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WORD ON THE STREET
Certificate of Completion, Certificate of Deception or Email Hoax.
By Andy Smith
The following article is based on a series of emails circulating on the concerns of students leaving high school with a
Certificate of Completion, the U.S. Department of Education’s official response to the email and remarks from an interview
with the Washington County Board of Education.
(Below is one of the emails being circulated. Websites source:
http://urbanlegends.about.com/library/bl_certificate_of_completion.htm)
Subject: Certificate of Completion or Attendance
The "Certificate of Completion or Attendance" that is being offered in
lieu of high school diplomas, is a part of Bush's "No Child Left
Behind". This is how it works:
It is for students who are unable to pass both the Language Arts and Math portions of the
10th grade ISTEP. Students must take the same 10th grade test over in the 11th and 12th
grades until they pass both portions. If they are unable to pass the 10th grade test by
the 12th grade then they have two options:
1. Drop out and go to a GED program or,
2. accept a "Certificate of Completion" - it is NOT a diploma. Once a student accepts it,
they cannot ever get a diploma or a GED. A certificate of completion means that a student
can never (as long as they live):
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

go to
go to
go to
go to
go to
go to
get a

the armed services
college
trade school
journeyman's school
beauty school
culinary arts school
federal loan in their lifetime

This is the portion of NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND (2001) that Bush slipped in during the 2004
revision of the NCLB bill. It has not been publicized. At a high school in Indiana, in
2005, there were 87 seniors in the graduation class. Five got diplomas and 82 got
"Certificates of Completion".
This is being referred to as the "Paper Plantation". It is better for students to drop out
and get into a GED program so they may seek other forms of education, later in life, if
they desire to do so. All 50 states have "Certificates of Completion or Attendance".
Please pass this information along to EVERYONE you know who has school age children.
Clergy, please preach it from the pulpits. Our people MUST know this information. Thank
you & stay blessed.
(See the next page for the U.S. Department of Education’s response)

(Official response from the U.S. Department of Education about the Certificate of Completion Email. Source:
http://www.ed.gov/news/pressreleases/2006/05/05242006b.html)

PRESS RELEASES
Statement by Deputy Press Secretary Chad Colby Regarding "Certificate of Completion" Hoax Email
FOR RELEASE:
May 24, 2006 Contact: Chad Colby
(202) 401-1576
U.S. Department of Education Deputy Press Secretary Chad Colby today released the following statement regarding a
hoax e-mail being circulated:
False statements regarding graduation requirements and the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) are being
circulated via e-mail. These e-mails are inaccurate, could lead to misunderstanding, and need to be
corrected.
The hoax e-mails contain numerous inaccuracies, including the relationship between state graduation
requirements and No Child Left Behind, the ability to receive federal loans, and descriptions of state law
and schools in Indiana and Illinois.
Each state sets its own requirements for high school diplomas, General Educational Development tests
(GED) and "Certificates of Completion." NCLB does not change those state definitions, but does require,
for NCLB purposes, that states calculate a graduation rate that is based on a "regular high school
diploma." In practice, this means that a GED or "Certificate of Completion" does not count positively in the
graduation rate calculation.
Similarly, most colleges and most trade schools require a high school diploma or its equivalent for
entrance, so anyone holding a certificate of completion would need to go back and complete the
necessary academic requirements to get a diploma before they can apply for admission to the school, and
apply for federal student aid. This requirement existed before the No Child Left Behind Act.
In addition, according to Indiana officials, there are several inaccuracies about Indiana in the e-mails. For
example, there is not a Lake Ridge Elementary School in that state, nor did any Indiana high school issue
82 "Certificates of Course Completion." Rather, according to the Indiana Department of Education, the
maximum number of such certificates issued last year was 29, in a high school with 385 graduates.
According to Indiana education officials, a GED, a certificate of completion, a certificate of course
completion, or a certificate by any other name does not terminate a person's right to pursue a high school
diploma under Indiana law. There are similar inaccuracies about Illinois.
The e-mails also include the erroneous claim that NCLB was "revised" in 2004. In fact, NCLB was enacted
on January 8, 2002, and is not scheduled for reauthorization until 2007.
For additional information about the No Child Left Behind Act and other education initiatives, please visit
the Department's Web site at http://www.ed.gov.
For additional information, the general public may also call 1-800-USA-LEARN (872-5327).
Washington County Public Schools facts about the Certificate of Completion
The Washington County Board of Education graduated 1,375 students with High School
Diplomas in 2006 (742 with completer requirements to enter Universities in Maryland), 43
Students received Certificates of Completion in 2006 ( all students had learning
disabilities. 35 White students, 4 Black Students, 4 Hispanic students received the COC). The WCBOE’ s first goal is for
every student to earn a High School Diploma with a greater goal to receive a diploma with completer requirements to enter
Universities in Maryland. Washington County Board of Education source: Clyde Harrell, Director of Secondary Education.
(harrelcly@wcboe.k12.md.us)
Conclusion about the ‘Certificate of Completion’
It does not affect future eligibility for diploma or GED and it is not a permanent obstacle to attending college, etc. Domestic
Terrorism is not always presented by overt means of physical violence, it also takes the form of media propaganda
designed to stir conflict within social, economical and racial parameters. It is what it is. And what it achieves is on us.

Youth News
No Smoking Youth Club to restart in September
The No Smoking Youth Club will resume on September 3rd with a Club Picnic; that is open to youth and volunteers
interested in participating in the No Smoking Youth Club. The No Smoking Youth Club is a peer education program,
teaching youth the harmful effects of smoking and how to deal with second hand smoke in their living environments.
Former members and volunteers will be informed and accepted ahead of new applicants. The No Smoking Youth Club
will have openings for 15 members, and is fashioned towards youth ages 8-17 with openings for teen leaders. The No
Smoking Youth Club includes the following activities:
• Peer Round Table Sessions ( Rap Sessions)
• Multicultural and Health Presentations
• Educational and Cultural Field Trips
• Fellowship Meals & Dances
• LAST BUT NOT LEAST, LOTS OF FUN!!!!!!!!
Contact Toni Smith, Youth Club Leader (301) 393-9290

Back to Black History & Culture

Remember when the Boy’s Club was for boys?
The photo above is about 35 years old. The picture was from a field trip to Washington D.C. The group of boys where photographed
on the stairs of the Nation’s Capital with a politician and Boy’s Club leaders, copies where given to those who attended. You can
receive an 8X10 of this picture if you can identify 30 people in the picture. Andy Smith is one of those in the picture, find him in the
photo and receive a copy. An original copy can be viewed at our Anne Vesta Doleman Black Heritage Library, call (301) 393-9290.

SPEAK UP PHOTO GALLERY: The retreat to Rochester New York

Dr. Richard Williams and Andy Smith at Dr. Williams’ office and headquarters in Rochester New York. Dr. Williams hard at work as
Martin and Malcolm watch over. Below: members of the Rochester Fatherhood Resource Initiative. Rochester artist Edward Lester.

A sculpture by Artist Eddie Lester. The Williams “Boys to Manhood and Fatherhood” model. Andy at the grave of Frederick Douglas

Below Williams’ office wall includes photos with actor Charlton Heston, black activist/actor Jim Brown, and a German Chancellor.

The sign shown on the
left is a familiar beacon of
hope in Rochester, NY

