IF YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY

SPEAK UP!
MARCH 2005
This community newsletter is a Black publication. Subscription is free. Articles and remarks are welcomed. Contact: Brothers United
nd
Who Dare to Care, Inc. 131 W. North Avenue, Martin Luther King Community Center 2 Floor, Hagerstown, Maryland 21740. Phone
301-393-9290. Pager: 301-745-2000. Website: www.blackmenwhocare.org.

WORD ON THE STREET
“Blacks Don’t Turn Out to Vote?” by Andy Smith.
A report is out that voters registered to vote at Bethel
Gardens do not turn out to participate in the elections. The
report cast the notion that most registered voters in the
Jonathan Street neighborhood do not vote and did not
support the last black candidate that ran for office. The
report did not compare the differences in the voting trend
between whites and blacks or the voting turnout of blacks
citywide or countywide. Statistically most registered voters
participate in Presidential elections and most other times
do not participate in local elections. Some people are
registered because they were pressured into registering
and never felt compelled to actually vote. Voting is an
opportunity for those who are eligible to participate in the
electoral process. Here are some voter basics that may be
helpful: Get know WHO the candidates are; know WHAT
issues the candidates support or stand for; know HOW the
candidates are going to make your life better; Then know
WHEN and WHERE you should vote. The black vote may
be able to nominate and elect a black candidate or even determine the winner of the race for mayor. Former School Board
candidate Princeton Young needed only a couple hundred votes to be nominated and former Mayor Robert Bruchey lost by
less than a hundred votes. Alesia Parson and Pastor Haru Carter are black city council candidates that stand a chance of
being the first blacks elected if the black vote can be a determining factor when the registered voters participate in the
elections. An Alesia Parson campaign sign reads “Not Business As Usual”. Will the black vote be ‘business as usual’, or
will blacks turnout to vote?
Black Group applies for City’s Community Development Block Grant funds to develop program and policy to
promote Unity, Respect & Tolerance.
Brothers United Who Dare To Care has moved on from the State of Maryland Minority Outreach & Technical Assistance
(MOTA) program to offer technical assistance on a local level due to the groups increase response to racism,
discrimination and diversity issues. The move came after the group met with City and Police officials to work together to
put a plan in place to intervene and prevent explosive race issues and help foster Unity, Respect and Tolerance
throughout the City of Hagerstown. BUWDTC has not yet heard from the City in response to their request for CBDG
funds. The application for Community Development Block Grant Funds states that HUD’s national objectives include: At
least 70% of project expenditures must benefit low and moderate income persons and that a maximum of 30% of project
expenditures can aid in the prevention or elimination of blight. The City’s CBDG proposal last year included a request to
use $150,000 for a parking deck in downtown Hagerstown’s Arts & Entertainment section while former CBDG recipient the
Memorial Recreation Center was removed from the Grant, this turn of events occurred after Community Development
director Lauren Bayer took charge.
Help our cause! Order your “Speak Up!” and “Black Men Who Care” hats and T-Shirts call 301-393-9290

POWER TO THE PEOPLE
th

“Million Man March” – 10 Anniversary.
Tentatively planned for October 16, 2005 in Washington DC. The Anniversary gathering will address a “plan or blueprint”
for gatherers to address economic concerns. The Honorable Minister Louis Farrakhan has picked the National Chairman
of the New Black Panther Party, Attorney Malik Zulu Shabazz to be a Co-Convener of the Million Man March – 10 Year
anniversary.
JOB LISTINGS
Washington County Government - Positions Available:
Office Associate, Planning & Community Development $22,044
Field Associate, Emergency Mgt Project Aware – Emergency Services $22,044
Utility Worker II, Water Quality $22,044
Collections/Distribution Operator Trainee, Water Quality $23,808
For application and job description contact the Washington County Human Resources Department, 240-313-2357, Voice
or 240-313-2077, TDD or visit the website at www.washco-md.net.
Hagerstown Community College:
Food Services Worker (Part-Time) Grade 2 $8.67 - $9.97 per hour
Customer Services Representative, Student Connection Center (Part-Time) Grade 3 $9.40 - $10.81 per hour
Submit application materials to the Human Resources Office, Hagerstown Community College, 11400 Robinwood Drive,
Hagerstown, Maryland 21742-6590, 301-790-2800, Extension 280 or 243 or visit www.hagerstowncc.edu.
Washington County Free Library – Employment Opportunities:
“Public Relations and Programming – Associate Librarian II” Salary start $27,231
Contact Administration Office, Washington County Free Library at 301-739-3250 ext.128 or visit: www.washcolibrary.org.
HOUSING
Point at Smithsburg Apartments.
38 unit apartment complex consisting of 2 and 3 bedroom units. All units have central air and heat pump.
The property is financed by USDR, Rural Development and is an Equal Opportunity Provider. Rental assistance is
available for those who qualify. Contact the community manager at 301-824-2528.

SPEAK UP!
Letters to the Editor:
Dear respected member of the Community:
It is with a full heart that I solicit your support for a “Civil Rights Remembrance and Unity Celebration” to be held on March
8, 2005 at the Elk’s Lodge #278 from 8-11pm. You can be instrumental in supporting this celebration by showing “your
face in the place” and watching the election results with a community that loves, unifies and rally’s to support one another.
You can also assist us by lending your financial support or by committing to bring a covered dish. Please let us bring it
together once again. We will not allow the sacrifices of our past to be forgotten nor will we allow our new challenges to go
without recognition. For more information please feel free to contact me at 240-420-6510.
Thanks for you support,
Mr. Eric “Bird” Campbell
To the Editor:
In great response to your news article that was put out in the October/November 2004 issue. You mentioned about the
torn shingles, fire and etc. and about unsupervised children hanging out in the back of the North Street School building.
You seem to forget that I, Moses Norris Jr. the Caretaker of Wheaton Park, also have similar problems at the Park.
Teenagers smoking drugs at the park; throwing liquor bottles at the Park residence; tearing pickets out of the Bandstand
railing; plus, graffiti on pavilion tables and cutting the rubber coating off the metal pavilion tables. These teenagers are
someone’s children, grandchildren or perhaps great-grandchildren. So what I would like to know. How are they going to be
“OUR FUTURE”?
Mr. Moses Norris Jr.
(Moses, 52 has recently left to join his National Guard unit in Iraq for a tour of duty. We wish for his safe return and pray
for his safety and that of all our troops).

HPAC to meet with City of Hagerstown for Citizens Cable Broadcast Channel.
Approaching one year since the Hagerstown Public Access Corporation asked the City of Hagerstown to request the
Public channel from Antietam Cable Company per the City’s Cable Franchise Agreement. The City had not move forward
on the request citing “financial” reason. Citizen Cable channels are normally supported with funding from Cable Franchise
Fees and PEG Fees. PEG stands for Public, Education and Government. The City of Hagerstown has operated a
channel for government use going on two years and has since increased its programming efforts since HPAC had
requested use of a citizen’s channel. The Public School System and Hagerstown Community College has shared a
channel for over a year. HPAC leaders hope that the City will at least request a channel be designated. The channel can
empower the citizens of Hagerstown. Non-profit groups such as HPAC will offer to raise money to manage the channel.

THANK YOU
Thanks to Allegheny Dental, Ethel Brown, Arnetta Doleman, Jiggs Dotson, Minnie Mae Johnson, Carolyn Norse and Eddie
Smith for their monthly contribution of magazines and books. A special thanks to Tom Donlon for the donation of 10 Video
Training tapes and several magazines on Videography. Tom’s contribution will help build a training program for those
interested in Videography and producing video footage for broadcast on the citizens cable broadcast channel. Thanks to
our readers and those that submit information and articles for our newsletter. Thanks always to the people who volunteer
and contribute to our neighborhood.

AJAMU & MWAMBA: Myths and Facts
“What the New Black Panthers Want, What The New Black Panthers Believe” (Submitted by Mwamba
Raheem, Secretary BUWDTC)
New Black Panther Party 10 point program
1. We want freedom. We want the power to practice self-determination, and to determine the destiny of our community
and THE BLACK NATION.
2. We want full employment for our people and we demand the dignity to do for ourselves what we have begged the white
man to do for us.
3. We want tax exemption and an end to robbery of THE BLACK NATION by the CAPITALIST. We want an end to the
capitalistic domination of Africa in all of its forms: imperialism, criminal settler colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism, sexism,
zionism, Apartheid and artificial borders.
4. We want decent housing, fit for shelter of human beings, free health-care (preventive and maintenance). We want an
end to the trafficking of drugs and to the biological and chemical warfare targeted at our people.
5. We want education for our people that exposes the true nature of this devilish and decadent American society. We want
education that teaches us our true history/herstory and our role in the present day society.
We believe in an educational system that will give our people “a knowledge of self.” If we do not have knowledge of self
and of our position in society and the world, then we have little chance to properly relate to anything else.
6. We want all Black Men and Black Women to be exempt from military service.
7. We want an immediate end to POLICE HARRASSMENT, BRUTALITY and MURDER of Black People. We want an end
to Black-on-Black violence, “snitching,” cooperation and collaboration with the oppressor.
8. We want freedom for all Black Men and Black Women held in international, military, federal, state, county, city jails and
prisons.
9. We want all Black People when brought to trial to be tried in a court by a jury of their peer group or people from their
Black Communities, as defined by white law of the Constitution of the United States.
10. WE DEMAND AN END TO THE RACIST DEATH PENALTY AS IT IS APPLIED TO BLACK AND OPPRESSED
PEOPLE IN AMERICA. WE DEMAND FREEDOM FOR ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS OF THE BLACK RED AND
BROWN NATION!
For full the Ten-Point Platform or to join the New Black Panther Party write: P.O. Box 4481 Washington DC 20017,
Website: www.newblackpanther.com or email: info@newblackpanther.com.

Street Vendor Ronald Scott takes his cart “Street Dawgs” to the Streets of Hagerstown. Scott’s cart can be found along
the Jonathan Street corridor or anywhere downtown. If you don’t see him, call 240-291-1192. Scott would be interested in
outdoor neighborhood events and activities. Alesia Parson supports display campaign sign.

This Historical Chart and other Black History Education Materials were available at Black History Program put on at the
North Street School - Martin Luther King Center by People of Color Institute and Pastor Darin Mency, Ekklesia Ministries.

Elder William Frazier (center) lectured at the Contemporary Art Gallery/School during their Year of Black History program.
Scooter receives health information and a bite to eat at Greater Campher Temple’s (King’s Apostle Church) Health Fair.

