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Phone 301-393-9290. Website: www.blackmenwhocare.org.

WORD ON THE STREET
Should Public Schools share the responsibility for the rise in Teen Pregnancies?
By Andy Smith.
No more would I trust Airline Security to keep me safe in the air, than would I put the
responsibility or blame on the public schools for teen pregnancy. When are we going to come
to the realization that the Government should basically help us with our national security, the
regulation of business/commerce and the regulation of public utilities? The mighty “Christian”
nation that we are, has slacked in what we as a people are responsible for. I expect the
Government to make sure I can afford the electricity and water I use; keep my home from
being robbed or burned to the ground; and to help keep our cities safe and our businesses fair.
I don’t keep my hopes up and expectations for any other services I receive from the government as I see more fade away.
The education system in our nation may not be all we desire or expect, but I believe it is one of the best around the world.
Sure, I would like school vouchers for my children so that I could use at a school of my choice. Heck, I would even like to
see a couple of Charter Schools in Washington County. Competition is good for the consumer. I would in no way blame
or put the responsibility for the pregnancy of my daughters on the School System or the Health Department. I am a parent
and I hope the education I am providing to my daughters and my son are the foundation for their convictions in the
decision to get involved in actions that could lead to pregnancy or the spread of STD’s (sexually transmitted diseases). I
am not saying that my children could not be involved in a teen pregnancy. I know that my children should know better and
I am actively involved in helping my children make good choices. And, like most parents, I also hope and pray.
I believe parents are at fault when they avoid educating their children about sex. Parents would be crazy if they expect the
schools or the health department to provide all the answers for prevention of teen pregnancies. The Health Department
has been given an obligation to help keep us healthy. The LHD (local health department) tries to reduce and eliminate the
spread of diseases and health disparities. Brothers United Who Dare To Care as an organization is actively involved in
helping the Health Department be successful in their mission and we as citizens can help to take responsibility for our
health. It is a waste of time to blame the schools and health department or allow them to decide what is good for our
children. Parents should be involved in the process. Or, the government will continue to be the only process to help our
teens. Local government agencies are struggling with who is the blame for the increase in teen pregnancies. Neither the
schools nor the health department gave birth to our children. We did. We should be responsible for our youth’s success.
Preventing Sexual Assault in Communities of Color: Men & Women United.
April 19, 2006 Wednesday 8:00am to 4:30pm at the Prince George’s Community College
there will be a statewide conference to help prevent occurrences of Sexual Violence in
communities of color and dismantle the conventional theory that this is solely a woman’s
issue and help promote men’s involvement as partners in the fight to end sexual violence.
Featuring keynote speakers from the acclaimed organization “A Call To Men” and
renowned scholar, Dr. Carolyn M. West, this conference will explore traditional beliefs and commonly held stereotypes
about race, gender and sexual violence. This primary prevention training is strongly recommended for community
activists, law enforcement, faith based groups, mentor programs, youth violence/gang taskforce members, educators,
counselors, social workers and advocates. Law Enforcement and Social Work CEU’s may be available for this training.
To register please visit: www.mcasa.org or for additional information you may contact Kathy Ferguson by calling 410-9744507 or e-mail: kathy@mcasa.org. The Women of Color Network (WOCN) is a program of MCASA specifically designed
to foster awareness and education about sexual violence in communities of color through advocacy, training and
consultation. The WOCN also promotes the participation and development of women of color in active leadership roles in
the fight to end sexual violence.

POWER TO THE PEOPLE!
Manhood Training Retreat
Sponsored by The Faith of Jesus Center. The retreat is April 21-23, 2006 at the Mount Aetna Camp
and Retreat Center. The theme for this year is: "Turning the Hearts of the Fathers to the Children".
Author and lecturer Professor William Emanuel (pictured), who offers programs through the People of
Color Training Center, will lead the retreat. For more information contact The Faith Of Jesus Center
935 Marion Street Hagerstown Maryland 21740 phone (301) 791-5776 or visit the website:
www.peopleofcolor1.com.

Hispanic Latino Round Table
The Maryland State Department of Health & Mental Hygiene office of Minority Health & Health Disparities is convening a
strategic “Roundtable” to discuss Health & Health Disparities among Maryland’s Hispanic/Latino community and will
receive recommendations that can be implemented. The Department invites members to partner in the development of
the statewide plan to eliminate minority health disparities. March 22, 2006 at 1:00pm to 4:00pm in the Main Lobby room L3 at 201 W. Preston Street Baltimore, Maryland 21201. RSVP: Nicole Stepney (410) 767-7117 or you can respond by
email: nstepney@dhmh.state.md.us
th

Jay Winter Nightwolf’s 60 Birthday Celebration
“The Nightwolf Show” will be broadcasted live Sunday March 26, 2006 at 7pm to 9pm at the Busboys &
th
Poets Café 14 & V Streets NW Washington DC. Come out and meet and greet our brother and
servant Jay Winter Nightwolf. The celebration will continue after the show. Contact Verona G. Iriarte
email: iveronai@aol.com or Vicki Guthrie email: zafirahdancer@aol.com or Dr. Alison Henderson
email: chiroal@aol.com and you can call: (202) 544-4478.

JOBS
Washington County Government – Positions Available:
Plant Operator Trainee(s) – Water Department, Salary $22,044
For application and job description contact the Washington County Human Resources Department, 240-313-2357, Voice
or 240-313-2077, TDD or visit the website: www.washco-md.net
HOUSING
You Can Be a Homeowner!
The Hagerstown Home Store offers free workshops. The next workshops are Thursday March 6 at 6pm to 8pm and
Saturday March 25 at 9am to11am. Seating is limited, so please call to register at 301-797-0900 or come to the downtown
Hagerstown office on 21 East Franklin Street. Visit the website: www.hagerstownhomestore.org

Back to Black History & Culture
By our own hands we will empower ourselves, our families our communities, our world.
Young Blacks who live in urban environments are especially vulnerable to alcohol and other drug use. Despite the
overwhelming odds, thousands of young Blacks do not use alcohol or other drugs. In fact, according to recent data, usage
rates are lower than among White, Hispanic and other youth populations. Young Blacks are doing better because of you,
those who VOLUNTEER, DONATE, SPREAD THE WORD, MEET, RALLY, TAKE PRIDE IN BLACK YOUTH and DON’T
BACK DOWN. Be proud of Black Youth. Let Black Youth know that there is more to life than just trying to survive.

Thank You
Diane Hamilton was the anonymous contributor who dropped off about 20 books in a Joe Corbi’s pizza box last month
and we want to thank her by name to encourage her to continue the wonderful work that is helping to build our library
collection. Thanks to Ms. Gerline Burnett for the large collection of magazine’s that replenished our Literacy Promotion.
There is a box of free magazines inside the entrance of the Martin Luther King Center (North Street School building). You
may help yourself to the magazines and feel free to take some for a friend. We wish to thank all our monthly library
contributors. And we give special thanks to all those who volunteer and contribute to help our community.

Youth News

The Hagerstown YMCA 2006 Black History Month
Celebration. By Andy Smith
The annual event drew over a 100 people and included the reading
of a letter of support from U.S. Senator Barbara Mikulski. Ms.
Julianna Albowitz read the letter on Senator Mikulski’ s behalf and
the resolution included words honoring the late Coretta Scott King
and local patriarch Mrs. Ruthann Monroe. Soloists Olivia Dorsey,
Mrs. Melissa Miller, Mrs. Gwen Nelson and Zulekha Pitts sang
heartfelt selections. Teen Achiever Gregory Walton moved the
room with his Hip-hop ballet “Young Gifted & Black”. The talented
and gifted Saint James School Choir accompanied by Mrs. Grigsby
gave an outstanding performance. Pianists Lelia Swayne and Hsiang-Yu “Jessie” Chen (Saint James School Choir)
played remarkable piano selections. The Jazz Flute selection of Mr. Ron Forsh (Krystal Music) completed the
musical contributions for the Black History celebration. Mr. Joseph Summers (Camp Curtin YMCA Harrisburg PA)
was the keynote speaker and delivered a convicting message that “Black History is about being a blessing to people”.
Mr. Summers told those in attendance that they were “writing history right now”. A local Black History program
would not be complete without a reciting of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. ‘s “I Have Dream Speech” from
Reverend Darin Mency. Pastor Mency recited the speech with such a passion and zeal, that it took you back to the
presence and spirit Dr. King’s message. The YMCA’s Mr. Michael Flicek gave thanks and closing remarks. (Program
organizer LaSaundra Dorsey with husband and program host Ed Dorsey pictured in inset)

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY: 2006 Lunar New Year Festival in Frederick Maryland
A young performer warmed up before going onstage. The Lion Dance was performed by the Chinese Youth Club of
Washington. Tae Kwon Do Master Jhoon Rhee shared a hearty message about youth, academics and good versus evil.

Event organizer Elizabeth Chung of Life & Discovery in Frederick Maryland (below left). Washington Jin Ling Dancing
Academy (center photo below). Ms. Pallavi Rana (right) wowed the audience with a Hip-hop style Napalese Folk Dance.

The flexibility of the Fairfax Chinese Dance Troupe was only matched by the sword precision of Master Anji Zhang.

Roshan Pratap Rana of Frederick Maryland played a Nepalese Bamboo Flute solo. A Malaysia Cultural Dance by Sutera
Malaysia (center photo)and Burmese Folk Dance by the Burmese Youth Group both groups are from Washington D.C.

