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WORD ON THE STREET
Memorial Recreation Center names a new Director
By Andy Smith
Kimberly Buchanan was hired as the Director of the Memorial
Recreation Center to help carry on the vision of Mrs. Ruthann
Monroe, said MRC board member Gary Holman. Holman
has been serving as the personnel director for the center
among other task he performs for the program. Kimberly
leaves a position as a Teen Coordinator at Girl’s Incorporated
to fill the vacancy left by the late patriarch Mrs. Ruthann
Monroe. Kimberly said she wanted to use her administrative
abilities and serving as the director for the Memorial
Recreation Center will give her a chance to use those skills.
Her college studies in Education at Hagerstown Community
College and Penn State will also be helpful in expanding the
programs offered at the youth center.
Asked why she accepted the position as director for the
center, Kimberly said she believed in Mrs. Monroe’s work and
that there is a need for what the Memorial Recreation Center
can offer the community.
Kimberley had worked six years for the Red Cross, raising
awareness about the health and safety of the community and
some of that work was at the Memorial Recreation Center.
She had taught CPR and First Aid at the center, she even
helped out there as a lifeguard.
Kimberly is also a certified Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) and maintains her certification for CPR and First Aid.
She said that her main focus now is the Summer Camp program that the Memorial Recreation Center runs, which will be
starting this month on Wheaton Park. The opening of the swimming pool is another concern. Holman said that some
pipes for the swimming pool had leaked and needed to be repaired. Water is being added to the pool to replace what was
lost from leak and then chemicals will need to be added. John Williams, had been working for the past few weeks to get
the pool ready for summer, something he has been doing for a number of years.
Paula Burnett, who works at the youth center, said it is wonderful to have a director again. Holman said getting a new
director could not have come at a better time. “Change is hard (for some) to accept and carrying on Ms. Ruth’s vision
means not living in the past, but looking forward to the future”, said Holman.
Not in Mama’s Kitchen
Come Get Your Plate! All are welcome to attend this free dinner on Saturday June 3, 2006 4:00 pm 6:00 pm at the Martin Luther King Center located 131 West North Avenue in Hagerstown.
Not in Mama’s Kitchen is a secondhand smoke education presentation and program to empower
women to make or keep their homes smoke-free. Guest Speaker: Brenda Bell Caffee, the creator of
Not in Mama’s Kitchen and founding Elder of the National African American Tobacco Prevention
Network (NAATPN). Contact the Washington County Health Department for more information or to
RSVP (240) 420-1796. Sponsored by: Coalition for a Healthier Washington County & the Washington
County Health Department.

Youth News
A Letter to the Editor:
Dear Family and Friends,
It is with great pride that I write you in regards to Lamar. I have enclosed a copy of Lamar’s
official invitation letter to the International Games 2006.
Lamar Harris has been chosen to represent the State of Maryland Track & Field Team at the 9th
annual Down Under International Games in Australia and the activities in Hawaii this year. He was
selected based on his performance and academic achievements both on and off the field. This is a
once and a lifetime opportunity of which would be a great experience for Lamar. Lamar can
receive scholarship money for the school of his choice if he gets 1st to 6th place during the events.
Sincerely, Catherine Barden, mother of Lamar

2006 No Smoking Youth Rally
May 13, 2006 was a busy day for Washington County. The county library was holding it’s annual Stop Drop & Read
program in downtown Hagerstown and several other activities were going on in the area. The weather held out and
it was a beautiful day. Yet over 75 of the faithful came indoors to celebrate the 2006 No Smoking Youth Rally.
With plenty of food, fun and prizes the No Smoking Youth Club along with Teens Rejecting Abuse Smoking Habits
(TRASH) and the Girls Scouts Shawnee Council gave compelling and entertaining presentations to those in
attendance.
The No Smoking Youth Club gave a gripping presentation on the 53,000 people who die each year in the U.S. from
second hand smoke. Rally participants were told how many funerals would have to be attended each day for all
those that died from second hand smoke. Gospel Man, Jojo and the Deceiver, an act from Gateway Ministries, gave
an action packed show. The character Jojo had mixed feelings about smoking cigarettes. The Deceiver tried to
trick Jojo into smoking. Jojo prayed and Gospel Man showed up to the rescue. The Deceiver slipped into the
audience while Gospel Man was ministering to Jojo. The Deceiver then tried to trick rally goers and Gospel Man
took him to the ground. Then, TRASH called just about everybody out to the floor to do the Shaky Shaky Dance.
Almost everyone lined up during the “Win Mr. Andy’s Money” tobacco quiz contest. Over 50 people that signed in
and registered at the door were given a list of poisons added to tobacco. Contestants who memorized and recited
at least 10 chemicals on the list received $10 cash of Andy Smith’s own money he donates every year for the
contest. Contestants that went on to name all twenty items from the list received a larger prize. Consolation
prizes included a year’s supply of pencils or coffee mugs, hats and other items with a “don’t smoke” messages.
Adults received prizes that included Brother On The Move t-shirts. The contest almost boiled down to how many
members of TRASH, Girl Scouts or the No Smoking Youth Club could win the most top prizes. Because members of
TRASH also belong to the Youth Club or Girl Scouts there was no determination which group was the victor?
Brothers United Who Dare To Care sponsored the annual event with funding from the Maryland Department of
Health & Mental Hygiene’s Cigarette Restitution Fund Program. Other contributor’s were the Washington County
Health Department, Dr. Tanvir Pasha’s office and Jerry’s Sports.

The Shaky Shaky Dance; the Deceiver, Jojo and Gospel Man; and the Toxic Pizza presentations. You can see more No Smoking
Youth Rally photos in the back page PHOTO GALLERY. The No Smoking Youth Club will be having Multicultural presentations for
the youth during their June meetings, CALL!

JUNE 2006
The Washington County MOTA office brings you the
Minority Outreach Roundtable (MOR) Series
American Indian/Alaskan Native Table with Andy Smith, TUE 20th 6pm
Asian/Pacific Islanders Table with Jinji Djoken, WED 21st 6:30pm
African American/Black Table with Dr. Williams, THU 22nd 6pm
Spanish/Hispanic Table on the with Sila Alegret-Bartel, FRI 23rd 6pm
Come sit down at the Table with our Minority Affairs Team representatives and work on ways to
maximize success in reducing minority health disparities, increasing outreach to minority
communities and coalition building.
Minority consultants and speakers will moderate and facilitate discussions during the MOR Series
giving participants a vital perspective and strategies to helping the minorities of the table represented.
Representatives from Black, Hispanic, Asian and Native American people will be on hand to deal with
community health and minority outreach issues. Pick a Table or attend all four sessions. Sessions
are scheduled for different days. Anyone who wants to sit as representatives at these Tables should
do so in advance.
Contact: Brothers United Who Dare To Care for more information
301-393-9290, email: buwdtc@blackmenwhocare.org; website: www.blackmenwhocare.org

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY:
Below are pictures from the 2006 Youth Rally

Below are photos from the 2006 North Street School Reunion

