IF YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY

SPEAK UP!
SEPTEMBER 2005
This neighborhood newsletter is a Black publication. Subscription is free. Articles and remarks are welcomed. Contact: Brothers
nd
United Who Dare to Care, Inc. 131 W. North Avenue, Martin Luther King Community Center 2 Floor, Hagerstown, Maryland 21740.
Phone 301-393-9290. Website: www.blackmenwhocare.org.

WORD ON THE STREET
BLACKS IN BUSINESS
Serenity Dreadlocks, Braids & More
Owner: Chemise Broadus
Location: 50 Summit Avenue
Phone: 301-797-0005
Speak Up: Why hair? The question shop owner Chemise Broadus
was presented for this article.
Chemise: “I’m picky about my hair and I didn’t want run to the City
to get natural hair care...people should be able to get natural hair
right here in Hagerstown”.
Speak Up: “What is Natural Hair Care”?
Chemise: “No perms or chemicals. Locks, Twist and Braids”.
Chemise is the “Locktician” (dreadlock professional) at Serenity.
Working with her at Serenity is Shawnta Keefer and Tina Mitchell.
Shawnta says she is attending beauty school for her license.
There is a poster hanging in the shop titled “Sexual Exposure
Chart” the chart shows a comparison of how many sexual
partners a person has and the number of people they are
exposed to health wise. Chemise was asked if she would like
more health awareness information to display in her shop, she
quickly answered yes. She is not only interested in the cosmetic
needs of her customer, their well-being also. Chemise accepted
an offer to host a health awareness event to promote the
upcoming “Take a Loved One for a Check Up Day”. “The
Dagmar tenants can benefit from the event as well as my
customers”, said Chemise. Serenity just celebrated a “Grand
th
Opening” on August 30 that was attended by Hagerstown Mayor
Dick Trump and City officials Bruce Zimmerman and Karen Giffin.
2005 “Take a Loved One for a Check Up Day” Campaign.
The Maryland Health & Health Disparities is leading a statewide campaign to encourage individuals to take charge of their
health by visiting health professionals to help create health communities and reduce health disparities (problems) in
th
Maryland. Tuesday September 20 is “Take a Loved One for a Checkup Day”. The event is supported in Washington
County by the Brothers United Who Dare To Care office of Minority Affairs & Technical Assistance (MOTA) part of the
Maryland Department of Health & Mental Hygiene (DHMH) through a Cigarette Restitution Fund grant. The local MOTA
office is partnering with “Serenity Dreadlocks, Braids & More” to host an afternoon event in the Dagmar building in
downtown Hagerstown were the shop is located. Promotional gifts and refreshments will be available on Friday
rd
September 23 from 1pm to 4pm. Health education materials and information to help individuals get health care will be
distributed at the event. Individuals can sign up for additional information and future health events. Contact the Brothers
United Who Dare To Care office at 301-393-9290, for more information. Remember to visit “Serenity Dreadlocks, Braids
& More” on the day of the event. Good Health Needs Help, start with a checkup!

(Sign outside of the Sabbath Farms Thrift Shop on N. Prospect Street. Leader of the relief drive Darryl Echols)
Neighborhood organization Sabbath Farms leads a Relief effort for Hurricane victims.
Sabbath Farms, located in the Foy Media Center (former Moller Pipe Organ factory), is following through with an effort to
help Hurricane Katrina victims after being inspired with the idea from Darryl Echols. Echols, working with William Frazier
of Sabbath Farms and others, approached local black business owners using a list compiled by Brothers United Who Dare
To Care, and received a favorable response from the black business owners. Second phase of their operation was
notifying the twelve churches in the Jonathan Street neighborhood from the BUWDTC list. The third step was gathering
and delivering donations to Katrina victims. William Frazier said the final step is a report of the “Relief Drive”
accomplishments. Sabbath Farms, Inc is a non-profit 501(c) 3 organization and contributions are Tax Deductible. The
Sabbath Farms Thrift Shop is located at 403 N. Prospect Street in Hagerstown. Contact number 301-739-8787.
Community patron June Wright passed on.
June Wright, known lately for her campaign to help others get checked for cancer, leading programs like the Annual Colon
Cancer Awareness program and appearing in TV commercials that drew blacks to get involved. Wright also championed
the educational potential of young people with programs that awarded trust funds for education. A cancer victim herself,
Wright never allowed her the battle with the illness to control her life. She instead worked to help others have a better life.
June Wright was a contribution to her community and a solid influence to her family and friends.

POWER TO THE PEOPLE
Annual Black Talk Conference
th
Tentatively planned for Friday October 14 2pm to 6pm in the Bethel Gardens Community Center. The 2005 theme is
“Minority Affairs – Bringing it Together”. Minority Affairs Officers for the Black, Hispanic, Asian and Native people will be
on hand for the conference. Representatives from the Nation of Islam and the New Black Panther Party are invited to
share insight on the upcoming Million Man March anniversary. Radio talk show host Jay Winter Nightwolf will speak.
Black author and educator Dr. Richard Williams will be returning this year to give a presentation. Tall Timbers Estate
owner Eva Gober is invited to speak. Chief Minority Affairs Officer Andy Smith will preside over the event that is open to
the public. The conference is made possible through MOTA funding from the Maryland Department of Health & Mental
Hygiene. Reservations are limited. To attend, contact Brothers United Who Dare To Care at 301-393-9290.
Gateway at the Park 2005 Camp meeting
October 2 thru 9 at Gateway Ministries located Rt. 63 and Kemps Mill Rd in Williamsport Maryland. Special Guest
speakers include: Evangelist Jackie Smith; Pastor Armando Figueroa; Dr. Marion Spellmen; Evangelist/Singer Judy
Jacobs; Evangelist Harold Woodson; Evangelist Ron Scott Jr.; Singers/Songwriters David & Nicole Binion; Dr. Ron Philips.
Camp meeting schedule: Sundays 10am & 6pm; Monday – Friday 7pm; Saturday 6pm. Call 301-582-4595.
Washington County Hospital
The hospital is looking for some people in your neighborhood who would like to meet with them and share information
about what kinds of health information and education that you and your family need and want. These meeting will take
about 90 minutes and at a time convenient for you. Len Mosby will lead the meetings at a location in your neighborhood. A
meal will be provided and a small gift given to show their appreciation. To participate, contact Len Mosby at 301733-6269
or Becki Weir, Washington County Hospital at 301-790-8626.
Ekklesia Ministries has moved.
The ministry of Pastor Darin Mency has moved to 13024 Pennsylvania Avenue. No phone number listed.

Youth News
Hagerstown Black Achievers group and the pop singing group Destiny’s Child

Members of the Hagerstown YMCA’s Black Achievers program had a rare opportunity to take a group photo with
the popular singing trio Destiny’s Child at a concert in Hershey Park.

11 year old the first to receive a Free Computers for Back to School.
Jarvel Fostion 11, was the first to receive a computer after he excelled through a two-hour training exercise that
involved a testing of his knowledge in basic computer electronics and safety, computer installation and setup.
Participants are required to complete 10 hours of Computer Training or have equivalent, volunteer 10 hours in the
community. You too can receive a free refurbished computer. Past BUWDTC Computer Training certificate holders
and Youth Computer Training participants are eligible. College Students will also be given priority. Call 301-3939290. The program is made possible by computers donated from the Washington County Government, local
businesses and private citizens.

SPEAK Up!
Food for Thought
An interesting set of letters dated August 24, 2005 from City of Hagerstown Director of Economic Development, Deborah
A. Everhart read, “The Economic Development Office for the City of Hagerstown is pleased and excited to announce that
we are compiling an inventory of minority business owners and operators in Hagerstown…” One of the two letters opens
with, “Dear Minority-Owned Business” and the other letter opens, “Dear Women-Owned Business Enterprise”. Each letter
has a definition of what a minority business is. The one “By definition a minority businesses is made up of a business that
is 51% owned and operated by a minority”, the other “By definition a minority businesses is made up of a business that is
51% owned by a woman”.
So I am led to think that a white couple that has a business that the wife has 51% of the ownership, the business is a
“Minority Business”. Does the one definition mean that a business owned by a white couple can compete and use minority
business resources that should help Black, Hispanic, Asian and Native owned Businesses?
Did you know that a white person exiled from South Africa and given U.S. Citizenship is an African-American who qualifies
for assistance for African-Americans?
The point. Who is going to be given priority over the resources to help “Minority” owned businesses? Food for Thought.
Andy Smith, Editor

Todd Hall, MOTA Community Outreach Worker, takes questions from Jamaican Festival goers. The Washington County
Hospital Association gave free health screenings at this year's Jamaican Festival at Hagerstown’s Wheaton Park.

The “Elks Parade” still draws a crowd on Hagerstown’s Jonathan Street. The event is an annual neighborhood tradition.

MOTA Director and Chief Minority Affairs Officer Andy Smith (below) participated in the free Vascular Screening given at
the Martin Luther King Jr. Center, location of Brothers United Who Dare To Care office. The Washington County Hospital
with a grant from the local Washington County Health Department, hired Life Line Screenings (the nation’s leading
vascular screening service) to provide the free screenings in the predominantly black neighborhood. The free screenings
is part of the Department of Health & Mental Hygiene (DHMH) statewide effort to reduce minority health disparities.

Angela Smith, MOTA Community Outreach Worker (right photo) was on hand at the Vascular Screenings with free health
information and free promotional items. Forms to sign up and receive information about future health events and activities
can always be found at the Minority Outreach & Technical Assistance (MOTA) table announcing programs like the
th
upcoming “Get a Loved One a Checkup Day” on September 20 . Look for the table outside Serenity Dreadlocks, Braids &
More (Dagmar Building) September 23 rd at 1pm. Join us for free refreshments and more on bettering your health.

