
 

 

IF YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY 

SPEAK UP!SPEAK UP!SPEAK UP!SPEAK UP!    
JULY 2005 

This neighborhood newsletter is a Black publication.  Subscription is free.  Articles and remarks are welcomed. Contact: Brothers 
United Who Dare to Care, Inc. 131 W. North Avenue, Martin Luther King Community Center 2

nd
 Floor, Hagerstown, Maryland 21740.  

Phone 301-393-9290.  Website: www.blackmenwhocare.org. 

 

WORD ON THE STREET 
 

        
(Summer League participants and spectators watch as Pastor Mency presents Mrs. Ruthann Monroe with a plaque) 
Basketball program honors Mrs. Ruthann Monroe.  
Over a hundred people gathered at Wheaton Park to honor Mrs. Ruthann Monroe for her contribution to the Wheaton Park 
Summer League Basketball program.  The program is one of the longest running youth basketball leagues in the County 
and at one point the City of Hagerstown had made an offer to move the program to the Fairgrounds Park.  The 
significance of the program is that is also one of the longest standing institutions held in Hagerstown’s historical black 
Jonathan Street neighborhood.  The program is over twenty-five years old and generations of children male and female 
have had the opportunity to play in this league.  The Memorial Recreation Center, under Mrs. Monroe has solidified that 
the league will continue to be a program that all children can look forward to participating in each summer.  The tribute was 
led by West Virginia University senior and Hagerstown native Shaun Bowers.  Bowers struggled with the effort to have the 
summer basketball program named after Monroe.  Shaun took on a mission to manifest this project before the program 
was too far in to the summer.  Shaun wanted a banner to visibly be displayed on Wheaton Park signifying the basketball 
league and with Mrs. Ruthann Monroe’s name. On Sunday June 26

th
 that vision became a reality.  The summer league 

basketball players, coaches and spectators witnessed the program being named and dedicated the “Annual Ruthann V. 
Monroe Summer Basketball League”.  In a ceremony opened in prayer by Pastor Darin Mency, Mrs. Monroe was 
presented with a plaque in recognition for her service to the league.     
 
MADE program takes on project to open a Black History Museum and Culture Center. 
The BUWDTC Minority Affairs & Diversity Education program is taking on a joint venture to acquire a building that can 
serve as a black history museum and hold community offices for groups that can help promote black history and culture.  
The effort is viewed as one that can increase tourism in Washington County and help with the revitalization efforts in the 
Jonathan Street neighborhood.   The project has drawn interest of local and state officials.  A committee will be formed to 
oversee this project, anyone who desires to serve on this committee should contact the Brothers United Who Dare To 
Care office at 301-393-9290 or email: made@blackmenwhocare.org. Help eliminate social segregation and cultural 
extinction.  



 

 

POWER TO THE PEOPLE 
 

“The Parent/Child Computer Training Program”.  
Victoria Weedon and her son Dayshawn completed the 
“Parent/Child Computer Training” class in an accelerated 
session because of her son’s experience with computers 
from the Head Start of Washington County program.  The 
Training offers basic computer use and rules for computer 
use for the pre-school aged children.  The training 
component for the parents include basic electronic safety, 
keyboard and mouse lessons, internet safety/security and 
basic computer installation/setup.  The program requires 
that the parent accompanies children under age seven.  
Children ages 7 to 12 can attend the computer lab 
sessions but must have an adult enroll in the program if 
they wish to receive a free computer.  Victoria and 
Dayshawn received a free computer that was refurbished 
and the computer is Internet capable.  The free computers 
are donated by private companies that include Wright 
Gardner Insurance Company and Jay Jamison Accounting.  

The Washington County Government has contributed over 50 Pentium based computers to the program as well as the 
office space that houses the program in the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center.  The computer lab is part of the 
Resource Center in the Minority Affairs & Diversity Education program.  Currently about a dozen neighborhood youth are 
enrolled in the program.  The program brought some of the unsupervised children off of the streets and into a structured 
program, however classes were suspended since the last week of June after the air conditioning units were damaged in a 
power failure at the building.  The computer classes and normal office activities will resume after the window air 
conditioning units are repaired or replaced.  Please call the Brothers United Who Dare To Care office at 301-393-9290 if 
you or your organization would like to help with the air conditioning units. 

 
Preston family thanks community for their support. 
Mrs. Hazel Preston asked our newsletter to thank the community for their support during the lost of husband, father and 
community servant John (Johnny) Preston.  Mrs. Preston gives a special thanks to their Elks/Mason family.  
 

JOB LISTINGS 
APPLES for Children – New Job Posting 
Child Development Specialist – Part-time 
Send resume to APPLES for Children, 6 West Washington Street, Hagerstown Maryland 21740. 
Brothers United Who Dare To Care – Contract Work 
Community Outreach Worker (Part-time) $10/hour 
Available for immediate opening, some local and regional travel required. 
To apply contact: Andy Smith, Brothers United Who Dare To Care. 131 West North Avenue, Hagerstown, Maryland 21740.  
301-393-9290. 
Head Start of Washington County – Position Announcement 
Infant/Toddler Senior Staff Teacher  (Two positions at Elgin Station) - $10.69 to $12.02 /hour 
Infant/Toddler Center Based Teacher  (Two positions at MLK Center) - $10.69 to $15.25/hour 
To apply contact: Human Resources, Head Start of Washington County, Inc. 325 West Memorial Boulevard, Hagerstown, 
Maryland, 21740. Phone 301-733-0088. 
Washington County Government – Positions Available: 
Motor Equipment Operator I – Highway Department, Salary $22,044 
For application and job description contact the Washington County Human Resources Department, 240-313-2357, Voice 
or 240-313-2077, TDD or visit the website at www.washco-md.net. 
Washington University in St. Louis – Full Medical Scholarship (John B. Ervin Scholars Program) 
The students that are chosen will be awarded full tuition for four years ($30,000 per year) plus a $2,500 stipend. 
For complete instructions and deadlines for applying, call the office of undergraduate Admissions at 1-800-638-0700. 
The University pays all travel and interview expenses of all finalists selected to be interviewed.  Bruce Montgomery.  

 
HOUSING 

You Can Be a Homeowner! 
The Hagerstown Home Store offers free workshops.  The July workshops are Saturday July 9th, 9am to11am and 
Thursday June 21

st
, 6pm to 8pm.  Seating is limited, so please call to register at 301-797-0900 or come to the downtown 

Hagerstown office on 21 East Franklin Street.  Visit their website www.hagerstownhomestore.org. 



 

 

Youth News 

 

Youth Computer Training/Mentor classes suspended. 
Air Conditioner failure has brought the program to a halt.  The program has over a dozen neighborhood kids that 

had been receiving, under the guidance of trained and certified volunteers, free computer training and mentoring.   

Participants receive training in Basic Keyboarding, Computer/Electronic Safety, Computer & Internet Security and 

Basic Computer Science.  Those that complete the training will receive a certificate and will be eligible to receive a 

free refurbished computer. Registration, Parental/Guardian permission, and Computer Lab Orientation are required.  

The project will resume when we get the A/C units fixed or replaced.  Call 301-393-9290 to help out.  

 

Smoking Awareness presentation drew over 120 to Wheaton Park. 
In a training held at Wheaton Park on June 27th, Professor Emanuel gave a gripping presentation to an audience of 

Summer Camp members, Youth Counselors and invited members of the neighborhood.  Emanuel showed visuals of 

how tobacco use and smoking can harm non-smokers as well as smokers.  Participants were allowed to interact in the 

training.  A survey used made young people aware that underage smoking is not only harmful; it is also breaking the 

law.  Each participant was challenged to get involved in lowering the impact of tobacco use and second-hand smoke.  

Participants were given a health education packet, a free t-shirt (designed by contest winner Terri Jones).  The 

program was sponsored by the Memorial Recreation Center through funding from the Washington County Health 

Department’s Cigarette Restitution Fund Program.  

 

 



 

 

Local black business leaders met with the Frederick County African-American Chamber of Commerce to discuss a 
possible expansion to a Western Maryland African-American Chamber of Commerce to include Hagerstown. 

 
 
Deborah Chapter #12 held a program at the Elks Lodge #278 in Hagerstown to honor Past Matrons & Patrons. Worthy 
Matron Bonnie Bell and Worthy Patron Emmett Holman awarded Arnetta Doleman and other Past Matrons & Patrons. 

 
 
Jim Stone (left) and Josie Smith joined in the 3

rd
 Annual Fishing at Pangborn Park for children, seniors and people with 

disabilities.  Len Hendershot organized the event that was attended and supported by MD Senator Donald Munson. 

 
 


