If you have something to say

SPEAK UP!
JULY 2003
This community newsletter is a Black publication. Subscription is free. Articles and remarks are welcomed. Contact:
nd
Brothers United Who Dare to Care, Inc. 131 W. North Avenue, Martin Luther King Community Center 2 Floor,
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740. Phone 301-393-9290. E-mail address: blackmencare@aol.com. Pager: 301-745-2000.

WORD ON THE STREET
Tobacco and Cancer Combined Coalition meeting to be held Wednesday July 23, 2003
st
nd
A combined coalition meeting is scheduled for July 21 at 11:00 am in the 2 floor auditorium at the Washington County
Health Department on 1302 Pennsylvania Avenue, Hagerstown, Maryland. It is important that representatives from the
black community show representation to give input for the minority component of the coalition. Brothers United Who Dare
To Care is working to form a Minority Tobacco/ Cancer Coalition that will be actively involved with the existing coalitions
and the minority community of Washington County. Contact Shawn Stoner or Kimberly Rasch at 240-420-1796 for more
information on the meeting. To join the Minority Tobacco Cancer Coalition contact Brothers United Who Dare To Care
301-393-9290.
Graduates: BUWDTC Computer Training graduate Charlotte Saunders, 67 completed her training which included learning
to install the computer, she received in the program, at home. Michael Campher, 17 graduates a year early from
Hagerstown Technical High School. Mike is a Computer Technology student and former BUWDTC trainee.

POWER TO THE PEOPLE
African American Heritage Preservation meeting July 21st.
st
Monday July 21 3pm to 5:30pm at the Bethel Gardens Community Center, Hagerstown, Maryland. The meeting is open
for everyone, local government representatives and area news representatives are welcome. Black organizations are
encouraged to participate. Contact Brian Robinson or Cathy Dotson for more information at 301-733-3350.
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Available help for Abused, At-Risk Kids.
A Brighter Future for Children and Youth Program supports violence and abuse prevention and treatment programs for
children age 5-18. Priority will be given to organizations demonstrating grassroots involvement with women and youth and
the ability to raise funds from other sources. One-time grants up to $6,000. Write the: Office of Mission Opportunities,
Women’s Division 475 Riverside Drive, Room 1503 New York, NY 10115 or phone 212-870-3736 or email
mbuoudal@gbgm-umc.org. Visit their website http://gbgm-umc.org/umw/ and click on mission studies.
Gates To Freedom Prevention Program.
This program is open to all who are ages 19 and up. Every Friday at 7:00 PM there will be materials on prevention and
relapse prevention. The Christian 12 Gates/ 12 Steps intervention class will also be held. Other information will be made
available on drug abuse awareness. Please contact Victor Fowlkes at 301-582-4595 or 301-766-4744 for more
information.
Free Breast Cancer Screening clinics.
If you are 18 years or older, a Washington County resident and have no insurance, call 301-665-4671 to make your
appointment and receive: FREE Breast Health Education; FREE Clinical Breast Exam; FREE Same day mammogram;
FREE transportation. Everyone that attends will receive a gift token of appreciation for participating! A Grand Prize
Winner will be selected at each clinic site. July clinic schedule: Thursday July 3, Community Free Clinic Hagerstown;
Thursday July 17, HW Murphy Center on Walnut Street Hagerstown.
Washington County Department of Social Services “VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT”: Family Services Caseworker
Trainee Grade 12, $28,749 - $44,453; Family Services Caseworker I Grade 13 $30,644 - $47,468. Contact Betty Dattilio
WCDSS, 122 N. Potomac Street, Hagerstown, MD for applications or call 240 420-2139. Minority Candidates are
encouraged to apply. Minority applicants, please notify Brothers United Who Dare To Care if you are applying for these
positions in order that we may monitor and document your application process. Notification to our office is not to insure
employment, information is for statistical performance measurements.

Back to Black History & Culture
“I and I will see you through.”
- Bob Marley
Literacy contest winners (pictured from front left to
right) Josie Smith, Carissa Smith, Toni Smith Alicia
Chacon, and Mark Spencer all received cash
awards from BUWDTC Treasurer Ted Lee (pictured
right rear). Their essays are featured in the Youth
News section of this newsletter.
Last month’s Contest Questions:
$100 Prize (1): When and where was the first bus
boycott held? Name the minister who led the first
bus boycott, Dr. Martin Luther King called this
minister for advice for the bus boycott in
Montgomery, Alabama. Was the first bus boycott a
success? Was smoking allowed on buses back in
period of time when the first bus boycotts where
occurring.
$100 Prizes (2): Write and submit a report on the
impact of tobacco use and tobacco related illnesses
on black people in Washington County. The report
must include: at least three agencies or at least three projects addressing the issue about the impact of tobacco use and
tobacco related illnesses in Washington County and name at least one organization that helps minorities identify funding
and resources to combat tobacco related problems. You must interview (by phone, email or in-person) and include names
with titles of the person contacted for each source included in the report. Age categories remaining for this contest awards
are: 7-14 years of age and 14-21 years of age.
Answers were not submitted for the second question and prizes ($50) were awarded for previous entries.
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Youth News
The first Bus Boycott, submitted by Mark Spencer, 21
The first bus boycott was held from June 20, 1953 to June 25, 1953 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. The
minister who led the boycott was Reverend T. J. Jemison and the boycott was a success. To end the
boycott, the white power structure of Baton Rouge agreed to a compromise, it stipulated that the two
side front seats of buses were to be reserved for whites and the long rear seat was for African
Americans. The remaining seats were to be occupied on a first-come first-served basis. The black
community agreed to the compromise and the boycott ended on June 25, 1953. This boycott was a
major victory against the Jim Crow system in Baton Rouge. The boycott proved that the Jim Crow
system could be challenged by mass action in other states. The blueprint of the Baton Rouge boycott
was shared with African American leaders in other communities throughout the South. The celebrated
Montgomery boycott, which was sparked by Rosa Park’s refusal to relinquish her seat, borrowed the
strategies from the Baton Rouge boycott. Subsequent anti-segregation protest were modeled after the
Baton Rouge boycott, which open the direct action phase of the modern civil rights movement. Smoking
was allowed on the buses back in the period of time when the first bus boycotts where occurring.

“What I like about being black and what I don’t like about cigarettes” by Alicia Chacon, 15
I like being black because I know what our black culture has been through and how much we have fought to get our
freedom and rights that we deserve. I also like being black because now we have so much respect for ourselves and
others, also because how much pain we have overcome and how we have recovered from slavery and racism that is
still going on in the world today. We have more power now not to feel afraid for what others can do and say and
how we react to what speak about us. What I don’t like about cigarettes is that they stink and they make your
teeth yellow and they stain your fingers, also because it is killing most of the African Americans because most
people in the United States some cigarettes and they are at more risk to get lung cancer and they will have really
bad health for as long as it can’t be cured and most of the time there is no cure for things like that, also cigarettes
cost too much money.

“What I Like About Being Black and What I don’t like about smoking” by Toni Smith, 15
What I like about being black is our cultural background. I also like being black because it makes me different
from other people. I like being black because black people are great entertainers, we have our own station for
black entertainment, we are popular for our great singers, comedians and actors/ actresses. A black actress named
Halle Berry won an award for Best Actress in the movie “Monsters Ball”. I also like being black because I think we
dress better than other people an we have nice clothes and a lot of people like to buy the same types of clothes we
do. What I don’t like about smoking is that it is bad for your health. I know that smoking is bad for your health
from personal experience. I used to smoke, but I quit, I didn’t really like it that much. I was just trying something
new and if you are reading this, I advise you not to try it at all, it was not a good experience. It makes you short of
breath and it makes it hard to do things. I also have asthma and it made it me have a lot of breathing problems
when I smoked. Also, it has a nasty taste it leaves in your mouth an it makes your breath smell bad. Smoking leaves
a bad smell in your clothes. I would always use a lot of body spray but the smell was still there. Now that I quit
smoking, I can breath better and I don’t have to use my asthma medicine as much. Also, I can do a lot more things
and I don’t get tired as easy as I used to. That’s why I prefer to life better, tobacco free.
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“What I about being black and what I don’t like about tobacco” by Carissa Jade Smith, 10
What I like about being black is all of the history on blacks. Also, I learned that blacks were not always treated
fairly. I learned about slavery. I also, found out that my Aunt Peggy had started the Doleman Black Heritage
Museum. Black History Month is my favorite month. I am proud to be a black African American. What I don’t like
about tobacco is that it makes people have cancer and other diseases. Also, it causes people to have to use oxygen
tanks. Tobacco hurts people in many different ways. My dream is to stop all tobacco companies, also to help
everybody stop using tobacco.

“What I about being black and what I don’t like about tobacco” by Josie Smith, 9
What I like about being black is all the things in our history. Such as, the way we fought for our freedom from
slavery and we fought for desegregation. I also am proud of all the famous black people. I am working on black
history in school. I learned that there were a lot of black people in power changing history to make things better
for me. What I don’t like about tobacco is, it could kill you. My mom smokes and I worry about her. Also,
cigarettes stink and make your clothes stink.

Some Facts about Teens & Tobacco:
Nine out of 10 regular smokers began using tobacco products before age 18.
The average teen smoker begins at age 13.
About two thirds of teen smokers say they want to quit.
Every day 3,000 kids become addicted to tobacco.
Almost 1,000 of them will die prematurely from tobacco-related illnesses.
Black Cultural experiences are all around us, even as close as the D.C. Caribbean Carnival festival held annually
(photos by Josie Smith & Andy Smith). (Below) Young performer pulls large costume on wheel as Andy Smith chills out
on the streets of Washington D.C.

THANK YOU
Thanks to Arnetta Doleman, Ann Vesta Doleman, Jiggs Dotson and Marguerite Smith for their monthly contribution of
th
magazines and books. Thank you Mr. Tommy Robinson for the donation of historical 50 Anniversary Commemoration
WWII photo documentary of Black American, Native American and women who worked as soldiers and civilian patriarchs
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Lay Minister Alicia Blake, pictured with her husband J.T. will be on a one year assignment to the UMC in Front
Royal, Virginia.

THANK YOU
Thanks to Arnetta Doleman, Ann Vesta Doleman, Jiggs Dotson and Marguerite Smith for their monthly contribution of
th
magazines and books. Thank you Mr. Tommy Robinson for the donation of historical 50 Anniversary Commemoration
WWII photo documentary of Black American, Native American and women who worked as soldiers and civilian patriarchs.
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