IF YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY
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This neighborhood newsletter is a Black publication. Subscription is free. Articles and remarks are welcomed. Contact: Brothers
nd
United Who Dare to Care, Inc. 131 W. North Avenue, Martin Luther King Community Center 2 Floor, Hagerstown, Maryland 21740.
Phone 301-393-9290. Website: www.blackmenwhocare.org.

WORD ON THE STREET
What happened to “Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.”? by Andy Smith
I have taken notice to a disrespectful trend here in our
nation. Perhaps in attempts to be politically correct or to
make issues more palatable, we have taken the liberty to
modify names and titles. I had received an email during the
Christmas holiday’s that brought to my attention that the
retail industry has taken the word “Christmas” out of the
store ads and displays. See if you find the word Christmas
in stores next holiday season. I was also informed that
Christmas trees are to be referred to as a “holiday tree”.
What sort of mess are we getting into? The United States of
America was established by Christians. Christian leaders
such as the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. helped to
make this nation a better place for all to be treated fair and
equal. The Rev. Dr. King and other Christian leaders
worked together to spread Christian salvation throughout
America and realized they could not do so in a nation that
was racially segregated. The Christian leaders addressed
the social justice issue at the time and spearhead successful
civil rights victories. Now it seems the reward for Dr. King’s
efforts will be that he is celebrated as “MLK Day”. No
reference to the ministerial title, “Reverend”. No
consideration for his “Doctorates” degree.
Former FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover boasted in private that
he never referred to Martin Luther King Jr. as Reverend or
Doctor. One political website paints a profile of Dr. King as
undeserving of his educational accomplishments. Why the
hate and disrespect? It is a pattern of our American culture,
to be sarcastic and disrespectful of any useful Christian
position. I don’t know why people fear or despise Christianity or the Christian representatives. Could it be the public
display and actions of prosperity preachers or the criminal behavior of some Christian leader? I know philosophy says,
“Don’t kill the messenger”. I say, “Stop killing the message”. Dr. King, the messenger, was killed. Don’t be a part of killing
his message. Give the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. the respect he honestly deserves for accomplishing his
mission, spreading the love of Christ.
(Pictured above is the portrait of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on display in the North Street School building).
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Scholarship Tea
The annual event honoring The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. will be held in the North Street School building (Martin
th
Luther King Jr. Community Center) on Sunday January 15 at 4pm. Proceeds from the event are contributed to a
scholarship fund for local high school graduates. Call the Memorial Recreation Center for tickets and more information or
how you may contribute 301-790-0203.

POWER TO THE PEOPLE!
Help Keep the Dream alive.
In recognition of Dr. Martin Luther King’s Birthday join us Monday, January 16, 2005 12pm to 6pm at Freedom Manor
10905 Livingston Road, Fort Washington, Maryland. Appearing with us will be Radio Talk Show Host and Executive
Producer, Jay Winter Nightwolf (WPFW – 89.3FM, Pacifica Foundation) and Ron Warren (Native American Flute
Recording Artist - Blue Heron Records). Help keep the Dream alive by donating clothes (new or almost new) and money
for fuel for the children and elders of the Rosebud American Indian Reservation in South Dakota an effort of The Web of
Life Enterprises (A Native American 501c3, www.WOLE.org) and Freedom Manor (www.FreedomManor.net). For more
information and directions email Nightwolf at nightwolfjw@aol.com or call Freedom Manor 301-203-0619.
HEALTH
Rally for “Smoke-free Indoor Air”
Plan to join us for a February 6, 2006 Monday 6:00pm to 8:00pm at Lawyer’s Mall (in front of the State House) Annapolis,
Maryland to show your legislators that you support a Smoke Free Maryland! Meet at St. Anne’s Church on Church Circle
prior to Rally for refreshments and information. Door opens at 5:00pm. Wear red to show your support! For more
information contact:
Betsy Vetter
American Heart Association
betsy.vetter@heart.org
800-284-6601

Danelle Avery
American Cancer Society
davery@cancer.org
800-787-4337

Kari Appler
Smoke Free Maryland
kari@smokefreemd.org
800-492-1056 x353

Heal Humanity Celebration
Come join us this Saturday January 14, 2006 at 6pm at the Sangha Café, 7014 Westmoreland Avenue Takoma Park,
Maryland (a few blocks from the Takoma Park Metro Station, just off Carroll Ave.)
The theme: “Making Dr. King’s Dream a Reality”. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was a man of divine principles who worked
tirelessly for a world based on peace, justice and equality. We celebrate his birthday every year but how are we working to
make the dream a reality. Come join us as we continue his
work to create a more enlightened human family. Join us
for:
 Discussion
 ‘Inner’tainment
 Healing Exercises
 Vegetarian Potluck
 Strategies for Progressive Change
Heal Humanity is a non-profit organization dedicated to
helping create an enlightened human family based on the
ideals of:
 World Peace
 Natural Living
 Universal Love
 Higher Consciousness
 Sustainable Development
 Peace, Balance, Love & Harmony
For more information contact Manifest Ra at 202-746-4537.

Back to Black History & Culture
“I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: We hold these truths to be
self-evident: that all men are created equal."
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Remember! Celebrate! Act! A Day On, Not A Day Off!
The Washington County Free Library’s theme for the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday.

Youth News
Hagerstown YMCA Black Achievers Gala
The Hagerstown YMCA Black Achievers Gala event will be held Saturday January 21, 2006 at the Four Points
Sheraton in Hagerstown, Maryland. The Black Achievers Gala is a semi-formal affair to honor Adult Achievers and
to salute this year’s Teen Achievers and adult mentors.
The Keynote speaker for the event will be Maryland’s Lt. Governor, Michael Steele. Employees from First Data
Merchant Services and State Farm Insurance will be honor during the event. Honoring Adult Achievers and
encourage the Teen Achievers to reach new horizons. Any citizen is encouraged to attend. Seating is limited.
Tickets will be available until January 18th and can be picked up at the YMCA for $25 ages 12 to Adult and $15 for
ages 4 to 11. Call 301-739-3990 for more information.
YMCA mission: To put Christian principles into practice through programs that build healthy spirit, mind and body for all.

Fast Friends Greyhound Rescue, Inc.
The following poem is from a dear friend of the community and the poem is posted on the website:
www.greytdogs.org. For more information visit the website or call 301-416-2028.
Fast Friends Greyhound Rescue is an organization dedicated to the protection and well being of retired racing dogs.
As a friend of the Ballwebers, I know that their humanitarian efforts go far beyond animal rescue and animal
adoption. The Ballwebers have been supporters, for a number of years, of the outreach efforts at Brothers United
Who Dare To Care. And, the couple has a fondness for helping children be successful. The poem is touching and
the principles expressed should apply in any adoption or foster care setting, animal or human.

“Greyhound Adopter's Pledge” by Hettie Ballweber
Whatever it takes, I will learn about you;
How you raced and ran as they cheered you through.
Your long history and character I'll study too.
I know it's the very least I can do.
Whatever it takes I'll provide for you,
From the soft cushy bed to the bones you chew.
I'll read all of the books about what you need,
And all the advice I promise to heed.
Whatever it takes I will do for you,
All the trips to the vet and the pet store too.
I'll do it all with a loving heart;
You deserve nothing less than a brand new start.
Whatever it takes I'll appreciate you,
For the joy that you bring and your loyalty too.
It's time you receive the love you have earned,
And what you have given should now be returned.
Whatever it takes I will honor you,
For the grand creature you are and your ancestors too.
I'll admire how you love and the way that you trust,
And show me the way to forgive the unjust.
Whatever it takes I will remember you;
"I'll be there with you when your life is through"
There's a place in my heart that's there just for you,
And we'll meet again someday with a joyful roooooo.......!

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY

Children shared a meal during the Christmas party sponsored by the Eastern Star at the North Street School. Worthy
Matron Bonnie Bell prepared the Christmas tree. All the children had a turn to visit Santa (played by Eric Campbell).
Children and parents stood for a group photo, Worshipful Master Eric Bell (center) joined in for the picture.

Manifest Ra (left) and others release a positive flow
during dance movement at the Heal Humanity
gathering in the Sangha Café in Takoma Park.

“The Brother On The
The Move” gear now available!
Hoodies, Shirts and Hats. Just in time for the winter weather.
You can have any of this Brother On The Move gear FREE with
a reasonable donation. Call 301-393-9290 to find out more.
(Designs printed by Jerry’s Sports corner of Franklin & Winter
Streets in Hagerstown, Maryland by the authority of Brothers
United Who Dare To Care).

