the case had the
elements of a hate crime." The
white students should have been
expelled from school for bringing

weapons to school in violation of
school policy and prosecuted
under existing federal hate crimes
laws, but instead they received
suspensions.
Racial tensions increased after
several white students assaulted a
black student which included a
blow to the head with a beer
bottle. Considering the standard
set by the prosecutor the white
students should have been
charged with assault and
attempted murder. This of course
didn't happened.
Black students clearly under
attack with white students
undoubtedly feeling superior and
immune to any form of
consequences, decided to fight
back. The rest of the story is what
is currently known as the Jena 6,
six black students arrested and
criminally charged with assault and
attempted murder at one point and
for a long period of time, held
without a bail hearing.
It's a never ending story this
thing known as racism in America
and unfortunately the media
increases racial tensions in whites
by inaccurately presenting "all" the
facts related to race related crimes
white people routinely commit
against blacks. When will it all
end?

Youth News
No Smoking Youth Club member became first mentored in BUWDTC
Communications program. The interest of NSYC member Jiong Tanesy (14) in
photography has opened an opportunity for him to work with the Speak Up
Community News team through the Communications Program offered at Brothers
United Who Dare To Care. An increase interest in the Visual Documentary services
offered by BUWDTC has stretched the news team to the point of providing inhouse training to help cover news projects. Brothers United Who Dare To Care
hopes that this training can roll into a partnership to get young participants into college journalism and
communications studies as well as help diversify the local news agencies. Jiong is an Asian American student that
spent the last few years learning Chinese language and culture back in China. He now attends a local high school and
joined the No Smoking Youth Club after he learned about the group through the BUWDTC/Minority Outreach &
Technical Assistance program (funded by the Maryland Department of Health & Mental Hygiene) when MOTA
participated in the UNESCO Center for Peace Model United Nations Camp that was held this past July on the Saint
James School campus. Jiong has covered several news events and is currently in a segment of the training where he
is learning to produce DVD movies from the footage he shoots. Contact the Youth Club to find out about other
interesting opportunities that can help with college and career choices.

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY
The No Smoking Youth Club attended Hagerstown’s first “Hispanic Festival” held at Fairgrounds Park on September 16, 2007.
Marquese Campher went festival style with painted body art. Youth club members gathered information about Hispanic culture,
Hispanic health and quite a few treats during the festival event that was filled with music, dance, food and fun. (Photos by Andy)

Andy Smith (BUWDTC) spoke about the Minority Outreach & Technical Assistance program and peace at the UNESCO Center for
Peace “World Peace Day” dinner held at Elgin Station on September 21, 2007. Julianna Albowicz is pictured below speaking on
behalf of U.S. Senator Barbara A. Mikulski during the Peace Day diner, Hagerstown Mayor Robert Bruchey is in the photo (seated) as
event organizer Guy Djoken receives the Senator’s message of support for the event. (Photos by Jiong Tanesy and Andy)

Sila Alegret-Bartel (in center of the picture below) took notes during the training “Breaking Barriers to Reaching Hispanic/ Latinos”.
Bartel, the owner of International Corporate Training & Marketing, is also the Hispanic-Latino Advisor for the BUWDTC/Minority
Outreach & Technical Assistance Program. Alejandro Garcia-Barbon (picture on right) was the Keynote Speaker for the gathering
sponsored the Maryland DHMH Center for Health Promotions in with the Office of Minority Health Disparities. (Photos by Andy)

