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This community newsletter is a Black publication.  Subscription is free.  Articles and remarks are welcomed. Contact: 
Brothers United Who Dare to Care, Inc. 131 W. North Avenue, Martin Luther King Community Center 2

nd
 Floor, 

Hagerstown, Maryland 21740.  Phone 301-393-9290. Pager: 301-745-2000.  Website: www.blackmenwhocare.org. 
 

WORD ON THE STREET 
Blacks In Business 

 
Helen and Evelyn’s Daycare. 
Sisters Helen and Evelyn Ford opened a childcare business 
in January of this year, ”after thinking about it for a while” 
Helen said. The two are not new to childcare. Raising their 
own children or babysitting for others was routine and both 
are experienced childcare professionals.  Helen started as a 
volunteer at the Head Start program back in 1988 and has 
worked over ten years on the teaching staff. Evelyn also had 
her start in childcare with the Head Start program before 
working full time for herself.  Childcare rates in the 
Hagerstown area range from $85 to $150 a week per child.  
Helen said their rates start at $95 and they take Childcare 
Vouchers.  Helen hopes to see the business go far; even to 
have their own Childcare Center.  Helen and Evelyn’s 
Daycare has late evening hours.  “Parent’s need evening 
hours so they can work,” said Helen, “not so they can go out 
and party though”. Helen said she would like to stay in the 
neighborhood when they get a bigger location.  The daycare 

is registered with A.P.P.L.E.S., a program that helps locate childcare and received a client through a referral from 
A.P.P.L.E.S.    The flyer for “Helen and Evelyn’s Daycare” reads: Openings available today, 18 months – 12 years old, 
meals provided. Mondays – Fridays, Daytime hours 6:30am – 5:30pm, Evening hours 6:00pm – 11:45pm. Location 120 W. 
North Avenue Hagerstown, Maryland 21740. Contact 301-393-5905.  License #21-125879. 
 
Free Movie Showing 
Shows are Saturdays at 7pm in the Brothers United Who Dare To Care meeting room.  Space is limited.  There will be 
special early matinees for popular shows.  Showing this month: “The Undercover Brother”, “Pootie Tang”, “Cabin In The 
Sky”, Local Jr. League Basketball and more.  To put in a request for your favorite movie to be shown, call 301-393-9290. 
  

POWER TO THE PEOPLE 
 
Ebenezer's Annual Women's Day 
Sunday, March 21st at 11 am & 3 pm.  Our Morning Speaker will be Exhorter Lillie Morris of Mt. Zion AME Church, 
Knoxville, MD and at 3 pm “Al'Rizen” from Greater Campher Temple will present a Negro Spiritual Musical & Skit, featuring 
Lucille Russ, Tracy Brown, Miranda Brown & Darlene Cooper.  Also, on Saturday, March 20th will be the Women's Day 
Spaghetti Dinner, at 11am.  Eat in or carry out.  Menu consists of Spaghetti, Bread, and Tossed Salad & Iced Tea.  $6.00 
Adult and $3.00 children under 12. (Submitted by Leysa J. Burnett) 
 



Youth News 
 

“Life” a poem by Josie Smith 
All life is gone now you can’t turn back 
and I know it might seem mean, but it’s reality. 
Life sometimes brings people down 
and keeps them there for a while. 
I know this might seem true to you but, 
we can change it by working as a family. 
It might seem hard, but the sooner you try, 
You will then sooner know. 
The sooner you know,  
the sooner you will help others like you to come up, 
not down. 
 

“No Tip” by Seth Stewart  
Five local teenage high school girls were celebrating that three of them made the honor roll and decided to have an 
evening meal at Denny’s.  Although this does not seem irregular, this spin on the story does.  Three of the five 
ordered pancakes, bacon, and eggs with cheese, the other two ordered Buffalo wings.  This is not exactly what I 
would call a difficult order; however it was obvious the waitress thought so.  When she arrived with the order she 
delightfully handed them French toast, bacon, and eggs without cheese.  Now this is almost an understandable 
mistake, so when the girls saw that the orders were wrong, they politely informed the waitress of the mistake, okay 
no problem, except when the waitress came back, the order was still wrong.  When told that another mistake was 
made, the waitress decided to argue with the customer (which is why I like all you can eat buffets, you can’t get 
your own order wrong).  The girls decided the service wasn’t the greatest quality and that no tip was earned, the 
waitress happened to overhear this while the girls were discussing the tip issue and the waitress became rude and 
caught an attitude with them, after an exchange of a few words the waitress decides to call her manager.  After 
the manager found out what had happened, he still made the girls pay, even after the wrong orders and poor 
attitudes of the employees.   The waitress caught an attitude after getting the girls’ orders wrong, and they 
politely informed her of the mistake.  Denny’s did not charge the girls for two of the meals and the Day Manager 
has offered to give the other girls a “free” meal.  The parent of one girl would like an apology. 
  

The “50 Things you should know about Tobacco” (a series). 
16. More people die from tobacco-related illness than from AIDS, car accidents, illegal drugs, murder and 
suicides combined. 
17. Tobacco companies spend $16 million every day to advertise cigarettes. 
18. Ads are often aimed at new, young smokers. 
19. Eight percent of smokers started before they were 18 years old. 
20. Forty-three percent of people who smoke as few as three cigarettes become addicted. 

 (Follow this series to find out about all 50 things you should know about tobacco.) 
 

Colon Cancer Awareness Program. 
North/West Central Committee' s 3rd Annual Colon Cancer Awareness Contest in conjunction with the Washington 
County Health Department.  The program will be held in the MLK Jr. Community Center/ North Street School 
building gymnasium on Saturday March 27at 7pm.The purpose of this creative program is to increase public 
awareness of the need for colon cancer screening. Contest participants teams include one or more participants 
under the age of 18 and a sponsor who is over 50. Contest categories are: Performing Arts and Interpretive Arts.  
Master of ceremonies will be Kelly Wright.  Made possible by the North/West Central Committee and  Washington 
County Health Department’s Cancer Prevention, Education, Screening and Treatment (CPEST) Program 24 N. Walnut 
Street, Suite 201Hagerstown, MD 21740 Phone 240-420-1796. 



MOTA Literacy Contest Essay by Seth Stewart. 
 Essay on: who should get cancer screenings, if minorities have a higher risk for cancer and if Washington County has the 
highest percentage of cancer cases state wide. Everybody over the age of 50 should be screened for cancer.  This is 
probably because aging increases the risk of cancer (esp. colon), however people with a family history have an increased 
risk at any age. Colon cancer is one of the most curable forms of cancer and you should be checked if you have any of the 
following symptoms: blood in or on the stool, change in bowel habits, stools that are narrower than usual, general stomach 
discomfort, frequent gas pains, weight loss with no known reason, or lump (mass) in the abdomen.  Risk however for 
colon cancer can be reduced by, abstaining from tobacco products, exercising, eating healthy, maintaining a healthy 
weight, and drinking little or no alcoholic beverages. There are however also cancer research studies or cancer clinical 
trials where everyone should participate. These trials are where people try to find better ways to prevent, diagnose, and 
treat cancer; which could be by testing new screening methods, exploring new treatment methods or ways to improve the 
quality of life for patients.  Minorities such as African American (20.5%) and Hispanic (18.3%) women have higher smoking 
rates than White women (16.9%) while Asian women (5.6%) have lower smoking rates.  In 1987, lung cancer surpassed 
breast cancer as the number one cause of cancer deaths - among women.  This means that while some minorities have a 
greater risk for cancer some don’t.  However in 1998 the lung cancer mortality rate for African Americans was 58.4 per 
100,000 populations versus 51.6 per 100,000 for whites. African American males however have higher smoking rates 
(32.1%) than white males (27.4%), while rates compared to African American females (22.4%) to white females (23.3%) 
are similar.  Although the tobacco industry has targeted African Americans and Hispanics with intensive merchandising 
and advertising including billboards, media, sponsorship of civic groups, athletic, and other such focuses we hope that it is 
just a waste of money because that would begin to diminish our fluctuating population.  There are many places you can go 
for cancer clinical trials. Some general places are doctor’s offices, hospitals, and cancer centers. 
Some specific cancer centers are local such as Washington County Health System. There are also regional centers; 
Frederick Memorial Hospital Cancer Therapy Center, Johns Hopkins Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center, 
University of Pennsylvania Abramson Cancer Center, University of Maryland Greenebaum Cancer Center, West Virginia 
University Mary Babb Randolph Cancer Center, West Virginia University Robert C. Byrd Health Sciences Center, and 
Western Maryland Health System Regional Cancer Center.  There is also a couple good stop smoking programs you can 
find out about at: Brothers United Who Dare To Care, Inc.  Would I participate in a cancer clinical screening?  Yes, I would 
participate because I would be helping to gather information that would be used to get the best and latest care to others 
and myself in my community.  I also would participate in a stop smoking class or project so I could learn how to reach out 
to other people so that they can strive to stop smoking and so that I can expand my knowledge in that area.  Although I 
took the liberty of going to ask Jeeves.com I could not find out whether Washington County had the highest rate of cancer 
cases state wide, however through the information at Brothers United Who Dare To Care I found out that Colon cancer is 
the second leading type of cancer in Washington County, as well Maryland and throughout the United States. Each year 
approximately 3,000 Marylanders, including 80-100 Washington county residents are diagnosed with colon cancer.  In 
1999 there were 34 deaths in Washington County due to colon cancer.  All information obtained from the Brothers United 
Who Dare To Care  MOTA office. 
 
This month’s MOTA Literacy Contest Question: 
(3) $100 Prizes: Write an essay on how to get minorities involved in Cancer Prevention and Stop Smoking. Extra 
consideration will be given for essays on how to get cancer screenings or participate in stop smoking class.  Responses 
to this question must be submitted in writing and be at least 50 words or more and turned in at the Brothers 
United Who Dare To Care office no phoned responses will be accepted.  Thank you. 

    
MOTA mini-grantees and coalition members at a workshop  held at the Brothers United Who Dare To Care training center. 
Picture at the right is Native Americans Greg Hamilton, Vicki Guthrie and radio personality Jay Winter Nightwolf. 



Pastor  Darin Mency does a flawless re-enactment of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s  “I Have A Dream Speech” before a 
group attending a Black History program at the YMCA.  Pastor Mency has recited the speech at many area programs.  

    
 
Traci Brown, Darlene Cooper and Lucille Russ perform a musical skit and youth singers from Gateway Ministries gave a 
moving celebration at the Black History program held at MLK Jr. Community Center (funded by MOTA).  

   
  
Display/Information tables for MOTA and Brothers United Who Date To Care at the Black History program in the MLK Jr. 
Community Center visitors could receive information or sign up to join the No Smoking Neighborhoods campaign.  

  

   


