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WORD ON THE STREET
March is National Women’s History Month
th
Susan B. Anthony’s mark on history led Congress to adopt the 19 Amendment in 1920 granting women the right to vote.
The right to vote increased the political value of women yet it took the effort and contribution of many other women over
the course of time to arrive at not only a day of celebration but a month of recognition for Women’s place in history.
“Women’s History Week” started out in Sonoma County, California in 1978. In 1981, Maryland’s own Barbara Mikulski,
who then was a Congressional Representative (D-Maryland) co-sponsored a joint Congressional resolution with Senator
Orrin Hatch (R-Utah) proclaiming a national Women's History Week. In 1987, Congress expanded the celebration to a
month, and March was declared Women's History Month.
Famous American Women in History

(l.-r.) Susan B. Anthony, Shirley Chisholm, Barbara Mikulski, Connie Chung, Sacheen Littlefeather and Ellen Ochoa

Susan B. Anthony, (February 15, 1820 - March 13, 1906) her involvement in history started in one of the first movements
in the United States that dealt with the abuses of women and children who suffered from alcoholic husbands. She also
devoted herself to the antislavery movement during the outbreak of the civil war in 1861 and served as an agent for the
American Anti-slavery Society where she demanded equal pay for women. She led a group of women to the polls in
Rochester, New York to test the rights of women to vote that led to her arrest. From then on she campaigned endlessly for
a woman’s right to vote. Anthony did not live to see her efforts to win the right to vote for women, the establishment of the
19th amendment is deeply owed to her efforts.
Barbara Ann Mikulski was born in Baltimore, Maryland on July 20, 1936. She graduated from Mount Saint Agnes College
in 1958 and received a graduate degree from the University of Maryland School of Social Work 1965. Mikulski worked as a
social worker in Baltimore and became a college professor. She was elected and served as a member of the Baltimore
City Council 1971-1976 after an unsuccessful run as a Democratic candidate for the United States Senate in 1974 she
was elected as a Democrat to the Ninety-fifth Congress and re-elected to the four succeeding Congresses from January 3,
1977 to January 3, 1987. Mikulski was elected as a Democrat to the United States Senate in 1986; re-elected in 1992,
1998 and 2004 for the term ending January 3, 2011 and serves as the Democratic Conference secretary (1995-).
Shirley Anita Chisholm born November 30, 1924 in Brooklyn, New York was the first black woman elected to Congress.
She attended public schools in Brooklyn and went on to Brooklyn College and Columbia University. She was a nursery
school teacher then became director of the Hamilton-Madison Child Care Center, New York City, 1953-1959. After some
time as an educational consultant for the Division of Day Care, New York City she became an assemblywoman in the New
York State Legislature. She was elected as a Democrat to the Ninety-first and to the six succeeding Congresses (January
3, 1969-January 3, 1983). Chisholm died on January 1, 2005, in Ormond Beach, Florida and lays to rest in Forest Lawn
Cemetery, Buffalo, N.Y.

Connie Chung born August 20, 1946 in Washington, DC, was the first Asian-Pacific American anchor in national television.
A University of Maryland graduate, Chung started at WTTG-TV in Washington, DC, in 1969 and became a national
correspondent at CBS News in 1971. She was co-anchor of the CBS Evening News from 1993 to 1995. She later became
co-anchor of 20/20, an ABC News production. She had her own talk show on CNN Connie Chung Tonight for less than a
year. Chung and her husband, TV talk show host Maury Povich, have one son and live in New York City. They also hosted
a show on MSNBC, Weekends with Maury and Connie from 2003–2006.
Sacheen Littlefeather (Maria Cruz) born 1947 in California, the actress is best known for having appeared at Marlon
Brando's behest at the Academy Awards ceremony in 1973, where, in Apache dress, she refused Brando's Best Actor
Oscar for The Godfather to protest Hollywood's treatment of American Indians. Littlefeather, then a B movie actress and
sometime activist, is of Yaqui ancestry.
Ellen Ochoa was born May 10, 1958 in Los Angeles, California. Astronaut Ellen Ochoa first left Earth in July 1991 and
became the world's first Hispanic female astronaut. A mission specialist and flight engineer, she has since logged more
than 900 hours in space on four flights, the last in 2002. Dr. Ochoa's many awards include NASA's Exceptional Service
Medal (1997) and Outstanding Leadership Medal (1995). Besides being an astronaut, researcher, and engineer, Ochoa is
a classical flutist.
There are five museums in the United States devoted to Women’s History with the National Museum of Women in
the Arts in Washington DC. The Library of Congress is hosting a National Women’s History Month Display March 1-31,
2007 with a Keynote address from U.S. Congress Representative Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-Florida) on March 14,
2007 at 10:30am in the Mumford Room LM 649 the Madison building.

POWER TO THE PEOPLE
North Hagerstown High School plans ‘Town Meeting’ sessions
North High will be holding a series of Town Meetings to discuss the Small Learning Communities initiative for parents of
North High Students. Any parents or guardians of incoming freshman or current North High students for the 2007-2008
school year are welcome to attend.
2007 Meeting Schedule:
th
March 14 Maugansville Elementary School Library 7:00pm
th
March 15 Northern Middle School Auditorium 7:00pm
th
March 19 Martin Luther King Center Gymnasium 7:00pm
th
March 20 Western Heights Middle School Auditorium 7:00pm
th
th
Transition Meeting for 8 to 9 Grade:
nd
March 22 North Hagerstown High School Auditorium 7:00pm
Sisters Helping Sisters program is underway
The program kicked off in the gymnasium of the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center attracting over 19 participants
and matched with as many mentors. Becki Weir, Washington County Hospital, said about 25 volunteers also showed up
to support the program.
About a year ago the Washington County Hospital in a partnership effort with the CSAFE program, led by Carolyn Brooks,
held a focus group meeting with people from the Jonathan Street community to find out what community health concerns
were in the neighborhood. The focus group concluded with a list of concerns about diabetes, obesity, vascular health,
healthcare cost and healthcare availability. Members of the focus group were given an offer to join as a steering
committee to help with the hospitals effort to provide better community health.
The Washington County Hospital Association has acted on the concerns of the community with a series of outreach efforts
that included a free vascular health screening clinic that was held in the MLK Jr. Community Center and participation in
neighborhood health fairs and events where the hospital provides free health screenings, health education materials and
referrals. The Sisters Helping Sisters program is another part of the effort to respond to community health concerns. Are
you an African American woman between the ages 14 and 24, who is looking for a healthier lifestyle? The Education
Center at Washington County Hospital is here to help. Sisters Helping Sisters is a healthy living program for young African
American women that include classes and workshops on eating nutritious food, getting more exercise, and the benefits of
maintaining a healthy weight. Participants will receive a free healthy breakfast or lunch and other incentives* at each
class. Free childcare services are available.
Call Becki Weir at 301-790-8626 for more information about this free program.
Sisters Helping Sisters is made possible with a grant from the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, Office of
Women’s Health.
* Those who take part will be given a $10 gift card for each session they come to. Another $100 gift card will be given at the end of
the 8 classes for those who have attended every class

YOUTH NEWS
Annual No Smoking Youth Rally to be held on Saturday April 14, 2007 at 12noon in the Martin Luther King Jr.
Community Center (North Street School Building). Sponsored by The No Smoking Youth Club with funding from the
Minority Outreach & Technical Assistance grant through the Maryland Department of Health & Mental Hygiene.
Health Organizations encouraged to participate. Contact the Youth Club Leader for more information at 301-393-9290.

SPEAK UP!

NAACP Meeting Ends in Dispute.
The regular meeting of the local Washington County NAACP ended in a dispute after member Jonathan Burrs attempted
to present his proposal of a request demanding the resignation of National NAACP Chairman Julian Bond. Local NAACP
President Samuel Key announced that he was opening the meeting for Burrs to discuss his proposal then Key surprisingly
said that he did not support the proposal because it did not go through him first and claimed that he did not have the
complete information before hand. In light of the recent resignation of National NAACP President Bruce S.Gordon, Burrs’
proposal states that Bond has openly caused the NAACP to lose unnecessary financial dollars and human resources.
Burrs explained that Bonds attempt to move the national office from Baltimore to Washington DC was political and that
Bond is only thinking of himself. At that point Key tried to end the meeting. Key’s action disrupted Burrs’ presentation and
NAACP Secretary Debra Singleton objected to stopping the meeting. The group’s Vice-President Hampton Wedlock was
able to restore order to the meeting after a brief sidebar with Key. Wedlock openly discussed the meeting rules of conduct
then encouraged everyone to proceed with the meeting. William Frazier of the Foy Media Center on North Prospect Street
tried to speak and Key interrupted asking Frazier if he was a NAACP member. Burrs tried to get a vote of support for the
proposal and another dispute ignited. Wedlock then suggested meeting before the next monthly gathering to continue a
course of action on the proposal. The meeting ended shortly after Wedlock’s offer.
(Photos left to right: NAACP President Samuel Key, Vice-President Hampton Wedlock and Corporate Life Member Jonathan Burrs)

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY: Special Doleman Black Heritage Museum Pictorial Tour
Sonny Doleman displays a Sambo Dart Board game to the No Smoking Youth Club members. An old Limber Jack leans in a corner.

Sonny showed the group the original Icebox and the tools to get a giant ice cube into it. An early hair care products for blacks display.

Below is a 1920 Diploma from the historic Storer College for black students during that time period. A harmonica and pitch horns
used for music class and above the instruments is a spare rib bone that was used to make a rattling sound by black musicians.

