If you have something to say

SPEAK UP!
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This community newsletter is a Black publication. Subscription is free. Articles and remarks are welcomed. Contact:
nd
Brothers United Who Dare to Care, Inc. 131 W. North Avenue, Martin Luther King Community Center 2 Floor,
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740. Phone 301-393-9290. Pager: 301-745-2000. Website: www.blackmenwhocare.org.

WORD ON THE STREET
Keeping the Fatherhood Initiative alive by Andy Smith
Several years ago Brothers United Who Dare To Care got
involve with the State of Maryland’s “Fatherhood Initiative “
program, a program initiated to get father’s to take a more
active role in the lives of their children, mainly none
custodial fathers. The State’s Fatherhood Initiative lost its
conference after two years and components of it like the
Dad’s Connection are phasing out making way for new
strategies. Nevertheless, Fatherhood efforts made by
Brothers United Who Dare To Care continue on. Brothers
United Who Dare To Care was started to get black men to
take responsibility in their community and fatherhood is an
area of responsibility that new member Jay Armstrong
takes seriously. Jay has three wonderful children and
evidence of his love for them is clearly seen when his is
together with them and reason for this story. Jay has been
through a lot to be a father to his non-custodial children
including driving 300 miles round trip for visitations. Two of
Jay’s daughters live with their mother, who moved last year near the Ohio border of West Virginia. Jay’s most recent
struggle to maintain visitations was a court case in which he was charged with “Detaining Children” because their mother
did not agree with day he returned them from a prescheduled vacation. The charges were dropped when Jay’s attorney,
the president of Brothers United Who Dare To Care, Jay’s father Robert Sr. and several other family members joined Jay
in court to find out how the court system could even consider trying such a frivolous case, let alone why the criminal justice
system had even processed the charges. Some non-custodial fathers don’t even want to pay child support or spend time
with their children. Jay has spent hundreds of dollar hiring attorneys just to maintain the opportunity to be with his girls.
The move of his daughter’s to Ohio area was an added burden for Jay, there have been times he had driven a 150 miles
up to through the mountains of West Virginia to not be met with the children. Jay and his mother encountered challenges
when they tried to visit his daughter’s school in that area. Our hope is that Jay does not get discouraged and give up on
trying to spend time with his children. They seem very happy when they are together with their father. The girls are very
polite and intelligent which shows that good parental care is coming from both father and mother. I want Jay to know we
are here for him and his family. I hope he can count on the support of the community for men who are fathers for more
than a day. (Jay is pictured center with his children Jayla and Leea and their dog cupcake).
Culture Resource and Training Center at Brother United Who Dare To Care will be closed July 1 to July 14.
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We will be closed and reopen July 15 with summer office Hours of Monday through Thursday 12noon to 4pm and by
appointment. Call 301-393-9290 to be scheduled for our self-paced training classes or to use the Library and Resource
Center. For emergency call and leave message. Calls will be monitored while office is closed.
Tobacco Coalition meeting at Washington County Health Department
th
nd
The meeting will be on Wednesday July 7 in the 2 floor auditorium at the 1302 Pennsylvania Avenue. The highlight of
this meeting will be 2004 reports from School, Community, Cessation and Enforcement organizations and grantees.

POWER TO THE PEOPLE
Learn How You Can Have Legal Empowerment for Your Life
When it comes to Legal Services it’s not a question of if you need services, but when. You are invited to attend a business
th
reception at the Memorial Recreation Center 105 W. North Avenue in Hagerstown, Maryland. July 14 at 7pm for more
information contact Joe Fowlkes at 540-270-4397 or 301-790-3070.

SPEAK UP!
No Child Left Behind?
Rod Paige, the U.S. Secretary of
Education wrote ”our mission is
clear: an America where every
child will be educated and no child
left behind. In Washington County
Public Schools you can bet, a child
can be left behind. My son is in
summer school because his
reading teacher, Mrs. Hudson
refused to teach him to read.
Hudson put him out of the class for
falling asleep, banishing him to the
Principal Mike Markoe’s office. My
complaint is this, Hudson did not
send my son’s work assignments
with him and he failed her class. In
order to make up the work and
pass on to the next grade, he must
attend and do summer school
assignments. Maybe she thought
this would be ample punishment
for him. So, who dropped the ball
in making sure my son received his
reading assignments? Who left

my child behind? At my last
meeting at Western Heights,
Principal Markoe never mentioned
that my son was failing school.
Markoe was too busy trying to have
my son sent to Alternative School.
Like his father, my son speaks up.
While I don’t condone him talking
back to adults, I will not wish for my
son to cringe away from
expressing his views when he feels
he is not being treated fairly or if he
disagrees with authority. I do want
my son to be obedient and
respectful if he gets in a conflict
with an adult.
Even so, I question why Principal
Markoe, a stickler for the rulebook,
allowed my son to sit in his office
and not do his schoolwork, With
“No Child Left Behind” being an
issue, how did my son not get his
reading assignments completed?

Things like this happen when the
school system is so caught up in
budget woes and redistricting. I
suspect redistricting to be nothing
less than the redistributing of lowincome and disadvantaged
children to funnel Title I funding to
different schools. I live a threeminute drive from North
Hagerstown High and the area I
live in has been redistributed. Now
my children will have a fifteenminute drive to South Hagerstown
High. I made a call to the Co-Chair
of the Minority Achievement Task
Force, Dr. Patricia Abernethy, but
apparently she must not be
required to return calls to the
leader of a black led organization.
What would Brothers United Who
Dare To Care know about
minorities? I do know this much.
You left my child behind.
Andy Smith, Editor

THANK YOU
Thanks to Arnetta Doleman, Jiggs Dotson, Minnie Mae Johnson and Mollie Smith for their monthly contribution of
magazines and books. Brothers United Who Dare To Care wishes to thank all those who made the Neighborhood
Health Festival of Friday June 18th possible. We thank God for the beautiful day at the event and thanks the
neighborhood for a wonderful turn out of over a 120 people who signed in at the Health event. A big thanks goes out
to Pastor Victor Fowlkes and Pastor Mark Brandau of Gateway Ministries for use of the tent and helping to set up the tent.
Thanks to Brother Dameon for helping Pastor Fowlkes with the tent and music. Thanks to Brothers United Who Dare To
Care members Ted Lee and Llew Browne. Thanks to event Coordinator Darlene Kee-Cooper. Thanks to Dr. Pasha’s
office for the notepads and pens. Thanks to McDonalds for the ice. We give a special thanks to volunteers Lisa Greystoke
and Paula Burnett. We thank the City of Hagerstown for the use of Wheaton Park and the announcement of the event on
City of Hagerstown Cable Channel 6. We appreciate the Herald Mail’s Tara Reilly and Ric Dugan for their news coverage
of the event and Alesia Parson for the articles being listed in the “Around Jonathan Street” Column. Thanks to the following
organizations and their representatives that participated, provided health/safety displays and presentations: the local
Health Department was represented by Donna Shoop with the Breast and Cervical Cancer program, Kimberly Rasch with
the Cigarette Restitution Fund Program and Keisha Hanson the Community Health Educator; the Black Manna
(Vegetarian) Restaurant owner Erin Frazier set out health and spiritual information; JoAnn Fletcher of the Western
Maryland Area Health Education Center (Cumberland, Maryland) presented health education information; the Maryland
Smoking Stops Here program representative Dale Parker came all the way from Baltimore Maryland to participate; Bret
McCoy from the Hagerstown Area Police Athletic League set up a display about their many activities; Hagerstown Police
Department Officer Jason Deitz spoke about Bicycle Safety, Officer Charles Streightiff did a Bike Patrol demonstration and
Officer Justin Wert did several Police Canine demonstrations, assisted by Officer Deitz. Thanks again and may this
event open the door for other organizations that wish to do outreach to the Jonathan Street neighborhood.

Youth News
“Cancer the big C” by Tyler E. Sterling, age 12 (MOTA Literacy Contest Winner)
Cancer, also called the “Big C” is a serious and often deadly disease, no matter what
state, city or county holds the unfortunate record for having the highest percentage
rates. It’s sad that Washington County has to hold the record statewide with 80-100
people diagnosed each year. There is good news. The good news is that some cancers
are treatable and preventable. I have decided to focus my essay on two specific types
of cancer. These are colon cancer (treatable) and lung cancer (preventable).
I will begin with colon cancer. Colon cancer is the second leading cause of death in
Washington County. The disease can be hereditary. Several of members of my family
have had a Colonoscopy, even before the age of 50. Thankfully they are all colon cancer
free. Knowing heredity is one of the risk factors, I will definitely get a colon cancer
screening when I get older.
Even though I am twelve years old, I already take the risk factors serious. I try to
take care of my body by getting plenty exercise through sports, skateboarding and
riding my bike. I am not allowed to eat a lot of junk foods or foods high in fat. I also drink a lot of water. I don’t
drink alcohol or smoke and my father does the same. My dad also makes sure I get plenty of fiber.
Symptoms of colon cancer might include: weight loss, blood in stool changes in bowel appearance and unusual
abdominal pains. So, if you have experienced any or all of these symptoms, please make a doctor’s appointment
immediately. Washington County even has a program you may qualify to get a free exam. You may qualify if you are
a resident of Washington County, between 50 and 64, are uninsured or underinsured, and have limited income.
The second cancer I want to write about is Lung Cancer. This is the number one preventable type of cancer in the
United States; yet more than 434,000 Americans die each year from diseases caused by tobacco. I read that the
nicotine in cigarettes is very addictive. When inhaled it goes right to the brain and that is why people get hooked
so easily. Cigarettes also contain 4,000 different chemicals and 40 of these cause cancer. Television, Billboards,
actors/actresses and peer pressure paint a “Pretty” picture of smoking. All age groups get targeted even people
suffering from depression or nervous disorders can be seen in movies smoking and saying, “it calms their nerves”.
Smoking is a big moneymaking business.
If people would only see a clear picture of how they really look with a “cancer stick” hanging out of their mouths,
often coughing and choking while wrapped in a cloud of gray-blue smoke, they may possibly try harder to quit. If
that is not enough, they could go to one of the cancer websites and view all angles of actual diseased lungs. It’s not
pretty.
However, there are many places that hold programs to help with screening of both types of cancer. Since I am
focusing on Washington County the list include: Brothers United Who Dare To Care, the Washington County Health
Department, Robinwood Medical Center, Washington County Hospital, Churches, Youth Related programs (the
Memorial Recreation Center, the Boys & Girls Club), Adult Housing programs, Expos and Health Fairs, Businesses
and Health Care providers.
Remember, when it comes to your health its your life – Be there for it.

Church Carnival planned at Wheaton Park.
A flyer is being circulated in the neighborhood that reads on July 3, 2004 at 10am to 4pm on Wheaton Park there
will be Teaching from the Word, Volleyball, music, contest, water sports and lots of Fun at the 2004 Zion Baptist
Church Carnival.
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Celebrating their 26 Anniversary.
On July 31, 2004 Mr. and Mrs. Walter Catoe of Bloomfield, New Jersey will celebrate twenty-six years of marriage.
Reverend Dr. Kershal Demby received her Doctorate degree from Eastern Bible School in Irvington, New Jersey on June
6, 2004. Dr. Demby is the adopted daughter of Shirley Catoe (a.k.a. Tiny Smith, who is a native of Hagerstown, Maryland).

The “2004 Neighborhood Health Festival”. Visited by over 120 neighborhood residents. Health Education handouts were
made available. Presentations were given. There was music and free food for those who registered at the MOTA table.

Ruth Monroe greets graduates and their family at the MLK Scholarship Award event at the Memorial Recreation Center.

Congratulations to Stevie and Mary Harris
HAVE A SAFE SUMMER: WATCH for children in the street. PARENTS watch children in swimming and wadding pools.

