
 

 

IF YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY 

SPEAK UP!SPEAK UP!SPEAK UP!SPEAK UP!    
APRIL 2007 

This neighborhood newsletter is a Black publication.  Subscription is free.  Articles and remarks are welcomed. Contact: Brothers 
United Who Dare to Care, Inc. 131 W. North Avenue, Martin Luther King Community Center 2

nd
 Floor, Hagerstown, Maryland 21740.  

Phone 301-393-9290.  Website: www.blackmenwhocare.org where you can download a full-color copy of this newsletter. 

 

WORD ON THE STREET 
 

Vaccine for HIV/AIDS moves forward.  By Andy Smith 
According to Dr. Criss Tarr, Director of the Vaccine Clinical Materials 
Program in Frederick Maryland, clinical trials for a HIV/AIDS vaccine could 
began in July 2007.  The importance of the clinical trials is a step that can 
bring us closer to a vaccination against the HIV/AIDS virus. 
Globally HIV/AIDS is becoming one of the deadliest threats to mankind 
especially on the continent of Africa where the disease is reaching pandemic 
proportions. 
In an article released by the National Institute of Health on June 9, 1999 the 
NIH dedicated the Vaccine Research Center to Senator Dale Bumper and his 
wife Betty.  The center is devoted to finding vaccines against the HIV/AIDS 
virus and other diseases according to the press release.   Senator Bumper 

throughout his 24 year career in Congress was a leader on immunization issues.  The Clinton/Gore administration 
responded to the threat of HIV/AIDS by increasing funding for research, treatment and prevention. 
The vaccine for the HIV/AIDS virus is made from a key portion of a stable HIV protein that binds to an infection fighting 
antibody that can neutralize HIV.  A research team led by Peter Kwong, Ph.D., of NIAID’s Vaccine Research Center (VRC) 
provided the research community with a long-sought picture of the interaction between the HIV protein and the neutralizing 
antibody, an important finding that helps in the development of an HIV vaccine.    
A tour through part of the Frederick facility where the vaccine is being produced was impressive, even with the bioreactors 
offline for maintenance. Tarr said the HIV/AIDS vaccine produced in Frederick is now in vials ready for the Vaccine 
Research Center to use in the upcoming clinical trials.  The Vaccine Research Center works very close with the public in 
sharing their efforts.  The next phase of the clinical trial could last up to three years including the international part of the 
study. 
(Photograph above of NIH worker James K. Dykes on left, with Criss Tarr, Sc.D.) 
How you can help in the race against HIV/AIDS? 
Carr says that depending on the success of the clinical trials, it is envisioned that the process to make the vaccine can be 
scaled up for a world-wide supply.  Carr himself wanted to volunteer for the study but doesn’t fit the health profile to qualify.  
You can review the three steps to become a volunteer at website link: http://www.niaid.nih.gov/vrc/clintrials/clin_steps.htm. 
They will send you information about clinical trials and follow up with you to answer any questions. 
The Vaccine Research Center needs volunteers for the study and volunteers can be paid for their contribution. 
If you are interested in participating in a clinical trial, please call 1-866-833-LIFE (5433) or e-mail: VRCforlife@mail.nih.gov. 
See their announcement below and please read our section that describes clinical trials. 
 
 

 



 

 

  
Clinical Trails (Source: Medicine.net) 
Trials to evaluate the effectiveness and safety of medications or medical devices by monitoring their effects on large 
groups of people.  
Clinical research trials may be conducted by government health agencies such as NIH, researchers affiliated with a 
hospital or university medical program, independent researchers, or private industry.  
Usually volunteers are recruited, although in some cases research subjects may be paid. Subjects are generally divided 
into two or more groups, including a control group that does not receive the experimental treatment, receives a placebo 
(inactive substance) instead, or receives a tried-and-true therapy for comparison purposes.  
Typically, government agencies approve or disapprove new treatments based on clinical trial results. While important and 
highly effective in preventing obviously harmful treatments from coming to market, clinical research trials are not always 
perfect in discovering all side effects, particularly effects associated with long-term use and interactions between 
experimental drugs and other medications.  
For some patients, clinical research trials represent an avenue for receiving promising new therapies that would not 
otherwise be available. Patients with difficult to treat or currently "incurable" diseases, such as AIDS or certain types of 
cancer, may want to pursue participation in clinical research trials if standard therapies are not effective. Clinical research 
trials are sometimes lifesaving. 
There are four possible outcomes from a clinical trial:  
Positive trial -- The clinical trial shows that the new treatment has a large beneficial effect and is superior to standard 
treatment.  
Non-inferior trial -- The clinical trial shows that that the new treatment is equivalent to standard treatment. Also called a 
non-inferiority trial.  
Inconclusive trial -- The clinical trial shows that the new treatment is neither clearly superior nor clearly inferior to standard 
treatment.  
Negative trial -- The clinical trial shows that a new treatment is inferior to standard treatment. 
 

POWER TO THE PEOPLE 
 
Manhood Training Retreat 
Sponsored by the Faith of Jesus Center on Friday, April 20 thru Sunday, April 22, 2007.  The annual spiritual gathering 
includes sessions for young and older teens, young adults and adults that deal with faith, wellness and personal 
development.  Activities of devotions, jogging and walking, canoeing and boating, fellowship meals and gatherings fill the 
retreat schedule.  Contact the Faith of Jesus Center at 301-791-5776 or visit: www.peopleofcolor1.com for information. 
 
Maryland Minority Health Disparities 4

th
 Annual Conference in Baltimore 

The Department of Health & Mental Hygiene will be hosting a 2-day conference Monday April 23
rd

 and Tuesday April 24
th
 

Day 1 Health Disparities presents “Cultural Competency: An Agenda for Ending Health Disparities in Maryland”.  Day 2 the 
Maryland State Council on Cancer Control & the Maryland Comprehensive Cancer Control Plan present “Workforce & 
Cultural Diversity: A Public Health Forum”.  The conference will be at Martin’s West 6817 Dogwood Rd, Baltimore, MD 
21244.  Contacts: Arlee W. Gist at 410-767-7117 or Felicia Plummer at 410-767-6213.  Learn more about efforts to 
eliminate minority health disparities, please visit: www.mdhealthdisparities.org or www.marylandcancerplan.org.  
 
STROKE Identification:  
Remember The 1st ThreeLetters...S.T.R. 
S * Ask the individual to SMILE.  
T * Ask the person to TALK to SPEAK A SIMPLE SENTENCE  
(Coherently) (i.e. . . It is sunny out today)  
R * Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH ARMS. 
 

 
*NOTE: Another ' sign ' of a stroke is this: Ask the person to 
' stick ' out their tongue. If the tongue is ' crooked ' , if it 
goes to one side or the other, that is also an indication of a 
stroke. If he or she has trouble with ANY ONE of these 
tasks, call 911 immediately and describe the symptoms to 
the dispatcher. 
 

This information was passed along by Minister Don Malinowski, 
Christ’s Church in Hagerstown 

Be responsible and share this information with others! 



 

 

YOUTH NEWS 
 

Remember to join us at the Annual No Smoking Youth Rally 
To be held on Saturday April 14, 2007 at 12noon in the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center (North Street 

School Building).  Sponsored by The No Smoking Youth Club with funding from the Minority Outreach & Technical 

Assistance grant through the Maryland Department of Health & Mental Hygiene.  Health Organizations are 

encouraged to participate.  Contact the Youth Club Leader for more information at 301-393-9290. 

 

No Smoking Youth Club “Family & Friends Day Banquet” 
The No Smoking Youth Club has invited their family and friends to join them on April 27, 2007 at 5pm in the Martin 

Luther King Jr. Community Center (North Street School building) in Hagerstown, for an evening fellowship meal and 

to hear from a guest speaker who will share how to restore the black family.  The theme for the event is “Better 

Family Health, Are you with us?”  The youth club has also put out an invite to business, community, faith-based and 

government leaders across the state to be a part of making families healthier.   Be sure to return your registration 

form or register at the online link included on the registration for your convenience. 

 

Ajamu & Mwamba: Myths & Facts 
Myth: 
Convicted criminal Jeffrey S. Shifler is a Racist. 

Fact: 
Jeffrey Shifler plead guilty in Federal Court to (1) charge of Fair Housing, violations, etc. and (1) charge of Federally 
protected activities.  Shifler’s attacks were against white people, black people, men, women, children, gays and people of 
faith.  His cowardice was hidden behind the pretense that he was part of the Hagerstown Police Department (who had fired 
him before his rampage for being dishonest) and he pretended to be in the Ku Klux Klan (the Klan publicly denied 
involvement with the threats).  Shifler’s violence escalated from written threats to verbal phone attacks.  Shifler was 
working as an officer for the Boonsboro Police Department (that knew he had been fired from HPD) and had he not been 
stopped, he could have physically carried out his reign of terror.  Leading to the fact that Jeffrey S. Shifler is a domestic 
terrorist.  There are people who have been held longer in the Guatonamo Bay Detention Camp for suspicion of 
involvement with terrorism, than the sentenced handed down for Jeffrey S. Shifler’s terror against citizens in our 
community.  Below is a copy of the Victim Impact Statement from Mwamba Raheem that went on record during the 
sentencing of Jeffrey S. Shifler: 
 

First and foremost let me state that I am a peaceful black man, however I do believe in truth, justice and self-defense.  
After I received the racist letter from Shifler, I changed my everyday routine.  Every morning, even today, I walk my wife to 
her car before she goes to work.  She is a nurse and she has to leave very early.  I myself take a different route to work 
every week.  Also, I have a 91-year-old mother and if Shifler had attempted to do any physical harm to her or any member 
of my family, I would have to take action.  I like so many other blacks who live in this racist community (Hagerstown, MD) 
have not been physically harmed, but have been psychologically damaged by Shifler’s actions.  Shifler must take 
responsibility for his actions.  In closing, I must say being realistic and aware of the history of the justice system in this 
country when it comes to matters of race, Shifler who is a white male and former police officer, probably will be granted 
“Time Served”.  Personally I believe this terrorist (Jeffrey S. Shifler) should rot in jail for the rest of his life. 
Signed, 
Mwamba Bilal Raheem 
March 12, 2007 
 
Mwamba is a U.S Air Force Veteran who had served with military ground troops during the war in Viet Nam.  Jeffrey S. 
Shifler was given less than a five year prison term.  Is Mwamba right about the system that sentenced Shifler? 
Jeffrey S. Shifler threatened Wal-Mart customers with a bomb threat, he threatened to shoot public school students, he 
made threats to local leaders and politicians who serve our community, he betrayed law enforcement agencies, he falsely 
blamed the Ku Klux Klan hoping to spark racial strife and he designed racial attacks on the community and war veterans.   
Shifler will be freed into our community in about three years!  How can we possibly come together, put this behind us 
knowing that a threat is so close to being unleashed on us with the potential of destroying the harmony, tolerance and 
respect that we strive for as a human family dealing with social economical changes, health disparities, growth and yes, 
the threat from global terrorist.  Let the U.S. Department of Justice know that we don’t want this threat in our community. 
Write the United States Attorney, District of Maryland 36 S. Charles Street 4

th
 fl. Baltimore, Maryland 21201.  Reference: 

Case #2006R00082 Docket #06-0320 United States v. Jeffrey Shifler.   



 

 

 

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY:   
Asbury United Methodist Church in Hagerstown hosted the “Carey Family Gospel & Mount Moriah Gospel Choir” Program.  Below 

are members of the Carey family with mother Betty King in the center of her sons, daughters, grandchildren, nephew and in-laws. 

  
 
Singers from the Mount Moriah Choir took to the floor with a moving song.  Cousin Lenny Harris sounded out with the saxophone. 

   
 

The No Smoking Youth Club visited the Library of Congress for Women’s History Month researching key women in U.S. history. A 

carved inscription in the marble halls of the Library of Congress inspires our young people that education is the key. 

   


