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WORD ON THE STREET 

 

“Volunteers Needed” by Andy Smith 
Non-profit organizations, that work to and better our 
community, thrive with peoplepower.  I steered away from 
the word “manpower” because on the average, women 
volunteer more than men.  That fact was the reason for 
starting Brothers United Who Dare To Care.  Men, we 
need to represent.  The excuse that the man is off working 
and does not have the time to volunteer is rubbish.  Men 
do volunteer; unfortunately some men volunteer and jump 
on board of director post for their own personal ambitions.  
It looks nice on a resume or the position makes them look 
important.  Also, another said fact about men volunteers is 
that some volunteer organizations will put some fool in 
charge just because he’s a man! 
I said all that to get to this point.  We need everyone 
capable to volunteer. 
In the Jonathan Street neighborhood the Memorial 
Recreation Center could do wonders if some of the parents 
that send their children to the center regularly would 
volunteer at least five hours a month.  Churches in the 
Jonathan Street area meet several times a week to bring 
valuable and spiritual service to our community, do so on 
the volunteer work of couple dozen members. 
Are you aware that Latter Day Saints members give two 
years of volunteer service to the missionary field? 
Wouldn’t it be nice if every church or club member would 
serve five hours a month to make our neighborhood 
better?  
Members at Brothers United Who Dare To Care must 
commit five hours a month to volunteer service plus two 

hours a month for meetings.  Officers of our group give five hours a week plus two hours a month for meetings. As 
president of our group, I give ten hours or more a week plus I meet with everybody who calls on us.  With more volunteers 
our Computer Training program could offer training for up to eight hours a day, the Speak Up newsletter can make it out 
the first week of the month and announce more events in a timely manner and the Anne Vesta Doleman Community 
Resource Center/ Library can offer more help to the community with more volunteer workers. People are allowed to borrow 
books and videos from the library.  We have lost books and videos because we do not have a librarian to follow up on 
materials that have been checked out.   People that I work with refuse to return items they borrowed from the center and I 
wish I had a volunteer to hound these people. The Library and Resource Center is named in honor of the late Anne Vesta 
Doleman (pictured), whom was a tireless volunteer and help to her community.  One of my last conversations with Anne 
Vesta was about her desire to volunteer teaching in a neighborhood homework club.  While the community could use more 
volunteer leaders like Anne Vesta Doleman, we cannot move ahead without more volunteers like you.   



 

 

Youth News 

“What is a Rainbow” story and photo by Josie Smith (age 10). 

   

What is a rainbow? 

Is a rainbow strike of color across the 

sky that you see after a storm? 

A rainbow is something that makes you 

happy or gives you lots of feelings and 

reminds you of something special, 

Such as when you first meet someone 

or something. 

That is what you can call a rainbow.   
 

 

What is the True Cost of Tobacco Product Use? By Durrell Blake 
(Durrell is an honor student attending the University of Maryland.  He is the son of United Methodist Church 

pastors J.T. Blake and Alicia Blake). 

 

 The tobacco industry is a multi-billion dollar that is continuing to thrive 

even in the wake of ever increasing government luxury taxes. With the 

economy uncertain, workers wages falling well behind inflation, and the  

stock market and mutual funds are as certain as the weather in Florida, 

the intelligent person must question why billions of dollars each year are 

spent  

on a product that does nothing but speed up the aging process and 

increases the risk of diseases that kill people. 

It is beyond dispute that tobacco products are unhealthy and significantly 

shorten the life span of anyone who chooses to use tobacco products. 

What hasn't been widely considered is the immense healthcare cost of 

tobacco products. As area residents are very aware of, the current hospital in Hagerstown is woefully inadequate 

for the population it serves, so why would someone want to consume products that are going to increase the risk of 

them needing the hospitals services. With emergency room waits lasting for hours, the increasing cost of insurance 

and federal programs like Medicaid and Medicare, the intelligent observer has to ask themselves how much money is 

spent in not only the growing, harvesting and distribution of tobacco products. Then after all this is put in the plus 

column, one must look at the debit side. How much does it cost to research the health risks of tobacco products to 

the users and to others who happen to be in close proximity to the person using them? Then the cost of heart and 

lung specialists have to be factored in, along with the extra janitorial services required to clean up the dirty habit 

of using tobacco products, then add in all of the specialists and equipment charges that come from treating the 

increase in asthma that is partially caused by the breathing of cigarette smoke. Then the observer must factor in 

the costs of all the dental and dermatological work that must be done to repair the damage of using dipping  

and chewing tobacco. 

At the end of the day, there is no doubt that the tobacco industry is very lucrative, but the reality of the fact is 

that while only the tobacco industry gets to keep all of the money it makes, America as a whole must pay for the 

consequences of the use of tobacco. 

 
 



 

 

SPEAK UP! 
 

(The following is an excerpt from a letter to the editor in response to a Speak Up editorial.)   

Dear Andy, 

This is a response to your “No Child Left Behind “ article in your July edition of Speak Up. In my opinion there are many 

reasons why a child may be left behind.  I believe on of the main reasons is lack of parental involvement.  Too many 

times parents expect the teachers to do all of the education.  Being a parent myself, I believe that I am my child’s first 

teacher and will continue to be her teacher until she reaches adulthood. 

I am sure you are aware of the comments Bill Cosby made at the 50
th
 anniversary of Brown vs. Board of Education.  Like 

Bill Cosby says, it is time for African-American parents to take responsibility for their children. You stated that your son 

was put out of class because he fell asleep.  Why should the teacher allow your child to sleep in class?  Who dropped the 

ball in making sure your son gets the proper rest to be able to perform in school?  You also stated that the principal never 

mentioned that your son was failing school. Do you not get your son’s report cards? How, as a parent did you not have 

any idea he was failing? I can’t imagine any student getting recommended for Alternative School over one or two 

incidents… 

The bottom line is, parental involvement goes a long way more parents need to pick up the ball and not expect everyone 

else to do it for them. 

Sincerely, 

Shannon Gaines 
 
Dear Shannon, 
Thank you for the response to the editorial, I am glad to know someone within the community took an interest.  Your letter 
also provided well thought out advice.  For the sake of space I was not able to reprint your letter in it’s entirety. 
I want to address your concerns since you wording is advising me, a teacher, on how to teach my own child. 
First off I am not an African American, so please down offer me the advice of one.  I am black, my children are black and 
they are my children.   I am involved with my children. I don’t wait on or settle for reports from other people to use as 
indicators as how to raise my children.  I am older than you are and I had six children. I buried my oldest son after he died 
from cancer at the age of 21, just four years ago.  After I buried my son, my concern for my five remaining children 
became intense and vigilant.  Please, don’t go to sleep thinking I am not involved in every facet my children’s educational 
well being.  Unfortunately, I trusted Mike Marco, the former principal of Western Heights Middle School, to alert and inform 
me of any concerns for my son after I met with Marco in my office here at Brothers United Who Dare To Care, long before 
the conclusion of the last school year.  Don’t believe that I was waiting on a report card.  Woman, I went straight to the top.  
Apparently Mike Marco did not feel he needed to keep his word with me, a black man.  It’s good Shannon to have you 
speak up, but my experience in the matter with my son and his educational experience exceeds your level of insight into 
the situation.  Are you ready to attack a system that knows it is so unfair to our black children that they have established a 
“Minority Achievement Task Force”?  You should question why the school system needs such a task force. We pay them 
well to educate our children.  No one pays me to look out for the children in our community.  When I am wrong, I say I am 
wrong.  When someone wrongs us, I say they are wrong.  The public school system was wrong for trying to leave my son 
behind.  I “picked up the ball” and he moved on.   And you are wrong for thinking less of me, a person that serves our 
people for the love of our people.  But isn’t that how it goes, the people you love are most likely to be the ones to wrong 
you. 

Andy Smith, Editor  
 
Overdue Library books and videos must be returned  
Please check your homes and return any overdue library items checked out of the Ann Vesta Doleman Library and 
Resource Memorial Library collection.  People like Don Brown and the late Anne Vesta Doleman gave us these books, 
magazines and tapes for all the community to enjoy.  Don’t abuse their contributions. Would it help if we published a list of 
outstanding books and videos here in the newsletter?  
 

THANK YOU 
 
Thank you to Carl French and Jerry Randall for hosting unity and multicultural events and inviting Brothers United Who 
Dare To Care to participate in the Anti-Klan Rally efforts. Thanks to Arnetta Doleman, Jiggs Dotson, Carolyn Norse’s 
family, Minnie Mae Johnson for their monthly contribution of magazines and books. Thanks to Kuumba for more material 
for the library.  Thanks always to the people who volunteer and serve our community.  Our library is grateful for magazine 
contributions from the Ann V. Doleman estate. 



 

 

The “Peace & Unity” gathering at the Antietam National Battlefield and the Annual Town celebration in Keedysville drew 
combined crowds of over 300 people compared to the eight man Klan Rally just moments away from the Anti-Klan events. 

 
 
Trophies we given to all children in the Summer League Basketball program organized by Memorial Recreation Center 
Director Ruth Monroe.  The Hispanic youth ministry keeps the No Smoking campaign going with the message in Spanish. 

 
 
The Annual Jamaican Festival prevailed despite a three-hour rain delay and over a hundred people enjoyed the cultural 
celebration.  Tom Parson Jr toasts newlyweds Godfrey and Alesia McBean during the wedding reception.              

                  
                                                                                        


