
 

 

IF YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY 

SPEAK UP!SPEAK UP!SPEAK UP!SPEAK UP!    
OCTOBER 2005 

This neighborhood newsletter is a Black publication.  Subscription is free.  Articles and remarks are welcomed. Contact: Brothers 
United Who Dare to Care, Inc. 131 W. North Avenue, Martin Luther King Community Center 2

nd
 Floor, Hagerstown, Maryland 21740.  

Phone 301-393-9290.  Website: www.blackmenwhocare.org. 

 

WORD ON THE STREET 
 

     
 
“No Child Left Behind – a Tribute to the Late Mrs. Ruthann Monroe” by Andy Smith  
“No child left behind” is a national law and also a golden rule Mrs. Ruthann Monroe lived by.  Ms. Ruthann, as I called her, 
spent her life working with children.  Her work as a preschool teacher and Sunday school teacher, led her to become the 
director of the neighborhood youth center and Superintendent of her Sunday school. Fitting for a woman with a large family 
of children and grand children.  Ms. Ruthann did what she could to give young people something positive to do.  She 
worked hard to keep the Memorial Recreation Center operating, so young people could have a place to go.  At the center 
Ms. Ruthann could often be found upstairs surrounded by a group of children, boys and girls, engaged in a cooking activity 
or other learning activity.  I myself had the good fortune of walking in on a session when chicken backs were being cooked.  
Other times, Ms. Ruthann was organizing the summer basketball league that enjoyed 25 years under her care.  Then there 
were the times Ms. Ruthann spent out back of the center with John Williams getting the swimming pool ready for another 
season. Despite challenges in funding her programs, Ms. Ruthann continued to help whatever child walked through the 
doors of the center or onto the basketball court at Wheaton Park and the North Street School gym.  Ms. Ruthann has 
impacted many lives in such a way that she will continue to live on.  My wish for her family is, the peace in knowing that the 
good work she has done in others is reflected in the lives of her children and the many other lives she had touched.  My 
hope is that we will rise to the occasion to continue Ms. Ruthann's work at the Memorial Recreation Center so that the 
center will continue to operate and thrive. The Memorial Recreation Center will need more than just your money to 
continue and thrive.  The center needs what Mrs. Ruthann Monroe did for the program.  No Child Left Behind.   
(A 7-minute movie of Ms. Ruthann’s speech at her retirement banquet at the Plaza Hotel is available on CD-ROM in the 
library at the Brothers United Who Dare To Care office; call 301-393-9290.  You can also view the movie in our office.) 



 

 

Planners and Organizers needed for the 2006 National Black Talk Conference. 
Brothers United Who Dare To Care will continue to host a component of the Black Talk Conference in Hagerstown.  The 
Black Talk Community Forum and Fellowship Meal will continue as a local event.  The Annual Black Talk Conference will 
become a national event.  The first National Black Talk Conference is being planned at a hotel resort close to an Indian 
Reservation.  The Annual Black Talk Conference will be held in October the during the Pow Wow season.  Planning 
contractors are being sought for the conference.  Contact the Brothers United Who Dare To Care office 301-393-9290 or 
email buwdtc@blackmenwhocare.org attention: 2006 National Black Talk Conference.  All other inquiries for the National 
Black Talk Conference should write: Brothers United Who Dare To Care 131 W. North Avenue, 2

nd
 fl. MLK Jr. Community 

Center Hagerstown Maryland 21740.  Save the date: October 2006 National Black Talk Conference. 
 

Youth News 
 

Local effort to form a “Miracle League” in this Area. (Submitted by Miranda Lewis) 
I am trying to start a Miracle League Baseball league here in the Washington County area. For those of you who are 

not familiar with Miracle League it is a baseball league for children with disabilities. We need community 

involvement and support to get this up and running. There are many children in this area with disabilities that would 

benefit greatly from a program such as this. I myself have a son with disabilities. He is my main focus for starting 

this league. Anyone interested in helping or getting involved in anyway please contact Miranda Lewis at 301-302-

9856.  Visit the website: www.miracleleague.com for more information.  To form a Miracle League: 

Join the National Miracle League Association; Request a Miracle League starter 
kit; Build support team in your community; Raise funding for your field; Build 
your Miracle League field; Organize your teams; Play Ball! 

 

 

 

Everything is Fair! (A Declaration of Independence) By Jade Smith* 
I, Jade Smith, am writing to declare that people of all races are free to do as they please within the limits of 

the American law.  Women and men are equal.  No man or woman should be forced to do something they don’t want 

to do.  Everyone has the freedom of speech.  At the appropriate times, everyone’s voice shall be heard.  

Over the years, women and people of color were treated different from white men.  From this day on women 

and people of color are to do as they please and are allowed to fight for their rights.  Any man or woman shall be 

punished for breaking the laws. 

African men and woman have the right to run as a representative of America.  I Jade Smith, a citizen of the 

United States of America declare every state in America independent and free at all times. 
 
*Note: I was using the bathroom at home when Jade knocked on the door and said, “Look at my declaration of 
independence.”  I opened the door and accepted her “declaration”, which I thought was a bold action, being that it was 
allowance time at the Smith house and she had not even received hers yet.  I looked over her declaration and I was 
impressed and asked her if she wanted to submit it for the Youth News section.  She said yes and there you have it.  Last 
year Jade told me that she wants to attend Harvard Law School.  I do believe she is serious.  I think there is still an 
opening on the U.S. Supreme Court.  What are her chances? 



 

 

SPEAK Up! 
The time is now, Get Busy!  
Rosa Parks will lie in state in the 
Capital Rotunda in Washington 
D.C., Washington County is 
forming a Muslim Student 
Association and Hagerstown has a 
Black elected official, Alesia 
Parson-McBean.  It is little known 
that I shared a prophetic message 
about coming change during a 
special segment of the February 
22, 2005 Hagerstown City Council 
Meeting.  At the February meeting, 
the City of Hagerstown gave a 
written Proclamation for Black 
History Month, and allowed our 
group to show a short movie 
feature summarizing the Civil 
Rights Movement.  The program 
was aired on the City’s government 
cable access channel.  There was 
no local media report for the 
message I shared titled, “Change 
is going to come”.  Surely change 
has arrived.  More hope to promote 
diversity and tolerance in our 
community is solidifying.  We 
recently contacted an organization 
that studies communities and helps 
to make them more diverse.  The 

organization is within and hour 
from this area.  Progress is often 
challenged with opposition and as 
our city literally grows, our conflicts 
emerge as well.  Anonymous 
threats against the popular 
Mummer’s Parade in Hagerstown, 
and a 15 year-old student packing 
a pistol during a scuffle at school 
are alarming indicators of 
resistance to diversity. Our office 
still gets threatening hate mail.  We 
refuse to give insecure hate 
mongers the media attention we 
had in the past.  Hate mongers 
fear equality and change. 
Insecurity craves attention. Hateful 
people seeking attention can use 
the media. Instead, look at the 
progressive change our community 
is making during these turbulent 
times of growth.  Growth is good if 
everyone is given the opportunity 
for positive growth.  Better schools 
are needed; better wages and 
affordable healthcare must be a 
part of growth.   We still do not 
have a citizen cable access 
television channel, even though the 

County Government is in a 
bargaining position to help the 
citizens get a channel.  A citizen 
cable access channel will give the 
citizens the opportunity to 
broadcast programs when the local 
newspaper and news station 
refuse to cover events like the 
February presentation at City Hall.  
The government channel provided 
exclusive coverage of the event. 
Citizens should have the same 
diverse opportunity to use cable 
access television.  A local youth 
center is in need of resources to 
continue its success.  We do not 
need to wait for help to arrive or 
change to come.  Change has 
happened and you are the help.  
When people step up and get 
involved, we can outweigh the 
conflicts and minimize the 
challenges our community must 
deal with.  The time is now.  Get 
busy! 

Andy Smith, Editor 
 

POWER TO THE PEOPLE! 
 

JOBS 
 
Hagerstown Community College has the following Positions Available: 
Full-time Accounting Associate #06-027, $12.16 - $13.99/hour 
Full-time 10-month Kindergarten Teacher #06-028, $19,764 - $22,729 annual 
Multiple Part-time Teaching positions available – Registered Nursing Program 
HCC, Maryland’s fasting growing community college has a student body of over 5000 of which 11% are students of color.  
HCC seeks to create a work environment and organization culture that reflects diversity.   
Contact the Human Resources Office, HCC, 301-790-2800,ext. 280 or 243, or visit www.hagerstowncc.edu.  
Washington County Government – Positions Available: 
Motor Equipment Operator – Highway Department, Salary $22,044 
Plant Operator Trainee – Water Quality Department, Salary $22,044 
For application and job description contact the Washington County Human Resources Department, 240-313-2357, Voice 
or 240-313-2077, TDD or visit the website at www.washco-md.net. 
 

Brother On The Move!Brother On The Move!Brother On The Move!Brother On The Move!    
Look for “Brother On The Move” 
apparel that will be available in time 
for Holiday shopping.  Shirts starting 
at just $15 to raise funds for the 
National Black Talk Conference will 
be available locally and nationally. 

The Brothers United Who Dare To Care logo,  
“Brother On The Move” tm is being made on t-
shirts, jersey and hats.  Don’t be out without your 
BOTM gear.  Call our office at 301-393-9290 
or visit our website: www.blackmenwhocare.org



 

 

Dr. Richard Williams (Rochester, N.Y) delivers a presentation as on-lookers take note during the 2005 Black Talk 
Community Forum & Fellowship Meal.  Dr. Williams serves as a Minority Affairs and Health consultant for BUWDTC. 

 
 
Jay Winter Nightwolf waits to join in as Professor William Emanuel and Andy Smith listen to Dr. Williams.   

  
                 
(Below) Elizabeth Chung (Asian Minority Affairs), Pastor Victor Fowlkes (Faith Based Minority Affairs) and Professor 
Emanuel (Minority Youth consultant).  Williams, Nightwolf, Chung, Smith, Emanuel and Fowlkes are members of the 
Minority Affairs Team offering diverse representation to the community. For more information call 301-393-9290.  

                                 
 
Brothers United Who Dare To Care wishes to thank everyone who was a part of this year’s “Black Talk Community Forum 
& Fellowship Meal”.  There is plans for a National Black Talk Conference (read this month’s article). 


